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q_ U  ARTERLY  GRAND  COIAMUN  1  CATION, 


Philadelphia,  February  3,  A.  D.  1870,  A.  I.  2400. 

Companion  Michael  Yisbet,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest , 
presiding. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following  as 
their  Annual  Report,  which  was  read,  approved,  and  the 
resolution  attached  thereto  adopted: 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 

and  members  of  the 

Grand  Holy  Eoyal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : 


Your  Finance  Committee  respectfully  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  for  the 
year  1869,  and  found  them  correct,  having  a  cash  balance  in  his 
hands,  January  1,  1810,  of  $1,101.31.  The  following  statement 
will  show  the  receipts  and  disbursements  during  the  year,  to  wit : 


Received  interest  on  $1,000,  City  sixes,  .  .  .  $51  00 

“  “  44  $1,500,  U.  S.  6’s  of  ’81,  .  .  90  00 

44  for  premium  on  gold,  .  .  .  .  32  13 

44  interest  on  Yew  Masonic  Loan,  .  .  300  26 

44  *from  sale  of  $1,500,  U.  S.  6’s  of  ’81,  .  .  1,869  19 

44  44  $1,000,  City  6’s,  .  .  .  962  40 

44  from  dues  and  fees  from  Chapters,  Mark 

Lodges,  warrants  and  Constitutions,  .  5,196  24 


$9,101  82 

Add  balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1869,  .  .  .  1,113  11 


1 


$10,221  53 


2 


Brought  forward, . $10,221  53 


Per  Contra. 


Invested  in  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  . 

$6,800 

00 

Paid  rent  for  Grand  Chapter  room, 

128* 

00 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary, 

250 

00 

“  Grand  Tyler,  .... 

106 

50 

For  printing,  ...... 

238 

00 

Stationery  for  Grand  Secretary, 

59 

52 

Blank  certificates,  ..... 

20 

00 

Repairing  organ,  .  .  .  . 

20 

00 

Refreshments,  ..... 

27 

50 

Expenses  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High 

Priests  for  constituting  Chapters, 

64 

70 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  for 

constituting  Chapters  and  Grand  Visita¬ 

tions,  ....... 

800 

00 

Total  investments  and  expenses,  ....  $8,514  22 

Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer,  January  1,  1810,  $1,701  31 

The  investments  in  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan  are — 
Certificate  No.  33,  ........  $3,000 

u  No.  39,  ........  3,500 

“  No.  104,  .  2,800 

$9,300 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

E.  P.  LESCUBE, 
CONRAD  B.  DAY, 

Committee. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  George  W.  Wood, 
from  Special  Committee,  reported  that  the  Bible  ordered  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  had  been  procured. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

Pesolved ,  That  $1,500  of  the  cash  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer  be  invested  in  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan. 
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The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  offered  by 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Wood,  at  the  Quarterly 
Grand  Communication  of  August  5,  1869,  was  then  con¬ 
sidered  and  adopted: 

Section  6,  page  12 — Duties  of  Grand  Treasurer— Strike  out  the 
words,  u  hut  upon  an  order,”  in  sixth  line  from  top  of  said 
section,  and  insert,  u  except  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
on  orders.” 

On  motion,  the  sum  of  $2,000  was  appropriated  for  the 
expenses  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  year 
1870. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  offered 
by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  George  W.  Wood, 
but  was  laid  over  under  the  Sixteenth  Article : 

Section  3  of  Article  IX  of  the  Constitution  to  read  thus  : 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Sec.  3.  To  the  Committee  on  Finance  shall  be  referred  the 
annual  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary, 
and  such  other  accounts  as  from  time  to  time  the  Grand  Chapter 
or  elective  Grand  Officers  may  specially  direct.  This  Committee 
may  at  all  times  have  access  to  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary,  and  other  officers  or  Com¬ 
mittees  intrusted  with  the  moneys  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  tins  Committee  to  compare  the  charges  made 
in  the  accounts  referred  to  them  with  the  vouchers  in  support 
thereof,  and  generally  to  examine  into  the  correctness  of  such 
accounts.  It  shall  also  be  the  dffiy  of  the  Committee  to  estimate 
the  probable  income  and  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
recommend  to  the  Grand  Chapter  such  appropriations  as  they 
may  deem  advisable,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Grand  Chapter  at 
the  Quarterly  Communication  in  February  in  each  3rear. 


Q_U  ARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 


Philadelphia,  May  5,  A.  D.  1870,  A.  I.  2400. 

Companion  Michael  Nisbet,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest , 
presiding. 

Petitions  for  warrants  for  Chapters  at — 

Newtown,  in  Bucks  county, 

Bristol,  in  Bucks  county, 

Emporium,  in  Cameron  county, 

Clearfield,  in  Clearfield  county, 

Ridgway,  in  Elk  county, 

were  received;  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

An  application  was  received  from  Chapter  No.  220,  asking 
the  Grand  Chapter  to  confirm  their  action  in  the  case  of  R. 

G - ,  who,  after  being  rejected  in - Mark  Lodge,  No. 

— — ,  was  marked,  received,  accepted  and  exalted  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  said  Chapter  No.  220,  it  appearing  upon  examination 

that  said  G - had  acted  in  good  faith,  hut  from  wrong 

Masonic  information. 

On  motion,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  R.  G - be  and  he  is  hereby  restored  to  good 

Masonic  standing,  and  the  action  of  Chapter  No.  220,  in  confer¬ 
ring  the  degrees  of  Mark,  Most  Excellent  and  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  on  said  brother,  and  admitting  him  to  membership  in 
said  Chapter,  be  declared  valid,  notwithstanding  his  rejection  by 
■ - Mark  Lodge,  No.  — . 


Communications  were  received  from  several  of  the  mem- 
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bers  and  officers  of  Chapter  Ho.  170,  in  relation  to  the 
status  of  one  of  the  officers  and  several  members  of  said 
Chapter,  who  had  been  more  than  six  months  unaffiliated 
with  any  Blue  Lodge,  and  wTere  admitted  as  members  of 
the  Chapter  by  a  unanimous  resolution,  without  undergoing 

the  usual  forms  of  petition,  &c. 

% 

On  motion — 

Resolved ,  The  irregularities  of  the  elections  were  healed  and 
the  work  done  in  the  Chapter  was  confirmed. 

A  communication  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act,  from  Chapter  Ho.  220,  complain¬ 
ing  that  members  of  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  of  said 
Chapter  had  petitioned  Lambertville  Chapter,  New  Jersey, 
for  the  Chapter  degrees  and  membership ;  also,  the  protest 
of  said  Chapter  Ho.  220  against  the  degrees  being  conferred 
in  Lambertville  Chapter. 

The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
offered  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Wood,  at 
the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  in  February  last,  was 
then  considered ;  and  after  being  amended  by  striking  out 
the  word  u  may  ”  from  the  sentence,  “  This  Committee  may 
have  access  at  all  times  to  the  books  and  papers,”  &c.,  and 
inserting  the  word  u  shall”  it  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  sum  of  $2,500  was  ordered  to  be  in¬ 
vested  in  the  Hew  Masonic  Temple  Loan. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  through  their  Chair¬ 
man,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  George  Griscom, 
offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

T Vhereas,  All  difficulties  having  been  settled  within  the  juris- 
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diction  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of 
Columbia ,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
having  become  established  and  duly  constituted  as  a  separate 
Grand  Chapter  under  that  name:  Therefore — 

Resolved ,  That  the  said  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  and  hereby  is  so  recognized  and  greeted  with  a 
welcome  by  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Also — 

Whereas,  A  convention  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  held  at  Omaha,  June  17,  1867,  having  formed  and  duly 
constituted  u  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons ,  for 
the  State  of  Nebraska  Therefore — 

Resolved ,  That  we,  the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging, 
do  greet  and  fully  recognize  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of 
Nebraska ,  and  welcome  them  to  the  confraternity  of  our  sister 
Grand  Chapters. 

The  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  were  read,  and  laid  over : 

By  Companion  W.  J.  Kelly  : 

To  amend  Section  2,  Article  X,  to  read  as  follows  : 

Sec.  2.  Dues  and  fees  to  be  annually  paid  on  Saint  John  the 
Evangelist’s  day,  by  every  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  or  Mark  Masters’  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  as  follows : 

Fees.  For  each  one  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  therein,  $1  00 
u  “  u  “  M.  E.  Master  therein,  .  50 

u  u  u  u  Mark  Master  therein,  .  10 

Dues.  u  each  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  thereof,  40 
u  u  “  M.  E.  Master,  a  member  thereof,  .  .  40 

“  “  “  Mark  Master,  a  member  thereof,  .  .  10 

Provided ,  That  all  Chapters  and  Most  Excellent  Masters’ 
Lodges  meeting  more  than  ten  miles  distant  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  shall  have  an  allowance  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
upon  the  annual  dues  and  fees  for  conferring  degrees:  And  pro- 
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vided  also ,  That  no  Chapter  or  Lodge  shall  be  required  to  pay 
annual  dues  upon  any  one  of  its  members  for  more  than  one 
degree. 

Also,  to  amend  Article  XY,  Letter  F,  Section  1,  (page  31,)  by 
striking  out  the  words  “Past  Master,”  and  inserting  “Master” 
in  lieu  thereof. 

By  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Wood: 

To  amend  Article  XY,  Letter  F,  by  adding  a  new  section,  as 
follows : 

Sec.  16.  Ho  applicant  for  the  degree  or  degrees  of  Mark 
Master,  Most  Excellent  Master,  or  Ro3ml  Arch,  who  has  been 
reported  upon  favorably,  balloted  for,  and  approved,  shall  be 
debarred  or  prevented  from  receiving  the  degree  or  degrees 
applied  for,  by  an  objection  made  by  any  member,  unless  such 
objection  shall  be  accompanied  by  charges  duly  preferred  against 
such  applicant. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to : 

Resolved ,  That  the  form  of  petitions  on  pages  70  and  71  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penns}d  vania  shall  be 
amended  so  as  to  include  the  words,  “that  he  has  not  heretofore 
been  rejected  by  any  regularly  constituted  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons,  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons,  or  Chapter  of  Roj^al 
Arch  Masons.” 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Griscom  offered  the 
following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  be  and  is 
hereby  appropriated  as  a  contribution  by  the  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  fund  now  being  raised  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute  surviving  sufferers  from  the  recent 
calamity  at  the  State  Capital  at  Richmond,  Ya. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Officers  be  a  Committee  to  see  that 
the  said  sum  be  transmitted,  when  the  Grand  Chapter  is  in  funds, 
through  the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia,  or  otherwise,  to  the  Mayor 
of  Richmond  for  that  purpose. 


QJJ  ARTE  FyL  Y  G  F^A  ND  COMMUNICATION, 

Philadelphia,  August  4,  A.  D.  1870,  A,  I.  2400. 

Companion  Michael  Hisbet,  M.  JE.  Grand  High  Priest , 
presiding. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  reported  verbally  in  regard 
to  the  complaint  of  Chapter  Ho.  220,  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers  at  the  last  Quarterly  Grand  Communication,  that  he 
had  received  from  the  M.  E.  Grand  Pligh  Priest  of  New 
Jersey  a  very  satisfactory  letter  that  the  matters  therein  had 
received  his  attention.  It  was  the  first  instance  of  the  kind 
brought  to  his  notice ;  was  a  violation  of  constitutional  pre¬ 
rogatives,  and  he  had  written  to  the  Chapter  at  Lambertville 
warning  them  not  to  continue  in  so  dangerous  a  practice. 

The  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  post¬ 
poned  until  the  next  Quarterly  Grand  Communication. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Work  were  requested  to  re¬ 
port  to  the  Grand  Chapter  the  proper  regalia  for  the  officers 
of  subordinate  Chapters,  as  far  as  relates  to  head-dresses. 

On  motion,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  authorized  to 
have  printed  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  up  to  the  year  1860. 

Companion  J.  Alexander  Simpson  moved  to  amend  Article 
XYI,  page  42,  by  striking  out  the  word  “given, 57  and  insert¬ 
ing  the  word  “  forwarded which  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 


qUARTERJLY  GI^AND  COMMUNICATION. 


Philadelphia,  November  3,  A.  D.  1870,  A.  I.  2400. 

Companion  Michael  Hisbet,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Companion  Hugli  Breen, 
Grand  High.  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  appointing  Companion  Samuel  C. 
Perkins  Representative  of  said  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

On  motion,  the  communication  was  received,  and  Com¬ 
panion  Samuel  C.  Perkins  acknowledged  as  such. 

A  communication  was  read  from  James  X.  Bailey,  Esq., 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Oregon,  appointing  Companion  Michael  Hisbet  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  said  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

On  motion,  the  communication  was  received,  and  Com¬ 
panion  Michael  Xisbet  acknowledged  as  such. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  a  report  on  the  proper 
regalia  for  the  officers  of  subordinate  Chapters,  so  far  as  re¬ 
lates  to  head-dresses,  as  follows : 

For  High  Priest,  a  mitre ,  white; 

For  King,  crown ,  scarlet ; 

For  Scribe,  turban ,  purple  ; 

made  to  correspond  with  the  figures  in  the  centre  of  their  re¬ 
spective  jewels. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  your  Committee  would  recommend 
for  adoption  the  following  described  regalia  : 

For  Captain  of  the  Host,  a  helmet ,  dark-blue ,  with  a  gilt  plate 
in  front,  and  the  words  u  Holiness  to  the  Lord”  engraved 
thereon. 
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For  Principal  Sojourner,  turban ,  light  slate ,  or  stone  color; 

same  as  now  in  use  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

For  Royal  Arch  Captain,  crown;  same  as  now  in  use  by  the 
Grand  Chapter,  with  cross-swords  on  the  upper  part. 

For  Chaplain,  white  turban ,  with  gilt  plate  in  front,  and  the 
words  “Holiness  to  the  Lord”  engraved  thereon. 

For  Masters  of  tiie  Tails,  crowns;  same  color  as  the  vails; 
made  same  as  those  now  in  use  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  with 
straight  sword  on  the  upper  part. 

For  Master  of  Ceremonies,  crown;  same  as  now  in  use  by  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

For  Pursuivant,  crown;  same  as  now  in  use  by  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

For  Tyler,  crown ;  same  as  now  in  use  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

For  Captain  of  the  Host,  a  semi-military  dress,  consisting  of  a 
dark-blue  tunic,  made  of  merino  or  worsted,  to  come  just 
below  the  knee  ;  sword  suspended  by  a  belt  around  the  waist, 
in  order  to  conform  somewhat  to  the  figure  in  the  centre  of 
the  jewrel  worn  by  him. 

For  Principal  Sojourner,  robe  of  light  slate  or  stone  color; 

same  as  now  in  use  by  this  Grand  Chapter. 

For  Signet,  a  ring  with  triangle  engraved  thereon,  and  the  He¬ 
brew  letter  “  Jod”  in  the  centre  of  the  triangle. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Work  were  instructed  to 
have  made  a  pattern  regalia  for  Captain  of  the  Host. 

The  Grand  Secretary  gave  notice  that,  under  the  resolu¬ 
tion  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  he  had  appointed  Com¬ 
panion  Francis  Blackburne  as  his  clerk. 

On  motion,  it  was — 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  revise  the 
Constitution  previous  to  the  printing  of  a  new  edition. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to  appoint 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Wood,  Past  Grand  Fligh  Priest 
Samuel  C.  Perkins,  and  Companions  Charles  E.  Meyer,  John 
Thomson  and  J.  Alexander  Simpson  as  said  Committee. 
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The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  offered 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules  until  the  next  Quarterly  Grand  Communication: 

To  strike  the  word  u  receipt”  out  of  the  second  line  of  Section  6 
of  Article  Till,  on  page  12  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  insert  the  word  “custody”  in  lieu  thereof. 

Also,  to  strike  out  of  Section  7  of  the  same  Article,  on  page  13, 
the  words  “  assist  the  Grand  Treasurer  in  the  collection  of  out¬ 
standing  debts,  and  keep  fair  and  regular  accounts  of  the  sums 
due  to  and  the  Grand  Chapter,”  and  insert  the  following: 

“  He  shall  keep  fair  and  regular  accounts  with  each  subordinate 
Chapter  or  Lodge,  collect  all  sums  due  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and 
pay  the  same  promptly  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  ;  he  shall  transmit 
to  every  Chapter  in  arrears,  at  least  once  a  year,  a  statement  of 
its  account,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Finance  Committee, 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to  collect  the  same ;  he 
shall  keep  the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  state  of  them  may  at  an}^  time  be  known. 

Signed  by 

E.  P.  LESCURE, 
CONRAD  B.  DAY, 
JAMES  SIMPSON, 

Committee. 

The  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  postponed 
from  tlie  last  Quarterly  Communication,  were  then  con¬ 
sidered  : 

That  to  amend  Article  XT,  Letter  F,  Section  1,  (page 
81.)  by  striking  out  the  words  “  Past  Master’7  and  inserting 
“  Master”  in  lieu  thereof  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  to  Section  2  of  Article  X  was  next  con¬ 
sidered,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  fee  for  making  a  Mark 
Master  Mason  should  be  retained  at  fifty  cents,  hut  hereafter 
the  annual  dues  on  a  Mark  Master  Mason  shall  be  only  ten 
cents. 
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The  amendment  to  Article  XV,  Letter  F,  by  adding  a 
new  section,  as  follows : 

“Sec.  16.  No  applicant  for  the  degree  or  degrees  of  Mark 
Master,  Most  Excellent  Master,  or  Royal  Arch,  who  has  been 
reported  upon  favorably,  balloted  for,  and  approved,  shall  be 
debarred  or  prevented  from  receiving  the  degree  or  degrees 
applied  for,  by  an  objection  made  by  any  member,  unless  such 
objection  shall  be  accompanied  by  charges  duly  preferred  against 
such  applicant,” 

Was,  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 

This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers,  the  Grand  Chapter  proceeded  to 
the  election. 


Companions  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Wood  and  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  Evans  and  Martin  were  ap¬ 
pointed  tellers,  who,  after  receiving  the  ballots  of  the  Com¬ 
panions,  reported  the  following  as  the  result : 


Comp.  Michael  Xisbet, 

“  Charles  Eugene  Meyer, 
“  John  Wilson,  Jr., 

“  Peter  Williamson, 

“  John  Thomson, 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


The  following  wras  adopted  : 

Pesolved ,  That  the  Grand  High  Priest  be  authorized  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  likeness  of  each  of  the  Past  Grand  Officers,  so  far  as 
possible,  in  imperial  size — that  is  to  say,  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
Grand  Treasurers  and  Grand  Secretaries. 


\ 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 


Philadelphia,  December  27, 1870. 


Present : 

Comp.  Michael  Nisbet, 

u  Charles  Eugene  Meyer,  . 
“  John  Wilson,  Jr., 

“  Peter  Williamson,  . 

“  John  Thomson, 

“  Thomas  Jacobs, 
u  George  J.  Becker,  . 
u  David  B.  Taylor, 
u  William  J.  Kelly,  . 

“  Robert  H.  Pattison, 

“  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr., 
u  Horace  Fritz,  . 

“  A.  Nelson  Batten,  . 
u  Edward  Masson, 

“  George  A.  Jenks, 

“  Chas.  S.  Yandergrift,  Jr. 
“  Louis  Wagner, 

“  Charles  Schnider,  . 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  H.  R.  A.  Captain. 
Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Master  of  3d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  2 d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

S.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
J.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler . 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

Comps.  Riley,  Baugh,  Wood,  Thompson,  Griscom,  Hutchinson. 
Comp.  Joseph  S.  Evans,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

Fifteen  Cliapters  represented. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chapter  NL>.  171, 
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asking  consent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  removal  of  said 
Chapter,  which  was  granted. 

Communications  were  received  and  read  from  several 
Chapters,  asking  permission  to  receive  new  petitions  and 
take  third  ballots  on  rejected  applicants;  which,  on  motion, 
were  ordered  to  be  returned  to  said  Chapters,  with  directions 
to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  required 
in  cases  of  rejection. 

A  communication  was  received  from  members  of  Chapter 
Ho.  168,  asking  for  a  restitution  of  the  charter,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

Petitions  for  warrants  for  Chapters  to  meet  at  the  follow¬ 
ing-named  places  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act,  viz.: 

At  Kensington,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ; 

At  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  the  following 
report,  which,  after  a  partial  reading,  was  referred  to  the 
Grand  Officers,  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  for  the  publication  of  the  whole  report,  or  such 
portion  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  respectfully  report,  that 
pursuant  to  their  report  made  to  the  Grand  Chapter  in  June  last 
they  have  had  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and 
delivered  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  distribution,  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  copies  of  “  An  Abstract  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  being  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  its  Quarterly  and 
Annual  Grand  Communications,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence  for  the  years  A.  D.  1868  and  1869,  A.  I.  2398 
and  2399.” 

This  publication  is  in  the  form  of  a  handsome  pamphlet,  com¬ 
prising  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  pages,  and  comprises 
in  addition  to  the  most  important  portions  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Grand  Chapter  for  those  years— 

1.  The  annual  addresses  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priests. 

2.  A  tabular  statement  showing  the  location,  number  and  name 
of  each  and  every  Chapter  in  Pennsylvania,  as  it  is  divided  into 
Districts,  together  with  the  names  and  residences  of  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  respective^. 

3.  A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  for  those 
years,  compiled  by  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer,  our  M.  E.  Grand 
King,  by  concurrence  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  on  request 
on  behalf  of  the  former  Committee  made  to  that  effect. 

This  report,  in  addition  to  its  elaborate  view  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  our  sister  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  has  appended  to 
it  “  statistics  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  United  States,”  and 
also  the  name,  location,  and  date  of  the  warrant,  &c.,  of  such  of 


the  Chapters,  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Lodges  as  have  at  any 
time  heretofore 4 befen  warranted  in  Pennsylvania,  but  whose  war¬ 
rants  have  either  expired  or  never  been  used;  and,  also,  a  full 
tabular  statement  of  “  statistics  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.” 

4.  All  the  amendments  to  our  Constitution  which  have  been 
adopted  from  May  16,  1864,  to  November  5,  1868,  inclusive. 

5.  Decisions  and  directions  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
from  May  21,  1866,  to  August  5,  1869,  inclusive. 

Since  our  last  Annual  Grand  Communication,  the  Chairman  of 
this  Committee  has  received  and  examined  printed  abstracts  of 
the  proceedings  of  thirty -four  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  as  follow: 

Of  Alabama. — At  the  Annual  Convocation,  commencing 

December  7,  1869. 

Of  Arkansas. — At  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation,  October 

28,  1869. 

Also,  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  for 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  held  October 
31,  1869. 

Also,  proceedings  of  the  M.  P.  Grand 
Council  of  Ro}ml  and  Select  Masters 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  October 
30,  1869. 

Of  Connecticut. — At  the  Semi-annual  Convocation,  November 

2,  1869,  and  the  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion,  May  10,  1870. 

Of  California. — At  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convocation,  April 

5  and  6,  1870. 


Of  Canada. — At  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Convocation,  August 

10,  1870. 


Of  Delaware. — At  a  Special  Convocation,  January  27,  1869. 


Of  Dist.  of  Columbia. — Third  Annual  Report.  At  a  Special 


Convocation,  December  12,  1868. 

Of  Florid a.- 

-At  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convocation,  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  1870. 

Also,  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of 
Florida. 

Of  Georgia.- 

-At  the  Annual  Convocation,  April  27,  1870. 

Of  Illinois.— 

-At  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation,  October 
8,  1869. 

Of  Indiana.- 

—  At  the  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Communication, 
October  19  and  20,  1870. 

Of  Iowa. — At  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convocation,  October  20, 


Of  Kansas.— 

1869. 

-At  the  Fifth  Annual  Convocation,  October, 
1869. 

Of  Kentucky. — At  a  Grand  Annual  Communication,  20th 

October,  1870. 

Of  Louisiana. — At  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convocation, 

February  15,  1870. 

Of  Maine. — At  the  Annual  Convocation,  May,  1868. 

And  also,  at  the  Annual  Convocation, 
•  May,  1870. 

Of  Massachusetts. — Stated  Convocation,  from  March  9,1869, 

to  December  7,  1869. 

Of  Michigan. — At  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation,  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  11  and  12,  1870. 
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Of  Missouri. — At  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation, 

October  6,  18G9. 

Of  Minnesota. — At  the  Ninth  Annual  Convocation,  January 

12,  1870. 

Of  Mississippi. — At  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation, 

January  20,  1870. 

Of  New  Hampshire. — At  the  Annual  Convocations,  June  9, 

1868,  and  June  8,  1869. 

Also,  at  the  Annual  Convocation,  May 

17,  1870. 

Of  New  York. — At  the  Seventy- third  Annual  Convocation, 

February  1,  2,  3  and  4,  1870. 

Of  New  Jersey. — At  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Convocation, 

September  8,  1869. 

Also,  at  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation,  September  14,  1870. 

Of  North  Carolina. — At  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion,  December  2,  1869. 

Of  Nebraska. — At  the  Third  Annual  Convocation,  October 

25,  1869. 

Of  Ohio. — At  the  Fifty-third  Annual  Communication,  October 

15-18,  1869. 

Also,  at  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Com¬ 
munication,  September  13-15,  1870. 

Of  Oregon _ At  the  Tenth  Annual  Convocation,  at  Astoria, 

June  17,  1870. 

Of  Rhode  Island. — For  the  year  1869,  comprising  proceedings 

at  a  Special  Convocation,  February 

18,  1869,  and  at  the  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation,  March  9,  1869. 
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Of  Rhode  Island.  —  Also,  for  the  year  ending  March  8, 

1810,  comprising  proceedings  at  a 
Special  Convocation,  September  20, 
1869. 

Also,  Special  Convocation,  September 
28,  1869. 

Also,  December  31,  1869. 

Also,  at  the  Seventy-second  Annual 
Convocation,  March  8,  1810. 

Of  South  Carolina. — At  the  Annual  Grand  Convocation, 

February  15  and  16,  1810. 

Of  Texas. — At  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation,  June 

13,  1810. 

Of  Virginia. — At  the  Annual  Convocation,  December  16, 

1869. 

Of  Vermont. — At  the  Annual  Convocation,  June  11,  1810. 

Of  Wisconsin. — At  the  Annual  Convocation,  January  18, 1810. 


ALABAMA. 

Companion  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  proceedings  exhibit  prosperity  and  general  harmony,  and 
that  there  were  in  this  jurisdiction  sixty-six  working  Chapters  ; 
while  the  charters  of  twenty-nine  others  had  been  forfeited. 

The  late  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Peleg  Brown, 
in  his  address  at  this  Annual  Convocation,  reports,  as  the  only 
exception  to  universal  harmony,  a  singular  condition  of  recusancy 
on  the  part  of  Mobile  Chapter,  No.  21,  in  refusing  to  conform  to 
the  work  as  laid  down  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  conflicted 
with  the  work  of  an  “itinerant  lecturer  from  another  jurisdic¬ 
tion.”  The  Grand  High  Priest,  on  visiting  this  Chapter,  was 
told  that  “  it  was  not  his  duty  to  teach  the  work,”  and  in  closing 
the  Chapter  the  Captain  of  the  Host,-  a  Past  High  Priest,  “  posi- 
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tively  refused  to  conform”  to  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  instruc¬ 
tions. 

As  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  joined  in  this  insubordina¬ 
tion,  it  is  .only  surprising  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  contented 
himself  with  reporting  the  facts  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  without 
having  sequestrated  the  warrant  of  Mobile  Chapter  on  the  spot. 

ARKANSAS. 

Companion  E.  H.  English,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  W.  D.  Blocher,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  list  of  forty-seven  subordinate  Chapters  is  given. 

The  annual  address  by  Companion  Luke  E.  Barber,  Grand 
High  Priest  for  the  last  Masonic  year,  is  in  excellent  spirit,  and 
gives  an  encouraging  view  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  this 
interesting  j  urisdiction. 

< 

CALIFORNIA. 

Companion  George  T-.  Grimes,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Lawrence  C.  Owen,  Grand  Secretary. 

These  proceedings  show  a  list  of  thirty-six  working  Chapters 
in  the  State  of  California,  with  a  total  membership  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  made  by  Com¬ 
panion  Lawrence  C.  Owen,  gives  a  judicious  and  interesting 
resume  of  the  proceedings  of  such  of  the  Grand  Chapters  as  had 
communicated  with  them,  but  does  not  include  Pennsylvania. 
From  this  report  and  that  of  Vermont  we  have  had  the  first 
advantage  of  an  opportunity  to  read  the  address  of  M.  E.  John 
L.  Lewis,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States,  delivered  at  the  meeting  at  St. 
Louis,  September  15,  18t0. 

The  following  passages  from  this  address,  relating  to  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  may  be  of  interest  to  our 
Companions : 

Upon  one  point  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  certainly  ever  been 
firm  and  consistent — in  the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  its  jurisdiction  ;  a 
right  which  lias  been  concurred  in  by  the  consent  of  all  parties  and  persons 
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concerned,  and  is  now  fairly  and  conclusively  established.  The  rig-lit  of 
jurisdiction  claimed  and  conceded  is  within  all  the  territory  in  every  portion 
of  the  territorial  domain  of  the  United  States,  and  over  all  Royal  Arch  bodies 
therein  where  a  State  Grand  Chapter  did  not  exist  at  the  time  of  its  organi¬ 
zation,  and  over  those  State  Grand  Chapters  which  have  been  at  any  time  a 
part  of  its  constituency  ;  and  also  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  other  Grand 
Bodies  of  Capitulary  Masonry  beyond  the  United  States,  in  all  vacant  terri¬ 
tory. 


CANADA. 

Companion  T.  Douglas  Harington,  Grand  Zerubbabel. 

Companion  Thomas  Bird  Harris,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

The  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Zerubbabel  declares  that  the 
past  has  been  prosperous,  the  present  is  harmonious,  and  the 
prospect  for  the  future  is  auspicious,  for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
his  jurisdiction. 

There  are  thirty-nine  subordinate  Chapters,  and  four  new 
charters  were  asked  for.  The  total  of  enrolled  members  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  Canada  is  given  at  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-one. 

A  Grand  Chapter  for  Nova  Scotia  has  been  fully  organized 
and  was  fully  recognized  by  the  Grand  Zerubbabel,  whose  recog¬ 
nition  his  Grand  Chapter  confirmed,  on  the  principle  that  “where 
there  is  a  Grand  Lodge,  a  Grand  Chapter  may  of  right  follow.” 

A  “  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  had  also  been  organized 
and  claimed  recognition  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
which  was  fully  accorded,”  and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of 
England  duly  notified  accordingly. 

An  “  Authorized  Ritual  of  the  Roj’al  Arch  Degree  ”  was  exhib¬ 
ited  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  as  the  Ritual  to  be  used 
in  all  Chapters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada. 

The  interesting  fact  of  the  retirement  last  year  of  the  Earl  of 
Zetland  as  M.  E.  “First  Principal”  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
England,  after  having  filled  that  exalted  position  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  is  also  noticed ;  and  an  address  to  the  Earl 
of  Zetland,  expressive  of  the  respect  and  grateful  feeling  of  the 
Order  in  Canada  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  throughout  the  world,  was  resolved  on. 

The  last  report  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  England  and  Ire- 


land  is  noticed  in  these  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  in  the  able  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
as  derived  from  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Tennessee. 

As  this  is  the  only  report  we  have  from  England  and  Ireland, 
we  copy  the  following  statistical  statements,  which  will  be  read 
with  much  interest : 


ENGLAND. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England  and  Wales  has  its  seat  in 
London.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Zetland  is  the  M.  E.  Grand  Zerub- 
babel ;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  de  Grey  and  Ripon  is  Grand  Haggai ;  the 
M.  E.  Companion  Rev.  John  Huy  she,  Grand  Jesliua.  There  are  twenty- 
three  Provinces,  with  Grand  Superintendents  over  each,  in  England,  and 
eleven  Provinces  abroad.  The  number  of  active  Chapters  at  the  present 
time  is  three  hundred  and  seventy,  and  eight  Chapters  of  Instruction.  Of 
these  Chapters,  the  majority  are  in  England  ;  but  there  are  five  in  Eastern 
Europe  ;  three  in  China  ;  twenty -three  in  the  East,  and  twelve  in  the  West 
Indies  ;  sixteen  in  Australia  ;  two  in  New  Zealand  ;  seven  in  America,  and 
five  in  Africa.  Three  are  also  attached  to  Military  Corps,  not  stationary. 
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IRELAND. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Ireland  meets  at  Dublin  quarterly. 
The  chief  officers  at  present  are  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  King  ;  Sir 
Edward  Borough,  High  Priest,  and  John  H.  Goddard,  Chief  Scribe.  There 
are  eighty-one  active  Chapters  at  present  on  the  rolls,  though  the  numbers 
run  up  to  nine  hundred  and  thirty -five.  The  Grand  Chapter  has  a  Pro¬ 
vincial  Grand  Chapter  .at  Melbourne,  Victoria. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Companion  John  H.  Barlow,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  J.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  a  list  of  twenty-nine 
working  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  a  total  membership  of 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

The  annual  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  gives  an 
interesting  account  of  his  visitations  to  the  several  subordinate 

Chapters,  and  of  his  decisions  and  instructions  imparted  to 

* 

them,  and  exhibits  a  gratifying  condition  of  harmony  and  pros¬ 
perity  in  his  jurisdiction. 
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A  feature,  novel  to  us,  in  these  proceedings,  is  the  assignment 
of  specific  independent  duties,  in  the  making  of  Grand  Visitations, 
to  the  other  Chiefs  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  by  way  of  relief  and 
assistance  to  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Separate  reports  of  their  several  proceedings  in  this  connection 
are  given  by  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  by  the  Grand 
King,  which  are  very  interesting,  and  show  the  good  effects  of 
their  labors. 

Another  peculiarity  in  Connecticut  is,  that  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence  consists  of  but  one — Companion  William  Storer. 

On  this  occasion  this  veteran  in  the  service  submitted  his 
nineteenth  annual  report — an  able  and  very  elaborate  document 
of  some  seventy-eight  printed  pages.  This  is  taken  up  chiefly 
with  extracts  from  the  printed  proceedings  of  other  Grand 
Chapters,  as  received  by  that  of  Connecticut — long  addresses 
being  copied  in  extenso  ;  and  is  somewhat  curious  as  an  exhibit 
of  the  controversial  talents  of  the  Companions  in  various  juris¬ 
dictions,  as  displayed  in  dissertations  on  various  points  of  the 
internal  workings  and  affairs  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  Without 
implication  of  the  able  and  excellent  author  of  this  report,  who 
is  not  individually  obnoxious  to  our  remarks,  we  have  only  to 
repeat,  in  this  connection,  our  disapproval  of  so  much  of  this 
kind  of  publication,  which  in  many  instances  is  glaringly  sub¬ 
versive  of  the  conservative  reticence  so  essential  to  the  harmo¬ 
nious  working  as  well  as  the  true  strength  of  Free  Masonry. 

Pennsylvania  is  not  mentioned  in  this  report,  from  which  we 
infer  that  our  printed  proceedings  have  not  been  received  by 
Connecticut  at  the  time  of  their  last  Annual  Convocation. 


DELAWARE. 

0 

Companion  Daniel  C.  Godwin,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  W.  F.  Godwin,  Grand  Secretary. 

Since  the  revival  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,  this  was 
the  Second  Annual  Convocation,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
activity  and  Masonic  zeal  displaj-ed  hy  the  proceedings,  which 
augur  future  prosperity,  power  and  usefulness  from  the  institution 
in  that  old  jurisdiction. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  we  learn  that  a 
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body  of  men  at  Lewes,  within  their  jurisdiction,  were  conferring 
the  several  capitular  degrees  without  proper  authority.  A  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Investigation  was  appointed,  but  the  result  of  their 
action  has  not  yet  appeared. 

Companion  Allen  Y.  Lesley,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  in  his  report,  says  : 

We  apprehend  that  it  is  not  in  the  province  of  a  Committee  of  Corre¬ 
spondence  to  discuss  the  various  points  of  Masonic  law  and  to  pronounce 
opinions  in  relation  thereto.  These  are  functions  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  we  trust  that  in  this  jurisdiction  a  modest  reticence  of  judgment  con¬ 
cerning  affairs  of  other  Grand  Bodies  may  distinguish  the  Committee 
appointed  for  the  simple  purpose  of  keeping  us  acquainted  witli  the  acts 
and  decisions  which  affect  Koyal  Arch  Masonry  in  general,  or  which  have 
a  relation  to  our  interests. 

To  the  spirit  of  these  remarks  we  fully  give  our  accord.  A 
volume  could  not  have  expressed  more  practical  Masonic  wisdom 
on  this  subject. 

A  tabular  statement  of  returns  from  four  subordinate  Chapters 
give  a  total  membership  last  year  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  formation  of  this  new  jurisdiction,  by  its  separation  from 
Maiyland,  was  noticed  in  our  report  in  June  last,  and  the  inde¬ 
pendent  new  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  duly 
recognized  and  fraternally  greeted  by  our  Grand  Chapter. 

For  the  year  1869 — 

Companion  B.  B.  French  was  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  1ST.  D.  Larner  was  Grand  Secretary. 

A  statistical  table  shows  that,  in  November,  1869,  there  were  in 
this  jurisdiction  eight  working  Chapters,  with  a  total  membership 
of  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three. 

Without  entering  into  the  merits,  pro  or  con,  of  the  contro¬ 
versy  which  preceded  and  accompanied  the  separation  of  this 
jurisdiction  from  Maryland,  we  cannot  but  here  express  our 
astonishment,  as  well  as  grief,  at  the  totally  unmasonic  style  in 
which  that  subject  is  treated  in  the  comments  made  on  it  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  printed  in  these 
proceedings  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  language  and  tone  of  those  comments  (after  the  separation 
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was  completed)  throughout  are  without  the  slightest  spirit  of 
conciliation,  and  steeped  in  that  of  vituperation  to  a  degree 
that  would  degrade  the  columns  of  the  lowest  partizan  news¬ 
paper  in  the  bitterest  political  controversy.  We  are  deeply  sorry 
to  see  such  a  blur  upon  what  should  be  the  pure  sheet  of  the 
Masonic  annals  of  America. 

It  is  a  strong  illustration  of  the  vicious  practice  of  allowing 
controversies  about  airy  differences  which  may  arise  within  the 
precincts  of  Masomy  to  go  into  print  at  all.  The  practice  and 
conduct  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penns3dvania  in  abstaining 
from  all  public  controversjq  and  in  declining,  as  it  did,  to  take 
any  part  whatever  in  that  between  Maryland  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  has  been  eminently  wise  ;  and  the  utter  unprofitableness 
of  any  result  from  such  interference  is  here  most  vividly  exem¬ 
plified.  As  it  is  certainty  to  the  disparagement,  not  to  say 
disgrace  of  our  honorable  fraternit}",  that  such  language  should 
be  put  before  the  world,  we  are  forced  to  refrain  from  any 
quotation  from  this  part  of  the  District  of  Columbia’s  report. 
We  cannot  but  here  remark,  however,  that  in  fine  contrast  with 
it  are  the  excellent  and  practical  addresses  given  in  this  pamphlet 
by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 

BENJAMIN  BE  OWN  FRENCH, 
whose  unexpected  decease  since  our  last  report  has  filled  with 
sorrow  the  hearts  of  true  Free  Masons  throughout  this  continent, 
and  we  may  probabty  say,  with  almost  literal  truth,  u  around  the 
globe.” 

He  was  a  man  whose  spirit  was  all  Masonic.  His  gentle 
nature,  combined  with  brilliant  intellectual  endowments,  shed  its 
benignant  influence  through,  his  writings  wherever  true  Masonic 
feeling  and  principle  could  be  disseminated  b}-  our  language. 
His  impress  upon  the  Masonic  world  was  that  of  a  great  mis¬ 
sionary,  whose  own  heart  had  been  touched  by  the  Heaven- 
born  spark  of  universal  charity.  With  mourning  hearts  we  give 
this  slight  tribute  to  the  memory  of  B.  B.  French.  He  was  long 
the  personal  acquaintance  and  friend  of  the  writer  of  this,  who 
can  truly  say  that  he  never  was  known  intentionally  to  do  or 
allow  a  wrong,  or  inflict  an  unnecessary  wound  upon  the  feelings 
of  a  human  being,  much  less  a  Companion  or  brother  of  the 
“  Mystic  Tie.” 

The  influence  of  his  example,  and  of  his  bright  and  useful 
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career,  like  “  bread  cast  upon  the  waters,”  will  “  appear  after 
many  days and  under  it,  when  the  asperities  which  seem  to 
have  arisen  from  the  undue  fervor  and  u  hot  zeal  ”  engendered  in 
the  late  local  controversies  shall  have  passed  away,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  the  emanations  from  the  Companions  of  such  refined 
culture  and  Masonic  skill  and  wisdom  as  those  of  this  new  juris¬ 
diction,  will  tend  to  the  strengthening  and  instruction  of  the 
Craft  and  the  advancement  of  the  true  principles  of  Freemasonry 
over  the  land. 

At  a  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  held  January  5, 1 8  JO,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
a  petition  from  Potomac  Chapter,  ]STo.  8,  for  a  charter,  our 
beloved  Companion,  B.  B.  French,  as  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
delivered  his  last  address  to  the  Companions.  In  it,  in  brief  but 
clear  terms,  he  gives  a  summary  of  the  facts  of  the  former  aliena¬ 
tion  of  Potomac  Chapter  from  the  old  Grand  Chapter,  and  its 
existence  for  some  time  as  an  independent  Royal  Arch  organiza¬ 
tion,  until,  on  the  formation  of  the  new  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  it  applied  to  it  for  a  charter. 

There  was  strenuous  opposition  made  in  the  Grand  Chapter  to 
this  application,  but  under  the  healing  influence  of  Companion 
French’s  brief  but  powerful  address — more  powerful  because  it 
was  brief — the  force  of  this  opposition  was  dispelled  and  the 
request  for  a  charter  was  granted. 

The  following  beautiful  passages  from  that  address  will  be 
read  with  interest,  as  among  the  last  words  of  his  Masonic  life, 
and  as  strongly  illustrating  the  beaut3^  of  the  Masonic  spirit 
which  pervaded  all  that  he  did  as  a  member  of  the  Craft : 

But  aside  from  all  this,  every  tliiDg  that  has  been  done  to  heal  our  Royal 
Arch  difficulties  here  has  been  done  by  way  of  compromise,  and  it  is  a  part 
of  that  compromise  that  Potomac  Chapter  should  become  a  constituent  of 
this  Grand  Chapter.  In  healing  these  difficulties,  much  must  be  given  and 
taken  on  both  sides.  Magnanimity  and  forbearance  must  be  leading  virtues 
amongst  us  ;  and,  when  the  healing  process  is  fully  accomplished,  that 
brotherly  love  which  should  always  prevail  among  Freemasons  must  be 
invoked,  and  may  it  descend  upon  us,  as  did  the  Spirit  from  on  high  upon 
Him  who  was  born  to  save  a  world,  and  consecrate  us  to  harmony  and  good 
fellowship  for  all  time  to  come . 

But  I  can  say,  in  all  sincerity,  calling  Heaven  to  witness  its  truth,  that 
what  I  have  done  has  been  done  with  a  full  belief  that  it  was  for  the  benefit 
and  glory  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
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whose  honor,  whose  welfare  and  whose  standing  among  the  Royal  Arch 
Craft  of  the  world  is  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own  life,  and  for  the  unanimity, 
harmony  and  prosperity  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  here. 


FLORIDA. 

Companion  D.  C.  Dawkins,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Edward  Bradford,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  in  this  jurisdiction  returns  of  thirteen  working 
Chapters,  with  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  members. 

From  the  brief  but  excellent  and  eloquent  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  we  learn  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida 
had,  at  its  last  preceding  Annual  Convocation,  adopted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  become  a  constituent  member  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of 'the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  by  Com¬ 
panion  Thomas  A.  Carruth,  extends  to  some  forty-five  printed 
pages,  and  is  an  interesting  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  such 
of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  as  had  communicated  wdth  Florida 
during  the  preceding  year. 

Pennsylvania  is  not  among  them,  and  we  find  nothing  of  special 
interest  to  our  Grand  Chapter  to  transfer  from  this  report. 

From  the  whole  of  these  interesting  proceedings,  we  are  as¬ 
sured  of  a  satisfactory  state  of  harmony  and  prosperity  in  the 
working  of  our  Order  in  Florida. 


GEORGIA. 

Companion  Moses  P.  Kellogg,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  J.  Emmet  Blackshear,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  find  a  list  of  fifty-four  subordinate  Chapters  in  Georgia, 
but  as  no  statistical  table  is  given,  we  are  unable  to  state  the 
number  of  members,  or  other  statistics  of  this  jurisdiction. 

Companion  Samuel  Lawrence,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  made  an  interesting  report,  which  abounds  in 
humorous,  remarks,  and  in  one  place  shows  his  native  good-nature, 
as  well  as  his  regard  for  Masonic  duty,  by  expressing  regret  for, 
and  retraction  of,  some  harshly  sarcastic  remarks  he  had  indulged 
in,  in  a  former  report  touching  Companion  Guilbert,  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence  of  Iowa. 
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ILLINOIS. 

Companion  James  H.  Miles5  Grand  High  Pried. 

Companion  Harman  G.  Reynolds,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  tabular  statement  gives  the  whole  number  of  Chapters  in 
Illinois  one  hundred  and  thirty-four,  with  a  membership  in  1869 
of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  annual  address,  speaks  as  follows 
of  the  state  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Illinois,  and  of  certain 
criticisms  which  he  seems  to  think  had  been  unjustly  applied  to 
its  administration : 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  to  you  at  the  opening  of 
this,  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  peace  and  prosperity  reign  throughout  all  this 
great  Commonwealth,  that  the  banner  of  our  beloved  Order  still  floats  out 
full  upon  the  breeze,  despite  the  aspersions  of  our  maligners  and  the  threats 
of  our  enemies,  and  that  a  healthy  growth  in  our  various  bodies  denote  that 
we  are  not,  as  they  would  have  us  believe,  departing  from  the  faith  of  our 
fathers,  or  building  an  institution  upon  the  sands,  which  the  first  wave  of 
discord  and  strife  will  overthrow  and  destroy,  but  rather  that  we  are  build¬ 
ing  upon  the  rock,  cementing  with  the  experience  of  the  ages,  and  with  the 
wealth  and  integrity  of  later  years. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was  submitted 
by  Companion  Harman  G.  Reynolds,  Grand  Secretary,  concluding 
with  a  notice  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  seventeenth  such  annual 
report  made  by  that  Companion.  It  gives  an  excellent  review  of 
the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters,  not,  however,  including 
Pennsylvania. 

INDIANA. 

Companion  Rees  J.  Chesnutwood,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  John  M.  Bramwell,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  total  number  of  Chapters  in  Indiana  is  given  as  eighty- 
six,  and  the  number  of  members  in  1869  as  three  thousand  and 
eighteen. 

Grand  High  Priest  Harvey  G.  Hazling  delivered  an  excellent 
valedictory  address,  in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  other 
Grand  Chapters  in  correspondence  with  Indiana,  and  says : 

No  jarring  sounds  or  discordant  notes  mar  the  uniform  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  that  reigns  triumphant  in  every  jurisdiction  upon  the  American  Con¬ 
tinent,  so  far  as  I  am  advised. 
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IOWA. 

Companion  Pitkin  C.  Wright,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  D.  B.  Langridge,  Grand  Secretary. 

In  October,  1869,  there  were  in  Iowa  fifty-two  Chapters,  with 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  members. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  by  Com¬ 
panion  Langridge,  gives  a  very  extended  and  able  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  twent}r-seven  Grand  Chapters,  and  the  non-recep¬ 
tion  of  an}-  printed  communication  from  Pennsylvania  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  terms  of  some  dissatisfaction. 

Companion  Langridge  advocates  the  disbandment  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  and  recommends 
the  return  of  Iowa  to  its  ranks  for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  such 
disbandment. 


KANSAS. 

Companion  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  E.  T.  Carr,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  statistical  table  is  given  in  this  pamphlet,  which  shows  that 
the  number  of  Chapters  in  Kansas,  October,  1869,  was  sixteen, 
with  a  total  membership  of  five  hundred  and  five. 

An  interesting  address  was  delivered  b}^  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  from  which  it  appears  that  harmony  and  prosperity  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  Order  in  Kansas,  and  the  principles  and  practice  of 
the  Royal  Craft  are  eloquently  and  forcibly  inculcated  and 
enforced. 

An  able  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  made  by  Com¬ 
panion  E.  T.  Carr,  which  does  not,  however,  include  any  thing 
relating  to  Pennsylvania,  or  requiring  especial  notice  from  us. 

KENTUCKY. 

Companion  Henry  Bostwick,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Philip  Swigert,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  total  number  of  Chapters  in  Kentucky  is  one  hundred 
and  ten,  and  that  of  Companions  in  membership  in  October  last 
was  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

Rev.  Companion  Grand  Chaplain  H.  A.  M.  Henderson,  Chair- 
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mail  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  made  an  able  report, 
elaborately  quoting  from  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters. 
Under  the  head  of  “  Pennsylvania,”  he  courteously  comments  on 
our  proceedings  as  published  last  year,  concluding  with  an  exhor¬ 
tation  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  to  summon  “enter¬ 
prise  enough  to  give  us  her  minutes  annually,”  and  a  complaint 
that  “  Pennsylvania  only  gives  us  barren  extracts  from  the 
minutes.” 


LOUISIANA. 

Companion  Hugh  Breen,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  J.  C.  Bachelor,  M.  D.,  Grand  Secretary . 

The  number  given  of  Chapters  in  Louisiana  is  twenty-five,  and 
that  of  members  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ten. 

A  brief  but  excellent  annual  address  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  shows  a  gratifying  condition  of  harmony  and  prosperity 
in  the  jurisdiction. 

A  resolution  looking  to  the  dissolution  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  submitted  at  the 
last  previous  Annual  Convocation,  was  still  under  consideration, 
but  no  final  action  on  it  taken. 

A  plan  of  mutual  representation  with  the  sister  Grand  Chapters 
of  the  United  States  is  recommended  in  this  address,  and  the 
action  last  year  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana,  regarding 
the  proceedings  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  Prance  in  recognizing  a 
body  in  Louisiana  styling  itself  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  which  is  there  considered  as  irregular  or  clandestine, 
is  approved. 

A  report  is  given  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
which  does  not  include  Pennsylvania.  Five  closely  printed 
pages  are  given  to  the  correspondence  with  New  Jersey;  and 
some  idea  of  the  objectionable  license  into  which  these  documents 
so  frequently  run  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  nearly  every 
line  of  that  voluminous  mass  of  printed  matter  is  devoted  to 
badinage ,  apparently  intended  as  humorous,  between  the  two 
Chairmen  of  the  respective  Committees  of  Correspondence  of 
those  jurisdictions,  in  which  allegations  of  falsehood  and  sugges¬ 
tions  of  intemperance  are  freely  mingled  in  a  medley  which 
altogether  forms  a  very  poor  attempt  at  the  comic,  while  as  an 
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effort  for  any  serious  effect  it  is  still  more  abortive  and  unprofit¬ 
able. 

The  Committee  quote  at  length,  with  cordial  approval  and 
fraternal  gratitude,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  had  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Tennessee : 

Whereas ,  The  Grand  Orient  of  France  has,  by  her  ill-judged  and  un¬ 
timely  action  of  recognizing  the  clandestine  body  styling  itself  The 
Supreme  Council  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  inflicted  a  wanton  insult  and 
deliberate  injury  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Louisiana:  and , 
whereas ,  it  is  necessary  for  all  the  Masonic  bodies  of  North  America  to 
take  prompt  and  decisive  measures  to  prevent  the  infringement  of  their 
territory  by  any  foreign  body  whatsoever  :  Be  it 

Resolved ,  That  all  Masonic  intercourse  and  communication  between  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  cease,  until 
said  Grand  Orient  shall  reverse  her  action  in  this  matter. 


MAINE. 

Companion  Stephen  J.  Young,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Ira  Berry,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  list  of  thirty-three  working  Chapters  is  given,  with  a  total 
membership  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

The  annual  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  is  inter¬ 
esting  in  detail  of  his  labors  and  decisions  during  the  past  year, 
and  in  conservative  and  truly  Masonic  spirit  throughout.  The 
following  is  his  judicious  decision  on  public  Masonic  parades: 

Hancock  Chapter  applied  to  me  for  a  dispensation  authorizing  them  to 
appear  in  form,  and  as  a  Chapter,  at  the  time  and  places  of  the  services  of 
the  decoration  of  the  soldiers’  graves. 

Ans.  It  is  an  established  principle  that  Masonic  bodies  should  not  appear 
in  public  as  such,  except  on  occasions  specifically  Masonic,  such  as  Masonic 
funerals,  the  laying  of  corner-stones,  &c.,  &c.  If  there  were  to  be  any 
Masonic  ceremonies  at  these  services,  under  dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  authorize 
your  Chapter  to  appear  in  procession  ;  but  as  the  services  do  not,  apparently, 
partake  in  any  way  of  a  specifically  Masonic  character,  I  am  obliged,  much 
to  my  regret,  to  decline  granting  the  request  of  the  Chapter. 

A  peculiarity  in  the  work  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  in  Scotland, 
is  thus  stated : 

There  is  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  St.  Stephens,  N.  B., 
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opposite  the  town  of  Calais  in  this  State,  working  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland.  By  the  regulations  of  that  Grand 
Chapter  only  two  actual  candidates  are  allowed  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
the  place  of  the  third  being  tilled  by  the  Principal  Sojourner,  who  appears 
in  the  same  clothing. 

i 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Maine  decides  that  this  circumstance 
shall  not  work  to  prohibit  fraternal  intercourse  and  visiting 
between  the  Companions  of  Maine  and  those  of  the  Chapter  in 
New  Brunswick. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  through  Companion  Josiah 
H/  Drummond,  Chairman,  gives  an  interesting  and  judicious 
summary  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters 
which  had  been  received  by  them. 

Of  those  of  Pennsylvania  they  speak  in  fraternal  terms,  com¬ 
mending  the  addresses  of  the  last  and  the  present  Grand  High 
Priests,  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  our  system  of  Grand  Visita¬ 
tions  to  our  subordinate  Chapters,  and  quoting  from  them  and 
from  Companion  Meyer’s  Report  on  Correspondence  with  ap¬ 
proving  interest. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Companion  Henry  C bickering,  Grand  High  Priest . 

Companion  Thomas  Waterman,  Grand  Secretary. 

An  abstract  of  returns  gives  thirty-six  working  Chapters  in 
Massachusetts,  with  a  total  membership  of  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty-seven. 

An  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  delivered  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  is  in  true  Masonic  spirit  and  interesting  in  its  state¬ 
ments.  The  following  extracts  show  the  gratifying  condition  of 
capitular  Masonry  in  Massachusetts : 

I  have  personally  visited  thirty  of  the  subordinates,  in  most  cases 
accompanied  by  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  and  other  of  the  Grand 
Officers,  to  all  of  whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  companionship  and 
assistance.  In  addition  to  these,  some  two  or  three,  possibly  more,  have 
been  made  by  M.  E.  Companion  Chapman,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
one  by  E.  Companion  Charles  H.  Norris,  Grand  Scribe. 

I  am  satisfied  that  these  visits  of  the  Grand  Officers  are  productive  of 
much  good,  awakening  a  new  interest,  encouraging  the  officers  and  Com¬ 
panions,  and  promoting  uniformity  and  excellence  of  work,  and  I  think  the 
custom  should  be  continued.  In  all  these  visits  (with  perhaps  one  excep- 
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tion)  I  have  witnessed  work,  and  with  few  exceptions  have  found  the 
Chapters  in  good  condition  and  the  work  well  rendered.  I  have  been 
agreeably  disappointed  in  finding  such  general  uniformity  and  proficiency, 
and  I  think  this  Grand  Chapter  may  well  be  congratulated  upon  the  great 
improvement  made  under  our  present  system  of  Grand  Lecturers  and 
annual  exemplification  of  the  work.  While  a  few  Chapters  still  need 
instruction  and  practice,  and  one  or  two  are  quite  deficient,  in  most  of  them 
the  work  is  good.  Where  all  are  doing  so  well,  it  may  seem  invidious  to 
particularize ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  to  speak  of  the  accurate,  and  what  I 
deem  of  even  more  importance,  the  effective  rendering  of  the  work  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  Chapter,  Cambridge ;  Waverly,  Melrose ;  Northampton,  North¬ 
ampton  ;  Waltham,  Waltham  ;  and  if  last,  not  least,  the  eldest  sister,  St. 
Andrew’s,  Boston. 

In  all  my  visits,  I  have  been  received  as  your  representative  with  that 
fraternal  hospitality  for  which  the  Royal  Craft  is  distinguished  ;  and  what 
more  need  be  said  ? 

The  general  condition  of  the  Fraternity  in  the  State,  as  indicated  by 
these  Chapters  visited,  and  from  all  I  hear,  is  excellent.  The  amount  of 
work  doing,  though  perhaps  not  quite  as  great  as  in  some  former  years,  is 
abundant,  and,  so  far  as  I  ■can  judge,  the  material  good.  A  good  degree  of 
interest  is  felt,  and  peace,  harmony  and  good  will  everywhere  prevail. 
The  only  matter  that  has  occurred  seeming  to  demand  the  interference  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest  was  that  at  Holyoke,  reported  to  and  acted  upon 
by  you  at  the  last  Quarterly  Convocation.  One  case  of  individual  grievance 
has  been  presented  to  me,  the  facts  in  regard  to  which  I  have  not  been  able 
to  satisfy  myself  about,  my  written  inquiries  having  failed  to  elicit 
answers. 

An  elaborate  report  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
Companion  John  W.  Dadmun,  of  over  fifty  pages,  gives  a  very 
ample  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters,  which, 
however,  does  not  include  Pennsylvania.  The  u  conclusion  ”  of 
this  report  is  in  such  excellent  tone,  that  we  cop}7,  it  entire  as  an 
exemplification  of  the  true  spirit  of  Hojml  Arch  Masonry  which 
prevails  in  Massachusetts  : 

It  is  a  fact — a  glorious  fact — that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  United 
States  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  The  little  disturbance  that  has 
existed  between  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  exists  no  more,  and  now  we  may  turn  our  undivided  attention  to 
the  purity  and  harmony  of  our  beloved  institution.  It  has  afforded  us 
great  satisfaction  to  see  with  what  earnestness  some  of  our  Grand  Chapters 
are  urging  upon  the  members  purity  of  character.  Intemperance  and  pro¬ 
fanity  are  pointedly  and  eloquently  rebuked.  The  practical  exemplification 
of  our  faith  is  urged  as  a  safeguard  against  the  attacks  of  our  enemies. 
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We  trust  that  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept,  will  be  given  upon 
Masonic  uprightness ,  until  we  all  come  to  unity  of  practice  as  well  as  unity 
of  faith. 


MICHIGAN. 

Companion  Charles  H.  Brown,  Grand  High  Priest . 

Companion  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  abstract  of  returns  shows  sixty-seven  working  Chapters  in 
Michigan,  with  a  total  of  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five 
members. 

The  annual  address  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  William  L. 
Webber  is  full  of  excellent  advice  and  instruction,  eloquently 
expressed,  and  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  Michigan  is  shown 
to  be  prosperous,  harmonious  and  satisfactory. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  Companion  J. 
Eastman  Johnson,  Grand  Secretary,  occupying  about  sixty-five 
printed  pages,  gives  extracts  and  comments  on  the  proceedings 
of  twenty-three  Grand  Chapters. 

The  following  paragraph  from  Companion  Johnson’s  preface  to 
his  report  agrees  with  our  own  views  already  expressed  in  this 
report : 

We  often  meet  decisions  on  Masonic  law  which  the  plainest  landmarks, 
constant  Masonic  usage,  and  local  Constitutions  and  By-Laws  have  long 
ago,  and  over  and  over,  settled.  All  these  we  have  passed  by  as  unneces¬ 
sary  to  occupy  the  time  of  any  Grand  Chapter.  We  think  it  would  be  well 
for  presiding  officers  and  Committees  to  remand  the  questioners  in  such 
cases  to  the  law  and  the  testimony.  A  little  careful  thinking  by  Companions 
would  save  much  time  to  all,  and  improve  the  inquirers  in  the  knowledge 
of  Masonry  to  better  purpose  than  the  most  formal  answers  to  such 
questions. 

The  following  paragraph  shows  the  view  taken  in  Michigan  on 
the  modern  question  as  to  Foreign  Representatives  in  our  Grand 
Chapters : 

Now,  let  us  ask,  what  are  these  Representatives  to  do  ?  What  are  their 
instructions,  or  have  they  no  instructions  ?  Have  they  power  to  do  pretty 
much  as  they  please — that  is,  are  they  ministers  plenipotentiary  ?  What 
their  functions  may  be  does  not  appear.  But  if  they  have  any  duties  to 
perform,  and  one  of  them  be  to  talk  of  the  affairs  of  their  principals,  what 
business  can  be  expected  to  be  done  hereafter  in  a  Grand  Chapter  having 
present  some  fifty  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters,  besides  attend- 
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ing  to  tlie  ministers  plenipotentiary  ?  In  short,  is  not  this  whole  scheme 
simply  one  through  which  distinguished  Companions  may  be  designated  as 
embassadors  extraordinary  ? 


MINNESOTA. 

Companion  E.  D.  B.  Porter,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  William  S.  Combs,  Grand  Secretary. 

From  the  statement  of  “returns,”  it  appears  that  there  were  in 
Minnesota  seventeen  working  Chapters,  and  that  there  had  been 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  exaltations  during  the  past  3Tear. 
Grand  High  Priest  M.  W.  Getchell  delivered  an  address,  reciting 
his  official  doings  and  decisions  for  the  year,  abounding  in  fra¬ 
ternal  expression,  and  giving  a  favorable  and  interesting  view  of 
the  state  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  his  jurisdiction.  He  ap¬ 
proves,  and  recommends  the  adoption  by  his  Grand  Chapter,  of 
the  s3Tstem  of  representation  near  other  Grand  Chapters. 

A  report  on  correspondence,  by  Companion  A.  T.  C.  Pierson, 
is  given,  in  which  is  reviewed  at  great  length  and  with  much 
abilit3T  the  proceedings  of  a  large  number  of  other  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters,  in  which  Penns3rlvania  is  not  included,  doubtless  owing  to 
their  not  having  received  our  last  publication. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Companion  Robert  B.  Mayes,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Oscar  T.  Keeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  statistical  table  gives  the  number  of  Chapters  in  Mississippi 
at  one  hundred  and  two,  of  which  sevent3r-six  made  returns  to 
the  Grand  Chapter.  The  whole  number  of  members  was  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  the  number  exalted 
during  the  last  3^ear  two  hundred  and  one. 

The  address  of  Companion  Robert  B.  Ma3Tes,  on  whom  as 
Deputy-  Grand  High  Priest  had  devolved  the  station  of  Grand 
High  Priest  for  this  occasion,  commences  with  an  appropriate 
notice  of  the  decease,  since  their  last  Annual  Convocation,  of 
Companion  George  D.  Fee,  who  had  been  then  elected  and 
installed  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
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Mississippi.  Both  this  address  and  the  report  of  a  Special 
Committee  on  that  subject  give  a  warm  and  eloquent  tribute  to 
the  Masonic  character  and  manly  virtues  of  the  distinguished 
deceased. 

The  remainder  of  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  is  largely 
taken  up  with  an  account  of  a  large  number  of  “  decisions  ”  he 
had  made  on  various  questions  of  Masonic  law.  In  relation  to 
these,  it  is  impossible  not  to  observe  that,  where  such  questions 
relate  to  the  established  ancient  landmarks,  or  where  they  touch 
upon  the  secret  usages  of  the  Order,  it  would  be  better  that  they 
should  not  be  published  to  the  world.  These  publications  can 
onty  be  designed  for  the  benefit  of  Freemasonry.  What  possible 
good,  for  instance,  can  accrue  to  the  fraternity,  by  publication  to 
the  world  of  the  causes  why  a  Master  Mason,  in  good  standing, 
was  denied  the  privilege  of  being  advanced  through  the  capitular 
degrees  ? 

The  address,  like  all  others  we  have  read  in  this  collection,  is  a 
most  excellent  one  in  spirit  and  ability,  and  altogether  appro¬ 
priate  to  be  delivered  to  the  Grand  Chapter;  but  what  we  depre¬ 
cate  is,  the  publication  to  the  world  of  such  parts  of  it  as  we 
have  alluded  to.  The  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Mississippi,  as  shown  by  the  whole  of  these  proceedings,  is 
encouraging  and  gratifying,  with  harmony  and  prosperous  work 
prevailing  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

An  able  and  interesting  report  on  correspondence,  by  Com¬ 
panion  William  S.  Patton,  does  not  include  any  notice  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  our  last  printed  proceedings  evidently  not  having 
reached  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi. 


MISSOURI. 

Companion  John  F.  Houston,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  George  Frank  Gourley,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  tabular  statement  shows  that  there  are  fifty-four  Chapters  in 
Missouri,  with  a  total  membership  in  October,  1869,  of  two  thou¬ 
sand  four  hundred  and  eleven. 

An  annual  address  was  delivered  by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Companion  Oren  Root,  Jr.,  in  which  the  beautiful  doctrines  and 
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principles  of  our  Craft  are  set  forth  in  eloquent  terms,  and  an 
account  of  his  labors  for  the  past  }^ear  clearly  stated. 

These  proceedings  abound,  as  usual,  with  evidence  of  a  high 
state  of  Masonic  erudition  and  talent,  for  which  our  Companions 
of  Missouri  have  long  been  so  distinguished. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  decided  “  that  a  Master  Mason  made  in  an  Army  Lodge, 
although  exalted  in  a  regular  Chapter,  could  not  be  recognized  as 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason  until  healed,  is  substantially  correct,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  who  fully  indorse  the  opinion  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest.” 

Companion  G.  Frank  Gourley,  Grand  Secretary,  made  a  very 
interesting  report  on  correspondence  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty- 
one  Grand  Chapters,  not,  however,  including  Pennsylvania,  as 
the  last  publication  of  our  proceedings  had  not  then  been  made. 

Companion  Gourley’s  inevitable  tilt  with  the  valiant  Companion 
Corson,  of  New  Jersey,  is  carried  on  in  good-humored  phrase, 
and  without  the  objection  of  unseemly  language,  so  apt  to  be 
found  in  such  sharp  encounters  of  wit.  The  conclusion  of  his 
report  is  in  excellent  taste,  and  expressive  of  the  true  spirit  of 
Freemasonry,  which  should  ever  actuate  the  authors  of  such 
productions. 


NEBRASKA. 

Companion  R.  C.  Jordan,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  R.  W.  Furnas,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  returns  show  five  working  subordinate  Chapters  in  this 
youthful  and  interesting  jurisdiction,  and  a*total  number  of  two 
hundred  and  two  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  D.  H.  Wheeler  delivered  an  able  ad¬ 
dress,  in  which  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  purity  of  work  and 
diligent  regard  for  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  Rojml  Arch 
Masonry  in  the  jurisdiction  are  manifest.  Pie  approves  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana,  suspending  all 
fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  main¬ 
taining,  as  our  own  and  all  other  American  Grand  Chapters  as 
far  as  heard  from  have  done,  the  right  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Louisiana  to  entire  and  exclusive  control  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  its  jurisdiction. 
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A  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  several  subordinate  Chapters 
in  Nebraska  which  had  been  chartered  by  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States  should  surrender  such  charters, 
and  that  charters  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska  should  be 
issued  in  lieu  thereof. 

Companion  George  B.  Graff,  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
reported  from  twenty-nine  Grand  Chapters,  Penns3dvania  not 
being  among  them,  from  the  fact,  no  doubt,  of  no  printed  pro¬ 
ceedings  having  been  then  received  from  us.  The  report  is  an 
able  and  interesting  document. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Companion  Marcus  Higginbotham,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  John  Woolverton,  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  T.  J.  Corson,  Committee  on  Correspondence ,  Tren¬ 
ton. 

The  number  of  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  New  Jersey,  Septem¬ 
ber,  1 8 TO,  was  twenty-four,  but  I  do  not  find  any  report  of  the 
number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

The  activity  and  zeal  of  our  Companions  of  New  Jersey  is  pro¬ 
verbial,  and  these  proceedings  amply  testify  to  their  ability  and 
efficient  workmanship. 

An  able  and  very  interesting  address  by  Grand  High  Priest 
Companion  David  S.  Battey  gives  a  most  cheerful  and  pleasant 
view  of  the  prosperity  and  harmony  with  which  the  Chapters 
work  in  New  Jersey,  with  clear  and  intelligent  statements  of  his 
various  decisions  on  Masonic  questions  submitted  to  him. 

Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Marcus  Higginbotham, 
Grand  King  Wm.  H.  Jefferys,  and  Grand  Scribe  T.  IT.  R.  Redmay 
also  each  made  full  and  interesting  reports  of  their  labors  in 
visiting  the  various  subordinate  Chapters  assigned  to  them  for 
that  purpose  respectively. 

This  system  of  division  of  that  labor  prevails  in  several  of  the 
Grand  Chapters,  and  seems  to  work  efficiently.  The  following  is 
the  conclusion  of  the  report  of  the  u  Committee  on  Doings  of 
Grand  Officers 

Your  Committee  congratulate  this  Grand  Body  on  the  prosperity  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  which  your  Committee  cannot 
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but  attribute,  in  a  large  degree,  to  the  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  its 
Grand  Officers. 

As  usual,  with  Companion  Thomas  J.  Corson,  M.  D.  as  Chair¬ 
man,  we  have  a  most  interesting  and  elaborate  report  on  corre¬ 
spondence,  from  New  Jersey.  It  covers  the  proceedings  of  every 
Grand  Chapter  in  the  United  States,  and  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  and  is  enlivened  throughout  by  that  peculiar  blending 
of  piquancy  with  good  humor  so  characteristic  of  the  author’s 
style. 

From  a  strong  compliment  to  the  beauty  and  taste  of  the 
tyP°&raphy  and  arrangement  of  our  last  pamphlet  of  proceedings, 
he  advances  to  a  notice  of  its  contents  in  a  strain  of  equal  com¬ 
pliment,  and  in  most  kind  and  fraternal  expression.  .Extracts 
from  the  addresses  of  the  late  and  the  present  Grand  High  Priests 
of  Pennsylvania  are  given  with  warm  approval,  and  Companion 
Meyer’s  report  on  our  correspondence  is  liberally  quoted,  and 
complimented  in  a  similar  fraternal  spirit.  He  also  gives  to  the 
extent  of  several  pages  a  historical  sketch  by  Companion  Drum¬ 
mond,  of  Maine,  of  Iloyal  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania — some 
mistaken  views  and  expressions  in  which,  by  Companion  Drum¬ 
mond,  have  since  been  corrected.  Companion  Corson  finds  him¬ 
self  under  the  necesshy  of  parrying  some  sharp  criticisms  on  his 
style  of  reporting  from  some  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  particularly 
with  regard  to  what  he  calls  his  “playful  allusions”  to  Com¬ 
panions  Hornor  and  Pierson,  of  Louisiana  and  Minnesota,  for 
whom  he  declares,  with  evident  sincerity,  the  warmest  personal 
friendship. 

Companion  Corson,  being  a  physician,  in  his  defence  declares 
himself  a  “true  disciple  of  Democritus,”  the  laughing  philosopher, 
“believing  that  a  hearty  laugh  promotes  digestion.” 

Although  there  is  always  danger  of  this  indulgence  in  badinage 
in  Masonic  correspondence  growing  into  unseemly  carelessness  of 
language,  we  must  say  that  full  credit  should  be  given  to  Com¬ 
panion  Corson  for  his  avowal  (which  we  know  to  be  truthful)  of 
kindness  of  feeling  and  all  Masonic  charity. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Companion  Daniel  R.  Marshall,  (June,  1869,)  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  Horace  Chase,  (June,  1869,)  Grand  Secretary. 

An  abstract  of  returns  to  June,  1869,  shows  that  there  w'ere 
seventeen  Chapters  in  New  Hampshire,  with  a  total  membership  of 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

A  brief  but  excellent  address  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  reports  from  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  the  Grand  King 
and  the  Grand  Scribe  respectively,  give  a  concise  and  satisfactory 
view  of  their  labor,  and  the  prosperous  and  harmonious  condition 
of  Royal  Arch  Masoniy  in  New  Hampshire. 

A  report  on  correspondence  by  Companion  John  J.  Bell  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  twenty  Grand  Chapters  which  it  designates  as 
uin  allegiance  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,”  of  eight  as  Chap¬ 
ters  “seceded”  from  that  organization,  and  of  four  as  “indepen¬ 
dent.”  The  “seceded”  Grand  Chapters  are  given  as  follows: 
Alabama,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island,  Texas  and  Vermont. 

Those  designated  as  “  independent”  are  Canada,  Florida,  Penn¬ 
sylvania-  and  Virginia. 

As  to  the  reason  for  secession,  the  following  from  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  is  quoted  : 

A  Committee  appointed  the  year  before,  on  the  relations  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  submitted  a  report,  in  which  they 
recommend  that  the  Grand  Chapter  maintain  its  independent  position,  on 
the  general  ground,  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  had  ceased  to  be  of  use, 
and  was  onerous  upon  the  Grand  Chapters  without  equivalent  benefit. 
They  thus  speak  of  the  constitutional  changes  of  1859:  The  immediate  ex¬ 
citing  cause  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  dissolution  was  the  promul¬ 
gation  of  those  formidable  changes  in  the  organic  law  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  which  were  proposed  and  advocated  at  the  Triennial  Convocation  of 
1856,  and  which  were  formally  adopted  as  part  of  its  Constitution  at  Chicago 
in  1859.  By  these  changes,  whose  promulgation  in  1856  was  generally 
understood  to  be  a  condition  precedent  to  their  final  adoption  in  1859,  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  completely  divested  itself  of  its  privileges,  was 
emasculated  of  its  powers  completely,  and  in  fine  committed  official  suicide. 
Thereafter  its  pretentions  became  simply  ridiculous,  and  its  honors  despica¬ 
ble,  and  more  than  ever  did  the  fact  become  apparent  that  our  Grand 
Chapter  would  act  the  wiser  part  to  persevere  in  her  determination  to  assert 
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and  maintain  lier  supremacy;  and  hence  the  resolution  of  reaffirmation 
was  passed  in  1860. 

Of  Pennsylvania  they  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  Proceedings 
for  1865-7.  Our  custom  of  allowing  the  presence  of  none  but 
Past  High  Priests  at  the  installation  of  a  High  Priest  is  noticed, 
and  also  our  abstaining  from  participating  as  Royal  Arch  Masons 
in  any  public  ceremonies  or  processions,  without  comment. 

Extracts  from  the  valedictory  address  of  Grand  High  Priest 
Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  and  also  from  the  inaugural  ad¬ 
dress  of  his  successor,  are  given  with  courteous  approval. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation,  May  17,  1870,  Companion  John 
A.  Harris  was  installed  Grand  High  Priest  and  Companion  Abel 
Hutchins  Grand  Secretary.  Heturns  of  seventeen  Chapters  are 
given,  with  a  membership  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

Companion  John  J.  Bell  made  a  brief  and  judicious  report  for 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  Considerable  space  is  given 
to  a  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  “  Order  of  High  Priesthood,” 
separate  organizations  of  which,  in  the  form  of  Councils,  exist  in 
many  of  the  jurisdictions.  Of  Pennsylvania,  in  this  connection, 
they  say  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  Pennsylvania  seem  to 
approve  the  action  ;  but  their  point  seems  to  be  rather  objection  to  Councils 
of  the  order,  of  which  they  seem  to  have  little  knowledge,  than  approval 
of  doing  the  work  itself  in  Grand  Chapter, 


NEW  YORK. 

Companion  John  W.  Simons,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  returns  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  Chapters  under 
warrant  and  fifteen  under  dispensation  in  New  York,  and  a  total 
membership  of  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  annual  address,  disapproves  of 
the  separate  organization  of  the  u  Order  of  High  Priesthood,”  and 
commends  the  action  of  his  Grand  Chapter  in  taking  charge  of 
it,  and  making  the  reception  of  the  degree  of  High  Priesthood 
obligatory  on  all  High  Priests  in  the  jurisdiction. 

A  Committee  had  been  appointed  to  prepare  and  print  an 
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edition  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  but  had  not  yet  completed  that  work. 

The  s}rstem  of  an  interchange  of  representatives  with  other 
Grand  Chapters  is  commended. 

The  address  is  replete  writh  excellent  doctrine,  and  presents  in 
a  most  favorable  and  gratifying  light  the  prosperous  and  har¬ 
monious  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  large  juris¬ 
diction. 

The  report  on  correspondence,  by  Companion  Joseph  White, 
is  an  able  and  interesting  review  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty 
Grand  Chapters;  not  including  Pennsylvania,  whose  proceedings 
had  evidently  not  been  received. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

% 

Companion  William  Murdock,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Thomas  B.  Carr,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  no  statistical  statement ;  but,  so  far  as  wre  can  see  from 
the  minutes  of  returns,  there  are  in  North  Carolina  fifteen  working 
Chapters. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  presented  what  is  called  his 
u  Report,”  which  is  a  document  of  ability,  and  gives  a  candid 
view  of  the  languishing  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  his 
jurisdiction,  with  his  opinion  of  the  cause  thereof,  and  enlighten- 
.ened  advice  as  to  the  proper  means  for  its  remedy. 

A  report  on  correspondence,  by  Companion  Alfred  Martin, 
gives  a  very  elaborate  and  able  review  of  twenty-seven  Grand 
Chapters,  in  which  Pennsylvania  is  not  included.. 

From  the  zeal  and  ability  among  our  brethren  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  as  manifested  by  their  proceedings,  we  have  ample  assurance 
that  the  depression  which  adverse  circumstances  seem  to  have 
temporarily  brought  on  the  cause  of  Ro}ral  Arch  Masonry  in 
that  jurisdiction  will  speedily  disappear,  and  that  prosperity  and 
happiness  are  sure  to  prevail  among  the  bright  and  excellent 
Companions  of  that  old  and  interesting  Commonwealth. 
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OHIO. 

i 

Companion  C.  C.  Kiefer,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  James  Nesbitt,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  statistical  table  for  1868  gives  the  number  of  Chapters  in 
Ohio  as  one  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  the  total  membership  five 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five. 

In  the  excellent  address  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  he 
says  that  most  of  the  numerous  questions  submitted  to  him  for 
decision  during  the  year  were  expressly  provided  for  by  the  Pules 
and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  This  we  believe  is  the 
experience  of  the  Chiefs  of  Grand  Chapters  generally.  An 
abridgment  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  Past  Master’s  degree,  as 
usually  conferred  in  this  and  some  other  jurisdictions,  is  strongly 
urged.  The  making  the  ceremonials  of  the  Chapter  degrees  an 
occasion  of  mirth  and  levity  at  the  expense  of  the  candidate  is 
also  strongly  deprecated  as  totally  wrong. 

The  proceedings  make  a  satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  prosperous 
condition  and  advancement  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Ohio. 

An  able  report  on  “  Foreign  Communications”  from  twelve 
Grand  Chapters  was  made  by  Companion  William  Cunningham. 
In  his  concluding  remarks  Companion  Cunningham  observes  that 
Capitular  Masonry  throughout  America  appears  to  be  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  than  ever  before.  That  the  most  exciting 
topic  among  the  Grand  Chapters  seemed  to  be  the  difference  of 
views  about  the  so-called  Past  Master’s  degree  and  the  modifica- 
tion  in  its  ceremonies  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  the  General 
Grand  Chapter.  The  proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  had  not  been 
received  by  Ohio. 

At  the  Annual  Communication,  held  September  13,  1810,  Com¬ 
panion  Kiefer  was  reelected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Companion 
James  Nesbitt  Grand  Secretary.  The  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  is  a  practical  and  interesting  document,  showing  the 
continued  prosperity  of  his  jurisdiction.  The  system  of  repre¬ 
sentation  between  the  Grand  Chapters  is  approved  and  adopted 
by  Ohio. 

Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  J.  Kelly  O’Neill,  is 
given,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Grand  Chapters, 
including  those  of  Pennsylvania. 
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OREGON. 

Companion  James  R.  Bayley,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  R.  P.  Earhart,  Grand  Secretary. 

From  the  report  of  returns  it  appears  there  were,  June,  1810, 
five  Chapters  regularly  working  in  Oregon,  with  a  total  member¬ 
ship  of  one  hundred  and  eighty. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  annual  address,  returns 
“  thanks  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  above  for  this,  the  Tenth  An¬ 
nual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  whose  working  for  ten 
long  years  has  been  that  of  brotherly  love,  without  one  single 
thing  to  mar  our  peace  and  harmony,”  and  recommends  the  loan¬ 
ing  of  the  Grand  Chapter  surplus  money  to  the  Masonic  Building 
Committee,  of  Portland. 

Companion  S.  F.  Chadwick  made  an  able  and  interesting  report 
on  Correspondence,  and  concludes  by  taking  ground  against  join¬ 
ing  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears  by  these  proceedings  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Oregon  has  done  us  the  honor  to  appoint  M.  E.  Companion 
Michael  Nisbet  its  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Companion  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  George  H.  Burnham,  Grand  Secretary. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation,  March  9,  1869,  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  in  his  annual  address  shows  the  excellent  condition 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Rhode  Island,  as  follows : 

I  can  hardly  realize  that  a  year  has  passed  since  we  assembled  in  Grand 
Convocation,  but  such  is  the  fact,  and  as  I  come  to  render  the  account  of 
my  stewardship,  I  find  little  of  interest  to  present  for  your  consideration. 
It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  harmony  prevails  in  our  subordinates, 
that  they  have  prospered  during  the  year,  and  that  they  are  working  more 
nearly  a  uniform  work  than  ever  before. 

We  can  rejoice  to-day  that  our  numbers  remain  unbroken;  that  during 
the  year  not  a  member  of  this  body  has  been  called  from  earth.  The  aged 
Companions  who,  in  their  manhood,  braved  the  storm  of  anti-Masonry,  and 
sustained  our  standards  when  it  required  more  than  ordinary  courage  to  do 
so,  are  permitted  to  see  the  tree  they  nourished  growing  more  vigorous, 
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year  by  year,  constantly  pushing  out  new  branches  and  rearing  its  head 
aloft  in  perennial  verdure.  Let  us,  then,  with  grateful  hearts  acknowledge 
the  protecting  care  of  the  Great  High  Priest  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  ex¬ 
hibit  our  gratitude  by  greater  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  our  beloved  insti¬ 
tution. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation,  March  8,  1870,  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  again  extends  his  congratulations  on  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  his  jurisdiction. 

There  were  then  in  Rhode  Island  eight  working  Chapters,  with 
a  total  membership  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven. 

It  appears  that  this  Grand  Chapter  has  what  they  call  their 
‘‘Civil  Charter:”  being  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island  making  them  a  “  body  corporate,”  by  the  name  of 
the  “Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,”  “for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  poor  Masonic  brethren,  their  widows  and 
orphans,  and  such  other  charitable  uses  and  purposes  as  are 
usual  among  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,”  &c.,  &c. 

A  report  on  Correspondence,  submitted  by  the  Committee, 
Companion  Edward  B.  Knight,  Chairman,  gives  a  judicious  and 
interesting  review  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters,  in  which  the  notice  of  Penn sy^l vania  is  as  follows  : 

Pennsylvania. — We  have  no  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  later 
than  1869.  There  is  in  this  pamphlet  no  information  as  to  the  number  of 
Chapters  or  the  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction.  There 
were  three  “Mark  Lodges”  organized  separately  from  one  Chapter  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

This  is  incorrect:  the  three  Mark  Masters’  Lodges  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  were  each  regularly  chartered  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  and 
are  not  the  outgrowth  of  an}^  particular  subordinate  Chapter. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Companion  Montgomery  Moses,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Companion  Augustine  T.  Smythe,  Grand  Secretary. 

From  a  report  by  the  Grand  Secretary  for  the  }rear  1869,  it 
appears  that  there  were  twenty-seven  Chapters  working  in  South 
Carolina,  with  a  total  membership  of  eight  hundred  and  eight. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  It.  S.  Bruns,  deliv¬ 
ered  a  brief  but  excellent  and  eloquent  annual  address. 

The  following  passages,  showing  the  cheering  progress  and 
condition  of  Itoyal  Arch  Masonry  in  South  Carolina,  are  inter¬ 
esting  : 

I  congratulate  you,  my  Companions,  on  the  improved  and  improving 
prospects  of  our  Order.  When  we  began,  but  a  few  seasons  ago,  the  work 
of  restoration  in  our  Temple,  the  heart  shrank  from  the  discouraging  aspect 
of  all  objects  about  and  within  it.  So  little  had  been  left  us  ;  so  great  was 
the  loss  and  ruin  ;  with  Companions  slain  or  scattered  ;  wre  gathered  to¬ 
gether  a  mournful  remnant,  to  lament,  rather  than  repair,  the  habitations 
of  our  faith.  But  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  with  us  still ;  our  material 
wealth  was  vanished,  but  we  were  still  rich  in  his  favor,  and  its  fruits  are 
to  be  found  in  your  present  hopes  and  prospects,  and  in  the  fidelity  which 
has  been  so  strengthened  in  your  hearts  as  to  fill  you  with  zeal  and  courage, 
and  with  energy  to  achieve  and  conquer.  That  you  will  achieve  and  con¬ 
quer  is  my  belief  as  well  as  my  prayer.  You  have  but  to  labor  as  you  have 
begun,  in  a  loving  faith  which  never  doubts  or  distrusts,  and  our  triumph 
is  as  sure  as  the  progress  of  the  sun  in  heaven — as  the  mountain  pillars 
which,  from  the  earth,  seem  ever  striving  up  toward  the  skies. 

The  Masonic  year  just  passed  has  been  unmarked  by  any  vicissitudes.  I 
have  but  little  to  report  to  you  in  detail.  Events  have  been  of  that  ordinary 
nature,  which  of  itself  argues  for  peace  and  prosperity  among  you.  We 
have  had  no  occasion  of  regrets  at  home,  and  have  no  complaints  of  injury 
or  invasion  from  abroad.  Harmony  prevails  everywhere  throughout  the 
several  Grand  jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  and  all  of  them  unite  in 
the  language  of  self-gratulation  at  the  progress  which  they  have  made,  and 
the  favoring  fortunes  which  they  have  enjoyed.  I  do  not  know  that,  great 
as  their  prosperity  severally  may  be,  they  have  any  just  reason,  considering 
our  circumstances,  to  exult  in  a  growth  beyond  our  own. 

A  report  on  correspondence,  by  Companion  James  Birnie,  ably 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  twenty-seven  Grand  Chapters,  not  in¬ 
cluding  Pennsylvania,  whose  proceedings  had  probably"  not  been 
received. 


TEXAS. 

Companion  S.  S.  Munger,  Grand  High  Priest. 

k 

Companion  Robert  Brewster,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  statistical  table,  up  to  January,  1810,  gives  the  number  of 
Royml  Arch  Chapters  under  warrant  as  ninety-six,  and  under 
dispensation  four,  with  a  total  membership  of  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twenty. 
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No  report  on  correspondence  is  given . 

The  following,  from  the  annual  address  of  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  Companion  W.  G.  Yeal,  we  copy  with  pleasure,  as  show¬ 
ing  the  excellent  principles  inculcated  from  the  highest  place  in 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Texas  : 

Every  act  should  be  done  with  caution  and  due  consideration,  and  with 
special  reference  to  its  future  and  final  examination,  by  Him  who  can  never 
be  deceived,  and  who  judges  without  partiality.  No  system  in  the  world 
teaches  these  tilings  more  truly  than  the  “  Landmarks  and  Ritual  of  our 
time-honored  Institution.”  From  the  very  threshold  of  its  sanctum,  up 
through  every  grade,  until  we  reach  that  awfully  glorious  inscription, 
“ Holiness  to  the  Lord ,”  we  are  taught  the  lessons  of  self-denial,  moral 
purity,  faith  in  God,  the  profoundest  reverence  for  His  most  holy  name, 
hope  of  immortality  in  His  holy  and  glorious  presence,  and  that  charity 
which  is  love  to  God,  love  to  one  another,  and  love  to  all  mankind. 
Masonry  requires  these  graces  to  be  implanted  in  the  mind  and  heart. 
Masonry  is,  indeed,  eminently  heart-work.  He  who  is  not  a  Mason  in  his 
heart  can  make  but  a  poor  show  of  it  externally. 

I  rejoice  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  Royal  Craft  still  advancing  in  these 
particulars.  Indeed,  there  has  been  a  very  gratifying  improvement  in  the 
moral  tone  of  our  Order  during  the  past  Masonic  year.  And  yet,  I  will  not 
conceal  nor  ignore  the  fact,  that  much  moral  rubbish  remains  about  our 
beautiful  Royal  Arch  temple,  which  should  and  must  be  cleared  away.  It 
is  our  reproach  that  it  has  been  suffered  to  accumulate  and  to  remain  so 
long.  I  refer  to  profane  swearing,  drunkenness  and  gambling,  which  are 
not  only  “  unmasonic,”  but  are  gross  violations  of  the  “  Moral  Law,”  of 
which  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  has  most  solemnly  covenanted  to  be  a 
strict  observer.  The  proper  observance  of  the  Sabbath  day  is  one  of  our 
“Ancient  Landmarks.”  The  Holy  Scriptures,  which  contain  the  rule  and 
limit  of  Masonry,  even  the  Scriptures  of  the  Temple  Era,  most  clearly  com¬ 
mand  its  observance.  This  authority  we  cannot  ignore,  disregard  or  aban¬ 
don,  without  destroying  our  institution  and  demolishing  our  temple.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  plain  law  of  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  many  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  commence  their  work  on  Saturday  night  and  continue 
until  after  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  and  thereby  do  work  on  the  Lord’s  day. 
This  violation  of  law  should  not  be  tolerated.  Masonry  has  always  claimed 
to  be  the  conservator  of  truth,  good  morals,  true  piety  and  benevolence. 
Let  us  not  give  our  enemies  an  excuse  for  calling  in  question  the  sincerity 
of  our  professions. 

The  wisdom,  strength  and  beauty  of  our  institution  are  found  in  its 
moral,  social  and  benevolent  graces.  Masonry,  as  an  institution,  has  a 
high  and  holy  mission  to  perform  ;  to  dispense  true  light  to  them  that  are 
in  darkness,  to  reclaim  the  erring,  to  support  the  weak,  and  to  relieve  and 
comfort  the  distressed.  To  accomplish  this,  she  must  exhibit  in  the  exterior 
life  of  her  members  those  graces  and  virtues  which  she  commends  to  others, 
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else  slie  will  be  justly  confronted  with  the  old  proverb  :  “  Physician,  heal 
thyself.”  It  is  a  gratifying  consideration,  that  society  in  general  throughout 
our  country  is  recovering  from  the  terrible  demoralization  of  the  war  and 
revolutions  through  which  we  have  passed.  Let  us,  as  an  enlightened 
body,  seize  the  advantage  of  this  flood-tide  of  reform  to  purge  our  holy 
tabernacle  from  all  defilement,  and  clear  away  from  its  portals  all  that 
moral  rubbish  which  leads  the  profane  to  call  in  question  its  wisdom,  and 
which  impairs  its  strength  and  mars  its  beauty. 


VERMONT. 

Companion  Edward  A.  Jewett,  Grand  High  Pried. 

Companion  W.  H.  S.  Whitcomb,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  abstract  of  returns  for  1810  shows  twenty-four  working 
Chapters,  with  a  total  membership  of  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  in 
Vermont. 

An  able  and  interesting  report  on  correspondence,  by  Com¬ 
panion  Squire  Marcy,  is  given,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-one  States,  not,  however,  including  Pennsylvania.  That 
part  of  it  relating  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States  we  copy  entire,  as  the  clearest  exposition  of  the  attitude 
of  the  (so  called)  General  Grand  Body,  and  its  relations  to  or 
with  the  several  Grand  Chapters,  (including  Pennsylvania  by 
name,)  which  we  have  }mt  seen: 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  held  its  Twentieth 
Triennial  Convocation  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  15th,  16th,  17th  and  18th  of 
September,  1868. 

Twenty-three  Grand  Chapters  were  represented.  The  business  trans¬ 
acted  was  principally  the  attempt  to  adjust  the  difficulty  growing  out  of  the 
formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  with  that  of 
Maryland,  who  claimed  rightful  territorial  jurisdiction  over  the  District, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  preamble  and  resolutions  looking  to  the  return  of 
those  recusant  Grand  Chapters  who  were  once  constituents  of  that  Grand 
Body. 

Companion  II.  G.  Reynolds,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  General 
Grand  High  Priest’s  address,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  unani¬ 
mously  adopted  : 

“The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  address  of  the 
M.  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  as  relates  to  the  renewal  or  opening  of 
relations  with  the  Grand  Chapters  by  this  General  Grand  Body,  which 
have  been  interrupted  or  prevented  from  any  cause,  would  respectfully 
report : 

“That  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapters  of  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Iowa, 
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Kentucky,  Norlli  Carolina,  Texas,  Georgia  and  Alabama  have  assumed  to 
withdraw  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Supreme  Body. 

“Originally,  this  body  was  a  National  Grand  Chapter,  having  juris¬ 
diction  over  subordinate  Chapters  only.  It  then  formed  Deputy  Grand 
Chapters,  and  continued  so  to  do  for  several  years,  when  it  assumed  the 
form  of  a  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  State  Grand  Chapters  were  formed 
thenceforward. 

“No  Grand  Chapters  have  been  formed  by  any  other  authority  within 
the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
Florida  and  Delaware. 

“This  body  holds  the  first-named  Chapters  of  Vermont,  Rhode  Island, 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Texas  and  Iowa  subject  to 
its  jurisdiction,  and  is  anxious  that  they  set  aside  their  acts  of  withdrawal, 
and  return  to  their  allegiance  and  be  represented  here,  without  the  further 
action  of  this  Supreme  Body. 

“  Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions  : 

“1.  Resolved ,  That  no  State  Grand  Chapter,  organized  by  the  authority 
of  this  M.  E.  General  Grand  Chapter,  or  which  at  any  time  has  become  a 
constituent  member  of  this  body,  can  lawfully  sever  its  connection  with 
the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
without  its  consent ;  but  the  allegiance  of  such  Grand  Chapters  is  inalienable, 
and  now  due. 

“2.  That  the  M.  E.  General  Grand  Council  of  this  M.  E.  General  Grand 
Chapter  open  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Vermont,  Rhode 
Island,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Texas,  Kentucky  and  Iowa, 
and  to  induce,  if  possible,  such  acts  on  their  part  as  shall  restore  harmo¬ 
nious  and  fraternal  relations  as  constituent  members  of  this  body. 

“3.  That  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Florida 
be  requested  to  send  delegates  to  the  next  Triennial  Convocation  of  this 
M.  E.  General  Grand  Body,  as  a  Committee  of  Conference,  to  arrange 
terms  of  union,  if  practicable,  with  this  M.  E.  General  Grand  Chapter. 

“All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

(Signed)  “H.  G.  REYNOLDS, 

“JOHN  D.  CALDWELL, 

“  GEORGE  C.  MUNRO, 

“C.  E.  CHICHESTER.” 

By  special  request  of  the  M.  E.  G.  G.  R.  A.  C.  of  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  carry  out  the  above 
resolutions,  and  have  issued  circulars  to  the  several  jurisdictions  above 
named : 

James  M.  Austin,  G.  G.  H.  P. 

Robert  Stewart  Bruns,  D.  G.  G.  H.  P. 

William  Hacker,  G.  G.  R. 

Martin  Collins,  G.  G.  S. 

In  replying  to  the  above-mentioned  circular,  we  briefly  propose  to  give 
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some  of  the  reasons  which  influenced  the  action  of  Vermont  in  severing 
her  connection  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  also  such  remarks  as 
have  been  uttered  by  many  of  our  dead  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  the 
acts  and  resolutions  passed  by  other  jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  was  established  under  a  grant  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  December  20,  A.  D.  1804.  At  what  time  it  became  a 
constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  is  immaterial 
to  our  purpose. 

We  find  our  representatives  in  attendance  on  the  Triennial  Convocation 
held  at  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1850.  At  that  time  the  work  and  lectures  were 
examined  by  a  Committee,  exemplified,  established  and  ordered  taught  in 
all  the  Grand  jurisdictions.  But  a  short  time  had  passed  before  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  Missouri,  and  some  other  States,  exhibited  dissatisfaction,  and  refused 
to  be  governed  by  that  decision.  The  subject  was  again  brought  forward 
at  the  Convocation  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  1853. 

It  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  eight,  six  of  whom  sanctioned  the 
action  of  1850,  and  two  made  a  minority  report,  declaring  the  work  of  1850 
“  subversive  of  the  landmarks  of  Freemasonry.”  The  majority  report  was 
sustained  by  forty -two  to  thirty-eight  votes.  In  1856,  the  matter  was  again 
brought  forward,  discussed,  and  finally  laid  over  to  the  next  Convocation 
at  Chicago,  in  September,  1859.  Here  the  question  of  work  and  lectures 
was  fully  discussed,  and  an  exemplification  attempted,  without  being  able 
to  agree.  Upon  this  state  of  things  our  representatives,  Thomas  H.  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Philip  C.  Tucker,  withdrew. 

In  1857,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  appointed  a  Committee  to  report 
on  our  relations  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  but  failed  to  report  at  the 
Convocation  in  1858,  and  were  reappointed  to  perform  that  duty  and  make 
their  report  at  the  Convocation  which  was  to  be  held  at  Poultney,  August, . 
1860.  That  report  we  subjoin  : 

uTo  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont ,  now  in  session  : 

“The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  as  relates  to  the  dissolution  of  the  connection  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  would 
respectfully  report : 

“That  they  have  given  the  subject  such  attention  as  its  importance 
deserves  ;  desiring  to  preserve  every  thing  that  might  be  of  advantage  to  our 
beloved  Order,  and  at  the  same  time  our  own  rectitude  and  consistency, 
your  Committee  have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  has  utterly  failed  to  accomplish  any  of  the  advantages  sought  to 
be  obtained  by  its  founders  ;  that  the  powers  delegated  to  it  by  State  Grand 
Chapters  have  not  been  used  in  such  a  way  as  to  promote  their  interests,  or 
in  any  other  way  to  subserve  any  good  purpose  ;  that  having  so  failed  to 
use  its  delegated  powers  in  the  manner  and  to  the  effect  for  which  they  were 
delegated,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  does  not  consider  itself  under 
any  obligations  to  remain  an  integral  portion  of  the  General  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  ;  but  its  connection  is  dissolved  by  the  neglect  of  the  General  Grand 
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Chapter  to  do  those  things  which  it  was  founded  to  do.  Your  Committee 
would,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

“1.  Resolved ,  That  the  connection  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of 
Vermont  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United-States  be  and  is 
hereby  dissolved. 

“  2.  Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  transmit  to  the 
General  Grand  Secretary  of  the  United  States  a  certified  copy  of  the  fore¬ 
going  resolutions  and  report. 

“All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

“LEVERETT  B.  ENGLESBY, 
“HORATIO  NEEDHAM, 

“B.  DAVENPORT, 

“Committee.'1'1 

These  resolutions  were  fully  discussed  by  Companions  Wilson,  Englesby, 
Needham  and  Stevens,  and  were  then  unanimously  adopted. 

Grand  High  Priest  P.  C.  Tucker  said,  at  Windsor,  in  1856,  in  relation  to 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  “  This  Grand  Body,  unless  composed  of  differ¬ 
ent  material,  will  yet  make  much  trouble.” 

Grand  High  Priest  John  S.  WYbster,  in  1858,  referring  to  his  predecessor, 
uses  the  following  language  :  “  The  opinion  of  my  learned  predecessor,  as 
there  given,  was  then,  and  now,  in  consonance  with  my  own.” 

Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  H.  Campbell,  in  alluding  to  this  subject, 
said  :  “  The  General  Grand  Chapter,  in  my  opinion,  by  its  own  suicidal 
act,  has  shorn  itself  of  all  dignity,  and  even  power,  to  command  respect 
and  obedience. 

“  There  are  elements  of  discord  at  work  in  this  General  Grand  Body  that 
will  cause  its  dissolution  at  no  distant  day,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  in  my 
opinion,  for  the  State  Grand  Chapters.” 

Grand  High  Priest  Davenport,  in  1861,  thus  discourses:  “  At  our  last 
Annual  Communication  we  absolved  ourselves  from  all  allegiance  to 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
we  did  right.  I  had  some  doubts  about  so  hasty  a  decision  at  the  time,  but, 
from  developments  since  made,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  a  continuance  of 
our  connection  with  that  Grand  Body  could  not  have  resulted  in  any  good 
to  the  institution.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  eaeh  State  Grand  Chapter  is 
fully  competent  to  manage  its  concerns,  and  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  will 
flourish  in  its  purity,  under  State  regulations,  quite  as  well  as  it  would 
under  the  supervision  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.” 

Past  Grand  Secretary  S.  Brooks  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
passed  by  a  unanimous  vote,  at  the  Convocation  in  1865  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to 
report,  with  the  transactions  of  the  present  session  of  this  Grand  Body,  the 
regulations  adopted  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  after  having  revised 
the  same,  and  renumbered  the  articles,  so  that  Article  XIII  may  be  ex¬ 
punged,  as  all  those  passages  referring  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States. 
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All  Royal  Areli  Masons  made  in  Vermont  since  1860 — and  these  comprise 
quite  one-half  in  the  State — are  not  obligated  to  obey  the  “laws,  constitu¬ 
tions  and  edicts”  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  wrould  seem  to  be 
almost  an  impossibility  to  reinvest  them  with  this  tie. 

Having  given  the  well-expressed  opinion  of  our  honored  High  Priests 
touching  the  utility  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  acts  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  in  relation  thereto,  we  now  propose  to  show 
what  other  jurisdictions  are  saying  of  this  General  Grand  Body. 

Rhode  Island,  1869,  holds  this  language  :  “So  long  as  there  was  a  General 
Grand  Chapter,  even  though  it  had  lost  its  power,  and  seemed  to  be  a  useless 
organization,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State  clung  to  it,  and  a  resolution 
looking  to  a  dissolution  was  voted  down  ;  yet  the  officers  and  members 
wrere  not  bound  to  obey  its  edicts,  and  so  it  practically  passed  out  of 
existence.” 

We  would  here  observe  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  1862  was 
appointed  to  be  held  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  but  owing  to  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  country,  no  Convocation  was  held  at  that  time,  the  records 
being  out  of  the  reach  of  the  officers. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1865,  two  or  three  of  the  officers,  having  obtained 
the  records,  elected  themselves  to  office  and  declared  that  they  were  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  1862.  They  then  amended  the  Constitution  to 
suit  the  emergency,  and  adjourned  over  to  the  next  day,  which  they  denom¬ 
inated  the  regular  Convocation  of  1865.  So  much  for  the  present  status  of 
that  General  Grand  Chapter,  which  now  comes  to  us  with  honeyed  words 
and  loving  invitations  to  again  place  ourselves  under  their  easy  yoke,  and 
partake  with  them  of  the  noble,  bountiful,  unsurpassed  and  lavishing  hos¬ 
pitalities  extended  to  them  by  the  open-hearted,  generous  souls  who  will 
ever  minister  to  their  wants,  wherever  they  may  meet — even  the  darkened 
glass,  price  fifteen  cents. 

P.  C.  Tucker,  of'  Texas,  says  :  “We  deny  the  dogma  that  a  State  Grand 
Chapter  cannot  withdraw  without  consent  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 
No  such  covenant  was  ever  made  with  the  so-called  National  Body  by  a 
State  Grand  Chapter. 

“  The  State  Grand  Chapters  were  never  the  subjects  or  subordinates  of  the 
so-called  General  Grand  Chapter.  They  are,  in  fact,  its  Masonic  equals. 
The  General  Grand  Chapter  was  designed  as  a  general  assembly  of  the 
Royal  Craft ;  it  was  a  confederacy  for  certain  purposes,  by  agreement,  and 
any  body  had  and  has  the  right  to  retire  therefrom,  if  it  so  elect.  What  is 
the  penalty  if  it  does  so  ?  and  who  can  enforce  itV ’ 

W.  B.  Langridge,  Grand  Secretary  of  Iowa,  uses  the  following  sentiments, 
which  were  indorsed  by  the  Grand  Chapter:  “I  am  opposed  to  allowing 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  one  moment’s  longer  life  than  ma}r  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  accomplish  its  end,  as  I  am  entirely  convinced  that  it  is  an  utterly 
useless,  expensive  and  inefficient  body — accomplishing  nothing  at  its  meet¬ 
ings,  or  so  little  as  to  show  its  needlessness,  and  only  effective  during  its 
vacations  in  producing  discord  and  disturbance.” 
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Notwithstanding  the  above  sentiments,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  has 
placed  herself  under  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  accom¬ 
plishing  its  overthrow.  Massachusetts,  at  a  stated  Convocation  held  June 
9,  1868,  “ voted  unanimously ,”  “That  the  delegates  from  this  Grand 
Chapter  to  the  next  triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  use  their  most  earnest  efforts  to  obtain  a 
dissolution  of  said  General  Grand  Chapter  ;  and  failing  to  obtain  a  disso¬ 
lution,  to  seek  a  peaceable  withdrawal  therefrom,  agreeably  to  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.” 

Armed  with  the  above  resolution,  the  delegates  repaired  to  St.  Louis, 
fully  determined  to  overthrow  that  monster  ;  but  lo  !  the  smiling  faces, 
beautiful  costume  and  courteous  manner  in  which  the  Companions  at  St. 
Louis  received  them,  caused  the  whole  delegation  to  feel  very  much  as  the 
Queen  of  Sheba  did  when  before  King  Solomon,  and,  like  her,  “had  no 
strength  in  them.” 

And  then,  again,  “never  was  hospitality  exercised  on  a  more  liberal 
scale  than  by  the  Masons  of  St.  Louis.”  A  slight  interruption  of  business 
was  caused  by  an  excursion  up  and  down  the  river,  past  the  city ;  saw  a 
boat  snagged,  sunk,  and  all  hands  saved  by  boats,  and  then  promised  a 
blow-up  next  time,  together  with  the  adulations  of  the  “  mayor  and  aider- 
men”  of  the  city  government,  with  “bands  of  music,”  the  prayers  of  the 
clergy,  the  waving  of  ’kerchiefs  by  the  sisterhood  and  populace  generally. 
No  wonder  that  scenes  of  revelry  among  the  brotherhood,  (“who  are 
said  to  be  good  fellows,”)  like  the  foregoing,  should  so  captivate  their 
senses,  that  on  their  return  they  should  report  of  nothing  but  the  beauty, 
symmetry  and  perfection  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  Alas  !  “  for  great 
is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians.” 

William  S.  Patton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  for  the  State  of  Mississippi :  from  his  interesting  and  instructive  report 
we  cut  these  words  : 

“  We  do  believe  that  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  disagreement  between 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  State  Grand  Chapters  have  been  the  cause 
of  more  discord  and  confusion  in  the  ranks,  and  have  impeded  the  onward 
march  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  more  than  any  other  cause  now  known  to 
the  Masonic  world.” 

“Louisiana,  1869.  Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Louisiana,  the  organization  known  as  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  become  useless, 
may  become  dangerous,  and  ought  to  cease  to  exist.  That  our  representa¬ 
tives  at  the  next  Grand  Convocation  of  said  General  Grand  Chapter  be  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed  to  propose  and  advocate  the  adoption  of  resolu¬ 
tions  providing  for  the  total  extinction  of  said  General  Grand  Chapter  ;  and 
that,  in  the  event  of  the  non-passage  of  such  resolutions,  then  that  our  said 
representatives  request  the  release  of  this  Grand  Chapter  from  her  obliga¬ 
tions  to  and  connection  with  said  General  Grand  Chapter.” 

This  makes  the  chain  of  States  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Rio  Grande  a 
unit  against  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  except  South  Carolina,  and  that 
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State  we  liave  not  heard  from  since  18G8.  We  have  Virginia,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Texas.  And  at  the 
North,  we  have  Pennsylvania,  Pliode  Island,  Kentucky,  Iowa,  Indiana 
and  Vermont. 

New  Hampshire,  in  commenting  on  the  action  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  at  St.  Louis,  uses  this  language:  “  The  proposed  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  designed  to  restore  some  power  and  dignity  to  the  body, 
were  laid  on  the  table  or  indefinitely  postponed.  So  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  has  again  refused  to  occupy  any  position  which  could  render  it  of 
use  to  the  Craft.” 

Resolved ,  “That  Potomac  Chapter,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  having  united  in  the 
formation  of  said  Grand  Chapter,  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
General  Grand  Chapter,  but  without  territorial  jurisdiction  over  the  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  capitular  degrees.” 

The  above  resolution  was  presented  after  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  wTas  recognized,  and  shows  conclusively  what  subterfuges  that 
body  will  resort  to  in  order  to  keep  the  breath  of  life  in  her.  It  authorizes 
Potomac  Chapter  to  meet,  but  not  to  work.  “You  may  live  just  so  long  as 
you  can  with  your  present  members,  but  must  not  add  thereto,  for  I  have 
decreed  your  demise.” 

If  that  self-styled  Supreme  Grand  Body  will  thus  stultify  itself  by  violating 
its  own  Constitution — by  severing  an  isolated  Chapter  from  her  rightful 
parent,  and  decreeing  her  death  by  starvation — it  well  deserves  the  kicks 
and  cuffs  she  is  receiving  from  those  she  would  gather  with  enticing,  loving 
words  into  her  embrace. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  which 
have  thus  indirectly  come  to  our  notice,  we  see  nothing  to  induce 
a  change  in  the  position  of  independence  always  maintained  by 
our  own  Grand  Chapter;  but,  on  the  contrary,  additional  cause 
for  commendation  of  her  wisdom  and  congratulation  on  the  ex- 
cellent  influence  of  her  firm  and  dignified  position  on  the  Masonic 
world  in  general,  as  well  as  the  best  interests  of  Koyal  Arch 
Masonry  in  America. 


VIRGINIA. 

Companion  J.  P.  Little,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  John  Dove,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  no  tabular  statement  from  which  we  can  obtain  accu¬ 
rate  knowledge  of  the  statistics  of  Royal  Arch  Masoniy  in 
Virginia :  but  from  a  statement  which  is  printed  of  subordinate 
Chapters  and  their  officers,  we  find  that  there  are  about  fifty-two 


55 


Chapters  in  Virginia.  How  many  of  them  are  in  full  operation, 
or  of  the  number  of  their  members,  we  are  not  informed. 

There  is  no  annual  or  other  address,  but  the  report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  by  Companion  William  B.  Isaacs,  is  an  excellent 
example  of  brevity  and  good  sense,  and  we  transfer  from  it  to  our 
report  the  following  paragraphs,  with  much  pleasure : 

It  has  afforded  us  pleasure  to  read  these  voluminous  reports.  They 
cover  subjects  which,  as  a  general  thing,  are  of  little  interest  to  us  locally. 
We  do  not  regret  to  witness  the  amount  of  labor,  nor  have  we  the  right  to 
complain  (we  wouldn’t  if  we  had)  that  it  has  been  expended  in  their  prepa¬ 
ration.  Some  of  them  are  dignified,  some  witty,  some  “  curley  in  some, 
imagination  has  evidently  had  full  sway  in  prose  and  poetry,  all  redolent 
with  eloquence,  and  in  almost  all  the  courtesies  and  amenities  of  every-day 
life  are  observed  ;  indeed,  we  are  not  aware  of  having  perused  a  work  on 
the  beauties  of  Masonry  which  has  pleased  and  gratified  us  more.  To 
review  them  in  detail,  or  cull  from  them  all  that  we  could  commend  or 
censure,  would  involve  a  more  voluminous  report  than  your  Committee  has 
had  opportunity  to  prepare  or  the  fraternity  in  Virginia  would  feel  inter¬ 
ested  in,  or,  from  your  often  expressed  views  on  the  subject,  could  we 
expect  you  to  tolerate.  We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  make  one  general 
remark  on  the  prosperity  of  the  Order  and  the  harmony  which  prevails, 
nearly,  throughout  the  broad  limits  of  our  land.  These  we  feel  justified  in 
attributing  to  the  freely  confessed  dependence  upon,  and  grateful  recog¬ 
nition  of,  the  protection  and  watchful  care  of  our  Supreme  Grand  High 
Priest  above,  which  are  expressed  and  acknowledged  in  the  address  of 
every  Grand  High  Priest  of  every  corresponding  Grand  Body,  and  which, 
from  their  universality  and  their  emphatic  earnestness,  we  have  good  reason 
to  hope  that  each  member  participates  therein  and  partakes  thereof.  They 
afford,  Companions,  our  stronghold  upon  the  fidelity  and  affection  of  our 
members,  and  lead  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  public  at  large. 
They  cannot,  therefore,  be  too  often  repeated,  nor  their  heartfelt  repetition 
too  warmly  and  earnestly  commended.  “  Let  all,  the  people  praise  thee,  0 
God  ;  yea,  let  all  the  people  praise  Thee.” 

In  the  proceedings  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons  the  following 
inquiry,  which  Companion  Isaacs  puts  also  in  his  report,  is  per¬ 
haps  not  inappropriate,  nor  the  hint  which  it  convej'S  im¬ 
pertinent  : 

While  upon  this  branch  of  our  subject,  we  would  kindly  introduce  an 
inquiry,  by  the  way,  and  in  parenthesis — What  is  the  meaning,  and  why  is 
it,  that  our  esteemed  Most  Excellent  Companion  of  South  Carolina  attaches 
to  his  official  signature  the  figures  “thirty -two  and  nought  ?”  Why  not,  with 
equal  propriety,  as  Grand  High  Priest,  use  the  mystical  letters,  to  the 
uninitiated,  G.  P.  I.  0.  O.  F.,  or  W.  P.,  or  U.  S.  L.,  or  G.  S.  of  the  Wig- 
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warn  ?  We  cannot,  for  our  life,  see  why  the  use  of  them  all  would  not  be 
as  appropriate  and  commanding  as  the  32°. 

WISCONSIN. 

Companion  Thomas  B.  Tyler,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  W.  T.  Palmer,  Grand  Secretary. 

From  a  tabular  statement  to  January,  1810,  we  have  the 
number  of  Chapters  in  Wisconsin  as  thirty-nine,  and  the  total 
number  of  members  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter 
delivered  an  elaborate  and  excellent  annual  address,  in  which, 
beside  an  account  of  his  labors  of  the  year,  he  administers  to 
the  Companions  of  subordinate  Chapters  sound  and  excellent 
advice  and  admonition  in  forcible  and  eloquent  language. 

These  admonitions  are  aimed  chiefly  to  restrain  a  tendency 
which  he  thinks  prevails  in  the  class  which  he  calls  “Young 
America  ”  to  depart  from  the  sober  ways  of  our  ancient  usages 
and  customs,  in  the  admission  of  members  with  reqkless  rapidity, 
and  in  too  free  indulgence  in  what  is  called  “having  a  good  time” 
at  the  Chapter  meeting. 

He  recommends  a  system  of  “schools  of  instruction”  in  the 
work,  but  this  suggestion  was  not  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

From  the  whole  of  these  proceedings  we  have  abundant  *evi- 
dence  that  Wisconsin  adds  another  to  the  long  list  of  our  younger 
sister  Grand  Chapters  which  are  truly  advancing  the  best  inter¬ 
ests,  and  promoting  the  strength  and  benign  influences  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  through  all  the  borders  of  our  favored  land. 


For  the  following  table  of  Grand  Chapter  statistics  up  to  1 8*7 0, 
of  the  United  States  and  the  British  North  America  Provinces, 
the  Craft  are  indebted  to  the  careful  assiduity  of  Companion 
Josiah  H.  Drummond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Corre¬ 
spondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine: 


GRAND 

CHAPTERS. 

No.  of 

Subordinates. 

Members. 

Exaltations. 

Admissions  & 
Restorations. 

Dismissions. 

|  Expulsions. 

Suspensions. 

I  Susp.  for  non- 
j  payment  dues. 

W 

r“— t 

c3 

o 

fi 

Rejections. 

Alabama . 

66 

2.327 

148 

71 

148 

5 

4 

135 

38 

13 

Arkansas . 

49 

1.304 

138 

34 

72 

2 

3 

35 

19 

.  •  •  • 

California . 

35 

1,546 

206 

52 

125 

0 

9 

26 

11 

11 

Canada . 

35 

1.433 

236 

8 

63 

0 

28 

9 

Connecticut . 

27 

3,415 

287 

9 

17 

2 

1 

0 

36 

.... 

Delaware . 

4 

165 

47 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

•  •  •  • 

District  of  Columbia.... 

7 

773 

138 

20 

51 

0 

0 

17 

5 

4 

Florida . 

16 

492 

5 

24 

0 

o 

11 

Georgia . 

56 

2  098 

172 

42 

54 

2 

12 

18 

7 

Illinois . 

141 

905 

101 

310 

12 

40 

71 

Indiana . 

73 

3.018 

407 

49 

87 

8 

28 

34 

Iowa . 

51 

2,124 

3S0 

29 

70 

4 

4 

21 

7 

A! 

Kansas . 

10 

351 

59 

12 

16 

0 

2 

11 

4 

7 

Kentucky . 

92 

3,472 

366 

47 

136 

9 

68 

37 

Louisiana . . . 

25 

1,510 

143 

30 

30 

0 

2 

10 

33 

6 

Maryland.  &c . 

10 

940 

121 

10 

19 

3 

3 

12 

11 

•  •  •  • 

Massachusetts . 

43 

5.247 

519 

140 

6 

38 

Maine . 

33 

2.790 

318 

38 

1 

0 

0 

20 

18 

Michigan . . 

68 

4,995 

475 

84 

115 

6 

46 

34 

87 

*Minnesota . 

17 

145 

Mississippi . 

76 

2.565 

201 

178 

156 

4 

203 

49 

Missouri . . 

54 

2,411 

393 

88 

99 

0 

13 

18 

32 

Nebraska . 

5 

202 

24 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  Hampshire . 

16 

1.541 

199 

New  Jersey . 

24 

L602 

258 

7 

51 

1 

21 

8 

18 

New  York . 

171 

14,401 

2,148 

140 

429 

2 

5 

334 

133 

•  •  •  • 

North  Carolina . 

15 

655 

19 

11 

33 

1 

1 

1 

10 

0 

Nova  Scotia . 

5 

165 

Ohio . 

114 

5.945 

802 

35 

275 

15 

2 

136 

47 

Oregon . 

5  j 

161 

9 

2 

7 

0 

0 

2 

4 

•  ■  •  • 

f  Pennsylvania . 

68 

6.318 

849 

63 

199 

77 

38 

Rhode  Island . 

9 

1.237 

161 

3 

2 

0 

18 

29 

South  Carolina . 

201 

776 

127 

8 

27 

0 

4 

25 

6 

Tennessee . 

94 

3.912 

434 

45 

154 

5 

46 

46 

Texas . . 

95 

3.218 

232 

92 

153 

8 

231 

67 

Vermont . 

23 

1.507 

164 

16 

1 

2 

20 

Virginia . 

37 

1,702 

2 

65 

36 

Wisconsin . 

38 

2,298 

169 

20 

71 

1 

24 

21 

38 

Total . 

1731 

96,275 

10,433 

1,301 

3,214 

96 

451 

1,272 

930 

290 

*  No  members. 

f  The  dismissions  include  deaths;  the  suspensions  include  expulsions;  there  are 
also  three  Mark  Lodges  in  Philadelphia,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  2,649. 
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REMARKS  IN  CONCLUSION. 

We  think  we  ma}^  safely  say,  after  a  careful  review  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  our  sister  Grand  Chapters,  that  there  is  not,  in  the 
whole  of  the  vast  and  multifarious  mass  of  disquisitions,  any  one 
point  of  business  or  doctrine  which  calls  for  the  special  action  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  or  upon  the  discussion  of* 
which  it  would  be  either  expedient  or  profitable  that  we  should 
enter:  First ,  Those  of  the  discussions  which  relate  to  the  land¬ 
marks  of  Masonry  are  not  fit  subjects  for  a  public  report,  and 
are,  therefore,  not  expedient;  and,  secondly ,  those  which  criticise 
the  civil  polity  or  literary  style  prevailing  in  sister  jurisdictions 
are  not  within  the  range  of  our  legitimate  business,  and  therefore 
we  think  an  interference  on  our  part  is  uncalled  for,  and  would 
be  altogether  useless  and  unprofitable. 

We  also  think  it  is  not  the  business  of  a  Committee  on  Cor¬ 
respondence  to  enter  into  discussion  or  criticism  of  or  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  any  way  with  the  internal  affairs  or  polity  of  other  Grand 
Chapters.  It  is  not  even  the  province  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
itself  to  do  this,  unless,  perhaps,  in  exceptional  cases,  when,  as  a 
Grand  Chapter,  she  is  called  upon  by  the  express  request  of 
another  Grand  Chapter  for  advice  or  cooperation. 

We  further  hold  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  such  Committee 
to  make  public  to  the  world  anj-  part  of  the  internal  government, 
and  especially  any  part  of  the  ritual  of  the  Order.  We  there¬ 
fore  look  upon  all  such  discussions  (which  are  very  apt  to,  and, 
as  reported,  very  frequently  do,  grow  into  heated  and  even  exas¬ 
perated  controversies)  as  utterly  out  of  place  in  these  “  Reports.” 

Moreover,  it  is  decidedly  our  opinion  that  it  is  not  at  all  the 
province  of  such  Committee  to  undertake  to  decide  mooted  points 
of  Masonic  law,  whether  affecting  the  landmarks  of  the  fraternity 
or  otherwise.  This  is  exclusively  within  the  province  of  the 
Supreme  Chief  of  the  jurisdiction,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  or  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  itself,  or  of  such  delegation  of  such  power  as 
they  in  their  wisdom  and  by  their  supreme  authority  may  see  fit 
to  make  for  that  express  purpose. 

We  have  thus  fraternally  acknowledged  the  courteous  commu¬ 
nications  from  thirty-four  of  our  sister  Grand  Chapters.  We 
give  our  thanks  to  the  Companions  of  these  Grand  Bodies,  one 
and  all,  and  most  cordially  reciprocate  their  fraternal  kindness. 
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We  cannot  refrain  from  saying,  notwithstanding  the  formidable 
labor,  that  the  perusal  of  this  vast  mass  of  Masonic  “Proceed¬ 
ings”  has  given  us  great  and  unfeigned  pleasure  and  gratification, 
as  well  as  useful  instruction. 

Any  slight  defects  we  have  noticed  in  the  grand  picture  of  fra¬ 
ternal  happiness  and  unity  presented  by  these  proceedings,  al¬ 
though  the}T  somewhat  mar,  are  not  sufficient  to  seriously  injure 
its  harmony  and  beauty,  and  may  well  be  passed  over  and  for¬ 
gotten.  They  exhibit,  without  material  exception,  a  condition  of 
universal  harmony  and  prosperity  throughout  our  fraternity  in 
America.  They  show,  in  a  most  striking  manner,  the  benign  in¬ 
fluence  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  upon  the  tone  of  public  senti¬ 
ment  and  morals  of  the  whole  community,  as  well  as  on  the  char¬ 
acter  and  destin3r  of  that  “favored  few”  who  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  affiliation  in  its  delightful  associations.  We  have  cause  for 
mutual  congratulations  upon  these  results,  and  for  hope  and 
confidence  that  the  power  which  is  thus  rapidly  growing  for  good 
will  continue  unimpaired  by  the  least  contamination  with  profane 
or  unworthy  influences. 

The  writer  of  this  report  has  found  the  labor  of  its  preparation 
a  constant  source  of  most  pleasant  occupation,  and  of  Masonic 
benefit  to  himself,  and  would  gladly  continue  in  the  position  of 
honor  which  would  make  for  him  the  same  duty  for  the  ensuing 
year,  but  that  the  pressure  of  necessity  in  his  private  affairs  will 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  give  the  time  and  attention  required  for 
its  proper  performance.  He  therefore  respectful^  requests  that 
the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  will  appoint  some  Companion  in 
his  place  for  the  purpose. 

GEORGE  GRISCOM, 

Ch’n. 

Philadelphia,  December  27,  1870. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  then  pleased  to  deliver 
the  following  address : 

Companions  : 

We  are  once  more  assembled  in  Annual  Grand  Communication, 
to  close  the  labors  of  one  3' ear  and  commence  those  of  another. 
Before  closing  the  proceedings  of  the  expiring  3Tear,  it  is  but 
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proper  that  I  should  render  an  account  of  my  administration,  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  Craft  throughout  our  jurisdiction. 
In  accordance  with  that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  requires 
the  Grand  High  Priest  uto  visit  annually  every  Chapter  and  Most 
Excellent  and  Mark  Masters’  Lodge  within  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,”  I  commenced  a  series  of  informal  visits  to  the  several 
Chapters  and  Mark  Masters’  Lodges  meeting  in  this  city  in  the 
month  of  January,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  their  manner  of 
conferring  the  several  degrees,  commencing  on  the  10th  instant, 
when,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe,  we 
visited  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91,  and  heard  the  Mark  degree 
conferred  in  fair  style.  On  the  11th  instant,  accompanied  by  the 
Grand  King,  we  visited  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214.  There  was 
no  work  done  on  this  occasion,  there  being  no  candidates  and  the 
Worshipful  Master  being  unable  to  remain  to  rehearse  it.  On  the 
12th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe, 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  Companions  Smith,  Thompson,  Griscom 
and  Baugh,  the  latter  acting  as  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion  J. 
Alexander  Simpson,  acting  Grand  Secretary,  and  a  number  of  the 
appointed  Grand  Officers,  we  proceeded  to  Frankford  and  consti¬ 
tuted  Siloam  Chapter,  No.  226,  and  installed  its  officers  in  due  and 
ancient  form.  Our  labors  over,  we  partook  of  a  fine  collation,  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Companions  of  the  new  Chapter.  The  Companions 
of  this  Chapter  had  procured  a  fine  hall  for  their  meetings,  and 
deserve  great  credit  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  have 
furnished  it  and  clothed  the  Chapter.  On  the  18th  instant,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Grand  King,  we  visited  Excelsior  Mark  Lodge,  No. 
216.  There  were  no  candidates  for  the  degree  upon  this  occasion, 
and  the  evening  was  spent  in  instructing  the  officers  in  the  work. 
On  the  19th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand 
Scribe,  we  visited  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  and  saw  the  Most 
Excellent  Masters’  degree  conferred  in  a  very  fair  manner  by  the 
King  of  that  Chapter.  On  the  20th  instant  visited  Oriental  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  183.  The  Mark  degree  was  conferred  by  the  Scribe  of  the 
Chapter,  and  the  Most  Excellent  by  its  King,  both  of  whom  did 
their  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

It  had  been  my  intention  to  visit  every  Mark  Lodge  and  Chap¬ 
ter  meeting  in  Philadelphia  during  the  month ;  but  an  attack  of 
sickness  which  kept  me  in  the  house  for  a  week  prevented  my 
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doing*  so,  and  also  prevented  my  going  to  Plioenixville  on  the 
22d  instant,  as  I  had  arranged,  for  the  purpose  of  installing  the 
officers  of  Phoenix  Chapter,  Xo.  198.  At  m}^  request,  however, 
the  Grand  King,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  .Marshal,  visited  the 
latter  Chapter  in  nrv  place;  and  the  Grand  King,  Companion 
Meyer,  installed  its  officers,  and  the  Grand  Marshal,  Companion 
Masson,  conferred  the  Mark  degree  on  three  candidates. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King,  we 
visited  Harmony  Chapter,  Xo.  52,  and  saw  the  Mark  and  Most 
Excellent  Masters’  degrees  conferred.  The  work  was  well  done 
by  the  officers  wdio  presided  over  the  respective  Lodges.  On  the 
10th,  accompanied  b}T  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe,  and 
most  of  the  appointed  Grand  Officers,  and  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
Riley,  Hutchinson  and  Griscom,  we  left  Philadelphia  for  Ashland, 
Schuylkill  county,  on  the  invitation  of  Companion  Griscom,  to  be 
present  at  the  presentation  of  a  Bible  by  him  to  Griscom  Chapter, 
Xo.  219.  The  occasion  was  a  highly  interesting  one,  and  was 
attended  by  a  number  of  Companions  from  Pottsviile,  Minersville, 
Tremont,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Idaho  Territory.  Companion 
Griscom  made  one  of  his  usual  admirable  and  appropriate  ad¬ 
dresses,  which  was  responded  to  on  the  part  of  the  Chapter  by 
Grand  Chaplain  Rev.  Companion  Daniel  Washburn,  one  of  its 
members.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  presentation  ceremonies,  the 
Ro3^ai  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  by  the  Grand  King;  after 
which  I  instructed  the  Companions  in  the  manner  of  opening  and 
closing  the  Chapter  and  Lodges,  and  gave  some  general  instruc¬ 
tions  on  the  work.  The  Chapter  having  closed,  we  accepted  its 
invitation  to  partake  of  a  banquet  provided  for  the  occasion.  The 
next  day  we  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

On  the  18th,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King,  we  visited  Phila¬ 
delphia  Chapter,  Xo.  169.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred 
by  a  Past  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  the  King  and  Scribe,  the 
only  elective  officers  present,  not  feeling  competent  to  do  the 
work.  On  the  24th,  visited  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  175,  where 
the  Most  Excellent  degree  was  well  conferred  by  the  High  Priest, 
and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  subsequently  conferred  by  one 
of  the  Past  High  Priests.  On  the  23th,  accompanied  by  the 
Grand  King,  visited  Jerusalem  Chapter,  Xo.  3,  and  saw  the  Royal 


62 


Arch  degree  conferred.  There  was  a  poor  attendance  of  its  ap¬ 
pointed  officers,  and  the  work  was  not  well  done.  This  was  the 
last  city  Chapter  to  be  visited.  All  ray  visits  to  the  city  Mark 
Lodges  and  Chapters  had  been  paid  without  previous  notice  of 
my  coming,  and  on  each  occasion  I  was  present  at  the  opening 
and  remained  until  they  closed. 

I  did  not  expect  to  find  the  work  perfect  in  any  of  the  bodies 
visited,  as  the  officers  were  generally^  new  in  their  positions,  more 
particularly  the  appointed  officers  ;  but  took  the  first  opportunity 
that  could  be  had  to  discover  errors,  if  any  existed,  in  the  work, 
to  fraternally  point  them  out  wherever  they  might  occur,  and  have 
them  corrected  as  soon  as  possible.  On  all  the  occasions  referred 
to,  except  one,  arrangements  were  made  for  meeting  at  an  early 
period  with  the  elected  and  appointed  officers  of  each  body  and 
instructing  each  one  in  his  part.  The  exception  was  Mark  Lodge 
No.  214,  to  which  I  suggested,  if  they  desired  instructions,  they 
could  not  find  a  more  competent  instructor  than  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Wood,  one  of  its  members.  The  meetings  for  instruction 
were  all  subsequently  held,  and  were  sometimes  attended  by  the 
officers  of  Chapters  from  other  parts  of  the  State  who  happened 
to  be  in  the  city  at  the  time,  and  by7  some  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests.  They'  have  been  productive  of  much  good, 
and  all  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  meeting  in  this  Hall  are 
in  good  working  order. 

On  March  10,  accompanied  by7  Companion  Taylor,  Grand 
Principal  Sojourner,  we  visited  Worthington  Chapter,  No.  220,  at 
Fort  Washington.  The  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  had 
intended  accompanying  me,  but  was  prevented  by  sickness  in  his 
family.  The  officers  of  this  Chapter  were  not  able  to  confer  any 
of  the  degrees,  but  were  dependent  upon  a  Past  High  Priest  or 
their  visiting  Companions  for  doing  the  work.  I  gave  them  some 
instruction  in  the  work,  and  offered  to  instruct  all  their  officers  if 
they  would  designate  some  time  to  meet  me  in  Philadelphia,  but 
they  have  failed  to  do  so.  They  have  a  fine  room,  handsomely 
furnished,  and  clothing  complete. 

March  16,  accompanied  by7  the  Grand  Scribe — the  Grand  King 
being  unable  to  be  with  us  in  consequence  of  sickness  in  his 
family— visited  Chapter  No.  226,  at  Frankford.  This  Chapter 
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was  unable  to  work  without  assistance.  Being  a  new  Chapter, 
the}r  had  not  members  enough  to  fill  all  the  positions  ;  but  this 
difficulty  was  done  away  with  on  this  occasion,  the  Mark  degree 
being  conferred  on  twelve  candidates  by  the  High  Priest,  and  six 
who  had  previously  received  the  Most  Excellent  degree  were 
exalted  by  the  Grand  Scribe.  I  have  since  visited  this  Chapter 
on  the  21st  of  the  present  month,  accompanied  by  Companion 
Ireland,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and  installed  its  officers, 
and  find  it  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 

March  21,  accompanied  b}T  the  Grand  King,  visited  Howell 
Chapter,  No.  202,  at  West  Chester,  where  we  were  met  by  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Evans.  Finding 
the  officers  of  the  Chapter  unable  to  do  the  work,  I  placed  the 
Grand  King  in  the  chair,  who  conferred  the  Most  Excellent  degree 
on  two  candidates  and  subsequent^  exalted  them.  I  then  gave 
them  instruction  in  part  of  their  work,  and  offered  to  fully 
instruct  any  of  the  officers  in  the  work  who  would  come  to 
Philadelphia  to  receive  it.  This  Chapter  has  a  good  room,  well 
furnished,  and  proper  clothing.  After  closing  the  Chapter  we 
partook  of  a  collation  which  had  been  provided  by  the  Com¬ 
panions.  * 

March  28,  accompanied  b}T  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe, 
we  visited  Chapter  No.  208,  at  Germantown.  There  were  no 
candidates,  and  the  evening  was  spent  in  instructing  its  officers. 
They  have  a  good  room,  well  furnished,  and  proper  clothing. 
Before  returning  to  the  city^  we  partook  of  a  collation  which  had 
been  provided. 

April  13,  accompanied  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Evans  and  Companions  D.  B.  Taylor,  A.  Bobeno,  Jr.,  and  J.  J. 
Heisler,  visited  Chapter  No.  190,  at  Norristown,  and  were  very 
cordially  received  by  the  Companions.  The  Mark  degree  was 
well  conferred  by  its  officers,  and  the  balance  of  the  evening  was 
spent  in  instructing  the  several  officers  in  their  duties,  after  which 
we  accepted  an  invitation  to  partake  of  a  collation. 

April  16,  accompanied  by  Companions  B.  L.  Lee  and  Horace 
Fritz,  visited  Chapter  No.  198,  at  Phcenixville.  The  Mark  degree 
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was  well  conferred  b}^  its  High  Priest,  but  the  other  officers  had 
a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  their  duties.  The  balance  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  instruction  in  the  work.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  met  with  the  officers  in  the  Chapter-room,  and  instructed 
them  in  the  work.  This  Chapter  has  a  fine  room  in  a  new  hall 
erected  by  our  brethren  of  Phcenixville,  very  handsomely  fitted 
up,  and  it  officers  seemed  desirous  of  getting  the  work  correctly. 

April  20,  in  accordance  with  notice  given,  left  here  at  ?  A.  M., 
accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe  and  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Evans,  to  visit  Chapter  No.  223,  at 
Oxford.  We  reached  Oxford  at  10  A.  M.,  and  finding  no  arrange¬ 
ment  had  been  made  for  getting  the  Companions  together  until 
evening,  we  accepted  an  invitation  from  Companion  Aaron  Dan- 
field,  of  Chapter  No.  202,  to  go  with  him  on  his  train  to  Port 
Deposit,  Maryland,  the  High  Priest  of  No.  223,  who  met  us  on 
our  arrival,  accompanying  us.  Returning  to  Oxford  at  5  P.  M., 
we  visited  Chapter  No.  223,  in  the  evening.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  its  members,  and  some  of  the  Companions  from 
West  Chester  were  present.  The  Mark  and  Most  Excellent 
degrees  were  very  fairly  conferred  by  its  officers,  after  which 
instruction  in  the  work  was  given  them,  and  some  points  of 
Masonic  law  explained  to  them.  On  our  return  to  the  hotel  we 
found  a  collation  provided  for  us.  The  next  morning  at  nine 
o’clock  I  met  with  some  of  the  officers  in  the  Chapter-room,  and 
instructed  them  in  the  work.  This  Chapter  has  a  good  room, 
properly  fitted  out  for  Chapter  purposes,  and  proper  clothing, 
with  the  exception  of  collars  for  its  officers  which  they  had  never 
purchased. 

May  25,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe, 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  Hutchinson  and  Thompson,  Companion 
J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Acting  Grand  Secretary,  and  a  number 
of  the  appointed  Grand  Officers,  we  left  Philadelphia,  at  R35 
A.  M.,  in  a  private  car  furnished  us  by  the  North  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Chapters  at 
To wanda  and  Wellsboro,  due  notice  having  been  given  before¬ 
hand  of  the  several  times  we  would  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
officers  and  Companions  in  their  Chapter-halls.  We  reached 
To  wan  da  at  5  P.  M.  the  same  day,  where  we  were  met  at  the  sta- 
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tion  b}T  the  High  Priest  and  a  number  of  Companions  of  Union 
Chapter,  No.  161,  who  gave  us  a  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting, 
and  escorted  us  to  the  quarters  provided  for  us.  At  7  P.  M.  I 
paid  a  formal  Grand  Visitation  to  that  Chapter  and  delivered  an 
address,  after  which  the  Most  Excellent  degree  was  conferred  by 
the  Grand  Scribe. 

After  our  labors  for  the  evening  were  concluded,  we  partook  of 
a  collation  provided  by  the  members  of  the  Chapter. 

The  next  day,  at  7.30  A.  M.,  we  left  Towanda  for  Wellsboro, 
reaching  there  at  7.15  P.  M.  same  day.  At  9  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand 
Visitation  to  Tioga  Chapter,  No.  194,  and  delivered  an  address, 
after  which  instruction  in  the  work  was  given.  This  Chapter 
was,  on  this  occasion,  under  the  charge  of  its  Scribe,  its  High 
Priest  having  been  unavoidably  detained  from  home  by  business, 
and  its  King  at  home  bv  the  dangerous  illness  of  one  of  his 
family.  The  next  morning,  the  27th,  we  were  joined  by  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Simpson,  who,  on  account  of  sickness, 
had  been  unable  to  meet  with  us  the  evening  before.  He  and 
some  of  the  Companions  took  us  a  pleasant  drive  around  the 
country  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  repaired  to  the 
Chapter-room,  where  a  number  of  the  Companions  were  assem¬ 
bled,  and  instructed  them  in  the  Mark  degree.  At  7  P.  M.  the 
High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  having  returned,  the  Chapter  was 
opened,  and  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  was  conferred  on  its 
High  Priest  and  live  of  its  Past  High  Priests — it  being  conferred 
on  three  by  the  Grand  King  and  the  other  three  by  myself; 
after  which  the  Companions  were  instructed  in  the  Royal  Arch 
degree.  The  Companions,  on  each  occasion,  paid  great  attention 
to  the  instructions  given,  and  displayed  a  commendable  desire  to 
acquire  the  work. 

Leaving  Wellsboro  at  5  A.  M.  on  the  28th,  we  reached  Towanda 
that  P.  M.,  and  visited  Chapter  No.  161,  when  the  Mark  degree 
was  conferred  by  Companion  Horace  Fritz,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Second  Vail. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  30th,  in  company  with  the 
High  Priest  of  Chapter  No.  161  and  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  Peck — who  had  attended  the  previous  meetings  at  Towanda 
with  us — I  proceeded  to  the  Chapter-room,  where,  in  accordance 
with  previous  arrangement,.  I  expected  to  meet  the  other  officers 
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of  the  Chapter  to  instruct  them  in  the  duties  of  their  several 
positions,  hut  I  regret  to  say  they  failed  to  meet  me. 

In  the  evening  the  Most  Excellent  Masters’  degree  was  con- 
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ferred  by  the  Grand  Scribe  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  by  the 
Grand  King.  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Dusenbury 
was  present  on  this  occasion,  having  come  from  Great  Bend  for 
that  purpose.  A  collation  was  also  served  on  this  occasion. 

While  the  Companions  at  Towanda  extended  to  us  a  hearty 
welcome  and  made  every  effort  to  make  our  sojourn  among  them 
an  agreeable  one,  I  regret  to  say  the  attendance  at  the  Chapter 
was  not  such  as  it  should  have  been,  either  by  its  officers  or  mem¬ 
bers,  nor  did  some  of  its  officers  seem  to  take  any  interest  in  the 
work. 

On  the  31st,  after  a  delightful  visit,  we  left  Towanda  at  1.15 
A.  M.  for  Philadelphia,  reaching  here  at  5.30  P.  M.  same  day. 

September  6,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand 
Scribe,  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Thompson,  Hutchinson  and 
Wood,  and  a  number  of  the  appointed  Grand  Officers,  we  left  Phil¬ 
adelphia  at  1.30  A.  M.  for  Newtown,  reaching  there  at  10.30  A.  M. 
At  11.30  A.  M.  we  constituted  Newtown  Chapter,  No.  229,  and 
installed  its  officers  in  due  and  ancient  form.  In  the  afternoon 
we  drove  to  Bristol,  a  distance  of  eleven  miles,  and  at  7.30  P.  M. 
we  constituted  Bristol  Chapter,  No.  231,  and  installed  its  officers 
in  due  and  ancient  form,  after  which  we  partook  of  a  collation 
provided  by  the  Companions  of  the  new  Chapter.  The  next  day 
we  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

In  pursuance  of  my  circular  letter  of  September  1st  I  left 
Philadelphia  September  12,  at  10.50  A.  M.,  accompanied  by  the 
Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe,  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Thompson 
and  Hutchinson — the  latter  acting  as  Grand  Secretary — and  the 
following  appointed- Grand  Officers,  Companions  Taylor,  Robeno, 
Fritz,  Masson  and  Lee,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  the  Chap¬ 
ters  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  paying  a  series  of  Grand  Visita¬ 
tions,  inspecting  the  work  of  the  officers  of  the  several  Chapters 
visited,  and  imparting  to  them  such  instruction  as  might  be  con¬ 
sidered  necessary.  Through  the  kindness  of  Companion  Herman 
J.  Lombaert,  Vice-President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  we  were  furnished  with  a  car  for  our  especial 
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accommodation  throughout  the  entire  trip,  which  added  greatly 
to  our  comfort  and  pleasure.  We  reached  Emporium  at  12.40 
A.  M.  on  the  13th,  and  at  9  A.  M.  same  day  constituted  Empo¬ 
rium  Chapter,  No.  227,  and  installed  its  officers  in  due  and  ancient 
form.  A  number  of  Companions  from  Williamsport  and  Lock 
Haven  joined  us  on  the  route,  and  were  present  on  the  occasion. 
Leaving  Emporium  at  12.33  P.  M.,  after  a  ride  of  little  more  than 
an  hour  we  reached  Ridgway,  where  we  were  joined  by  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Hoover.  After  dinner,  through  the 
kindness  of  Companions  Earley,  Gillis  and  others,  we  were  driven 
to  the  several  points  of  interest  around  the  town,  and  at  7  P.  M. 
we  constituted  Elk  Chapter,  No.  230,  and  installed  its  officers — 
except  the  Secretary,  who  was  unable  to  be  present — in  due  and 
ancient  form.  After  which  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Companion  Hoover  stated  that  although  he  had  received  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood,  it  had  been  so  imperfectly  conferred 
that  he  should  like  to  have  it  conferred  over  again,  when  I  con¬ 
ferred  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  him.  The  Companions 
from  Williamsport  and  Lock  Haven  were  present  on  this  occasion 
also.  At  Lock  Haven  we  were  met  b}*  Companion  Hering,  Dis¬ 
trict  Depihy  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  district,  who  expressed, 
his  great  regret  at  being  unable  to  accompany  me  through  his 
district  as  he  had  intended. 

Expecting  to  leave  Ridgway  at  2  A.  M.  on  the  14th,  and  arrive 
at  Corry  at  5.50  A.  M.,  I  had  arranged  for  meeting  the  officers  of 
Columbus  Chapter,  No.  200,  to  inspect  their  work  at  10  A.  M. ; 
but  through  the  neglect  of  the  superintendent  of  that  division  of 
the  road  to  instruct  the  conductor  to  attach  our  car  to  his  train, 
he  refused  to  do  so,  and  we  wTere  left  on  the  road  until  4  A.  M., 
when  we  were  attached  to  a  freight  train  and  taken  to  Corry,  ar¬ 
riving  there  six  hours  later  than  was  intended,  and  preventing  the 
proposed  meeting  that  morning.  A  cordial  reception,  however, 
awaited  us  at  the  hands  of  the  High  Priest  and  his  officers.  At 
3  P.  M.  we  inspected  the  work  of  the  officers,  finding  them  pretty 
well  posted  in  it.  At  7  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to  Chapter 
No.  200,  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which  I  conferred  the 
Mark  degree  on  two  candidates,  and  the  Grand  Scribe  conferred 
the  Most  Excellent  degree  on  three  candidates.  I  then  conferred 
the  order  of  High  Priesthood  on  two  Past  High  Priests  of  the 
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Chapter.  There  was  quite  a  good  attendance,  both  in  the  after¬ 
noon  and  evening,  and  the  Companions  seemed  to  take  great 
interest  in  the  instructions  given.  Left  Corry  at  9.40  A.  M.  on 
the  15th,  and  reached  Erie  at  11.20  A.  M.  same  day,  where  we 
were  met  at  the  station  the  High  Priest  and  several  Com¬ 
panions  of  Chapter  215,  who  conducted  us  to  the  hotel.  After 
dining,  under  the  guidance  of  Companions  Mans,  Payne,  Himrod 
and  others,  we  were  taken  aboard  of  a  small  steamboat,  and  en¬ 
joyed  a  ride  on  Lake  Erie;  after  which  I  inspected  the  work  of 
the  three  elective  officers,  finding  but  trifling  inaccuracies  in  it, 
which  were  pointed  out  to  them.  At  7  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand 
Visitation  to  Temple  Chapter,  No.  215,  and  delivered  an  address, 
after  which  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  by  the  Grand 
King.  The  order  of  High  Priesthood  was  also  conferred  on  two 
Past  High  Priests  of  the  Chapter.  The  clothing  of  this  Chapter 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  this  jurisdiction, 
and  I  directed  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Barber,  who 
was  with  us  on  this  occasion,  to  see  that  the  proper  clothing  was 
procured.  The  attendance  at  this  Grand  Visitation  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  small,  due  notice  of  it  not  having  been  given,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  my  circular  not  having  been  delivered  to  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  After  the  Chapter  closed,  by  invita¬ 
tion  of  the  Companions,  we  attended  the  festivities  attending  the 
opening  of  the  Ellsworth  House,  where  we  were  hospitably  enter¬ 
tained. 

Left  Erie  at  10.10  A.  M.  on  the  16th,  and,  after  a  ride  of  little 
more  than  half  an  hour,  reached  Girard,  and  were  met  at  the 
station  by  High  Priest  Smith.  Companion  Barber  left  us  here, 
his  business  engagements  preventing  him  accompanying  us 
farther.  At  3  P.  M.  met  with  the  officers  of  Chapter  No.  213, 
and  inspected  their  work.  They  were  not  well  versed  in  it,  and 
gladly  received  the  instruction  given.  At  7  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand 
Visitation,  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which  I  conferred  the 
Mark  degree  on  two  candidates,  and  the  Most  Excellent  degree 
was  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Grand  Scribe.  The  order  of 
High  Priesthood  was  conferred  on  two  Past  High  Priests  of  the 
Chapter  by  the  Grand  King.  This  Chapter  had  never  procured 
the  Chapter  clothing  or  jewels;  but,  being  informed  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  them,  took  immediate  steps  to  procure  them. 

Left  Girard  at  10.55  A.  M.  on  the  17th,  and  in  an  hour’s  time 
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reached  Conneautville  station.  There  was  no  one  to  receive  us, 
the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  No.  187  having  left  the  town  with¬ 
out  apprising  any  of  his  officers  of  our  proposed  visit,  except  a 
notification  to  the  Tyler  to  call  a  meeting  for  that  evening,  which 
order  the  Tyler  obeyed  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  was  given 
by,  as  I  understood  at  the  time,  merely  giving  verbal  notice  to  a 
few  of  the  members  whom  he  accidentally  met  in  the  streets,  with¬ 
out  apprising  them  of  the  object  of  the  meeting.  Having  sent  a 
messenger  in  search  of  the  King,  he  immediately  called  upon  me, 
expressing  his  want  of  knowledge  of  our  coming,  and  his  great 
regret  and  chagrin  at  the  want  of  courtesy  extended  to  us,  as¬ 
suring  us  that  he  would  use  every  effort  to  obtain  a  fair  attend¬ 
ance  of  members  in  the  evening,  in  which  he  succeeded.  The 
meeting  which  I  expected  to  have  in  the  afternoon  for  inspection 
of  and  instruction  in  the  work  had  to  be  abandoned;  but  at  7 
P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to  Chapter  No.  187,  and  delivered 
an  address,  after  which  the  Chapter  was  instructed  in  the  Rojml 
Arch  degree  by  the  Grand  King.  A  number  of  Companions  from 
Meadville  w'ere  present.  The  Companions  of  Conneautville  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  expressed  a  deep  mortification  at  the 
behavior  of  their  High  Priest,  S.  Johnson  Thomas,  and  en¬ 
deavored,  bjr  their  cordial  manner  towards  us,  to  make  amends 
for  his  unmasonic  and  ungentle  manly  conduct. 

While  at  Corry  I  received  from  Companion  Samuel  B.  Hick,  of 
Meadville,  on  behalf  of  the  Companions  there,  an  invitation  to 
spend  Sunday  with  them,  saying  they  would  be  present  at  the 
Grand  Visitation  at  Conneautville,  and  if  the  invitation  was  ac¬ 
cepted,  they  would  bring  sufficient  carriages  along  to  take  our 
entire  party  over ;  and  stating,  in  addition,  that  it  would  enable 
me  to  spend  a  morning  with  the  Companions  of  Greenville.  The 
latter  representation,  coupled  with  a  lively  recollection  of  a  Grand 
Visitation  paid  to  Chapter  No.  191,  at  Meadville,  with  Companion 
Samuel  C.  Perkins,  when  he  was  Grand  High  Priest,  induced  me 
to  at  once  accept  his  invitation.  After  Chapter  was  closed  at 
Conneautville,  we  stepped  into  the  carriages  provided  for  us,  and 
rode  sixteen  miles  to  Meadville.  Of  our  visit  there  I  shall  say 
nothing  further  than  that  the  reputation  for  hospitality  achieved 
by  the  Companions  of  Meadville  on  the  former  occasion  was 
fulty  sustained  on  this. 

Left  Meadville  at  8  A.  M.  on  the  19th  for  Greenville,  where  we 
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were  met  at  the  station  by  Past  High  Priest  Austin,  to  whom  I 
had  telegraphed  our  coming,  High  Priest  Kughler  and  a  number 
of  the  Companions  of  No.  212,  who  conducted  us  to  the  Chapter- 
hall.  Haying  placed  their  officers  in  their  respective  stations  and 
places,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  work  done  fully  as  well 
as  in  any  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction.  The  visit  was  one  of  much 
interest  to  all  of  us,  and  I  am  thankful  to  the  Companions  of 
Meadville  for  affording  me  the  opportunity  of  visiting  those  of 
Greenville. 

Having  parted  with  the  Companions  at  the  latter  place,  we 
started  for  New  Castle,  reaching  there  at  3  P.  M.  same  day,  and 
were  met  at  the  station  by  the  High  Priest  and  Scribe  of  the 
Chapter.  At  1  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to  Delta  Chapter, 
No.  110,  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which  the  Most  Excellent 
degree  was  conferred  on  two  candidates  by  the  Grand  Scribe,  who 
were  subsequently  exalted  by  the  Grand  King.  The  next  day, 
the  20th,  proceeded  to  the  Chapter  Hall  to  give  instruction  in  the 
work,  but  finding  there  was  a  want  of  good  feeling  and  harmony 
in  the  Chapter,  blighting  its  prospects,  the  morning  was  mainly 
spent  in  endeavors  to  reconcile  the  unhappy  differences  existing 
there.  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  this  has  been  successfully 
accomplished,  that  perfect  harmony  now  exists  in  No.  170,  and 
that  its  future  prosperity  is  insured. 

Left  New  Castle  at  3  P.  M.  on  the  20th,  arriving  in  Rochester 
at  5.30  same  afternoon.  At  7  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to 
Eureka  Chapter,  No.  167,  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which 
the  Most  Excellent  degree  was  conferred  on  two  candidates  by 
the  Grand  Scribe,  who  were  subsequently  exalted  by  the  Grand 
King.  There  were  present  on  this  occasion  Companions  from 
Pittsburg  and  Alleghany.  The  next  morning,  the  21st,  we  were 
joined  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Hopkins,  and  the 
three  Chiefs  elect  of  the  new  Chapter  to  be  constituted  at  Clear¬ 
field.  A  meeting  was  held  at  10  A.  M.  for  inspection  of  work  of 
officers,  but  the  High  Priest  was  not  present  and  the  King  and 
Scribe  frankly  admitted  their  inability  to  do  the  work,  and  the 
morning  was  spent  in  instructing  the  Companions.  There  was 
quite  a  large  attendance  at  both  meetings,  and  the  Companions 
expressed  a  desire  to  learn  the  work  as  it  should  be  done. 

Left  Rochester  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  reaching  Alle¬ 
ghany  at  5.30  P.  M.,  where  a  sumptuous  dinner,  provided  by  the 
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Companions  of  Xo.  217,  awaited  us  in  their  hall,  to  which  we  did 
full  justice.  At  7.30  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to  Alleghany 
Chapter,  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  conferred  by  the  Grand  King.  General  instructions 
as  to  the  work  were  given  by  myself,  after  which  the  Chapter 
closed,  and  we  were  taken  to  our  quarters  in  Pittsburg.  Next 
morning,  we  proceeded  to  the  hall,  and  gave  instruction  in  the 
Mark  degree,  after  which  we  were  taken  a  drive  around  Alle- 
ghany,  and  then  over  to  Pittsburg  and  to  their  beautiful 
cemetery,  where  we  were  hospitably  entertained  by  Companion 
Chadwick,  its  superintendent. 

There  was  a  very  large  attendance  at  both  of  these  meetings, 
numbers  of  the  Companions  from  Chapters  Xos.  162  and  193,  of 
Pittsburg,  being  in  attendance  on  both  occasions.  Companion 
Hopkins,  District  Deputy  of  the  district,  was  with  us  during  our 
stay,  and  was  unremitting  in  his  exertions  to  make  our  visit  an 
agreeable  one.  We  left  Pittsburg  at  3.50  P.  M.  on  the  22d,  for 
Altoona,  remaining  there  over  night;  and  at  7.10  A.  M.,  on  the 
23d,  started  for  Clearfield,  reaching  there  at  12.40,  same  after¬ 
noon.  At  3  P.  M.  we  constituted  Clearfield  Chapter,  Xo.  228, 
and  installed  its  officers  in  due  and  ancient  form.  Leaving 
Clearfield  at  6  P.  M.,  we  reached  Philadelphia  at  6.30  A.  M.  on  the 
24th. 

On  the  13th  of  this  month,  in  company  with  Companion 
Robeno,  I  visited  Bristol  Chapter,  Xo.  231,  at  the  request  of  its 
High  Priest,  and  installed  its  officers. 

In  all  instances  of  inspection  of  work,  the  officers  of  the 
respective  Chapters  were  directed  to  take  their  respective 
stations  and  places,  and  go  through  their  form  of  opening  and 
closing  the  Chapter,  and  the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Masters’ 
Lodges,  and  their  errors  were  pointed  out  as  they  occurred, 
They  were  also  directed  to  work  in  the  several  degrees,  as  far  as 
practicable,  that  their  errors  might  be  pointed  out  to  them. 

The  Chapters  visited  are  all  in  possession  of  fine  rooms,  which 
have  been  fitted  up  and  furnished  for  the  proper  working  of  the 
several  degrees ;  and,  with  the  few  exceptions  mentioned,  are 
properly  clothed,  The  Chapter- room  at  Alleghany  is  particularly 
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worthy  of  notice,  having  been  arranged  not  only  for  work  but 
for  the  accommodation  and  convenience  of  its  members. 

In  all  instances  where  warrants  have  been  granted  for  new 
Chapters,  I  have  declined  to  constitute  them  until  satisfied  the 
officers  could  work  correctly  in  the  three  degrees,  and  had  the 
proper  clothing,  and  a  room  suited  for  the  purpose  and  properly 
furnished.  This  rule  has  worked  admirably.  The  new  Chapters, 
knowing  they  have  all  the  requisite  paraphernalia,  and  confident 
of  their  ability  to  do  the  work  correctly,  take  an  interest  in  it 
which  is  never  taken  by  incompetents,  and  in  this  particular  will 
compare  favorably  with  their  elder  sisters. 

Having  obtained  from  the  Grand  Secretary  a  list  of  the  Chap¬ 
ters  whose  returns  had  not  been  received  by  the  time  mentioned 
in  the  Constitution,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  High  Priest  of 
each,  informing  him  of  the ‘neglect,  and  that,  in  case  of  failure  to 
make  its  return  by  the  third  Monday  in  May,  it  suspended  its 
warrant,  and  would  be  dealt  with  accordingly.  My  communi¬ 
cations  had  the  desired  effect,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed  by  the  Constitution  the  annual  returns  of  every 
Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Grand 
Secretary. 

Chapter  No.  220  having  complained  that  the  Chapter  at  Lam- 
bertville,  New  Jersey,  was  exalting  residents  of  this  jurisdiction, 
at  the  request  of  this  Grand  Chapter  I  addressed  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  of  New  Jersejq  Companion  David  S.  Battey, 
in  reference  to  it.  His  immediate  and  Masonic  action  has 
already  been  referred  to,  and  is  a  matter  of  record  in  the  Grand 
Chapter.  Since  then  I  have  received  a  similar  complaint  from 
Chapter  No.  227,  against  two  Chapters  in  New  York.  I  imme¬ 
diately  addressed  Companion  John  W.  Simons,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  of  that  State,  who,  after  inquiry,  informed  me  that, 
as  far  as  the  charge  against  one  of  his  Chapters  was  concerned, 
it  wras  a  mistake,  and  the  other  had  conferred  degrees  upon  resi¬ 
dents  of  this  jurisdiction,  but  only  at  the  request  of  one  of  our 
own  Chapters,  and  assured  me  that,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
he  will  prevent  airy  trespass  upon  the  rights  of  this  jurisdiction. 

I  have  learned  that  it  has  been  a  common  practice  in  the 
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Chapters  bordering  on  neighboring  jurisdictions  to  assent  to,  and 
in  some  instances  to  request,  Chapters  in  those  jurisdictions  to 
confer  the  degree  on  residents  of  this  jurisdiction.  This  practice 
I  have  taken  proper  measures  to  stop. 

Having  received  information  that  the  King  of  Chapter  No.  215 
had,  in  the  absence  of  the  High  Priest,  taken  the  warrant  which 
was  usually  left  hanging  in  the  Chapter-hall,  and  held  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Chapter,  without  any  authority  from  the  High 
Priest,  and  conferred  the  degrees  upon  two  candidates,  I  declared 
the  proceedings  irregular,  and  null  and  void,  and  that  the  degrees 
must  be  conferred  over  again,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
Chapter,  or  the  candidates  be  allowed  to  withdraw  their  petitions, 
if  they  desired  to  present  them  to  a  Chapter  nearer  their 
residences. 

It  was  also  brought  to  my  knowledge,  through  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  Chatland,  that  there  was  a  body  of  men  call¬ 
ing  themselves  Chapter  No.  168,  meeting  at  Waynesburg,  in  his 
district.  There  was  formerly  a  Chapter  of  that  number  held  at 
Waynesburg,  but  it  had  been  suspended  by  a  vote  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  November  16,  185*1.  Under  a  so-called  dispensation, 
issued  by  a  former  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  dated 
April  9,  1869,  authorizing  certain  persons  named  therein  to  hold 
an  election  for  officers  of  said  Chapter  (No.  168)  and  resume 
work,  they  had  reorganized,  and  resumed  work  as  Chapter  No. 
168,  and  were  in  possession  of  the  warrant  of  the  original  Chap¬ 
ter.  Under  date  of  August  IT,  I  wrote  to  Companion  Chatland, 
declaring  their  proceedings  null  and  void,  to  take  immediate 
possession  of  the  warrant,  and,  if  they  had  a  seal,  to  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  it  also ;  and  to  notify  the  Chapters  in  his  district  that 
Chapter  No.  168  having  been  suspended,  no  Masonic  recog¬ 
nition  can  be  extended  to  any  one  hailing  from  that  Chapter. 
Companion  Chatland  wrote  to  them,  demanding  the  return  of  the 
warrant  and  seal,  and  although  several  communications  have  since 
passed  in  reference  to  a  reorganization  of  the  original  Chapter, 
no  notice  whatever  has  been  taken  of  his  demand.  On  November 
26,  I  again  wrote  to  Companion  Chatland,  to  inform  the  gentle¬ 
men  retaining  the  warrant  of  No.  168  that,  unless  it  was  returned 
to  me  forthwith,  it  would  become  my  duty  to  proclaim  them  a 
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spurious  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  give  due  notice 
thereof  to  the  Craft.  Companion  Chatland  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  my  letter,  and  sent  a  petition  for  reinstating  the 
Chapter,  and  requested  me  to  withhold  further  action  till  he  saw 
me,  which  would  be  in  the  early  part  of  this  month.  Since  my 
interview  with  him,  in  which  he  stated  that  no  notice  had  yet 
been  taken  of  the  demand  for  the  warrant,  I  concluded,  as  the 
Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  so  near,  to 
defer  action  until  the  whole  subject  could  be  brought  before  it. 

Grand  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Chapter  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed,  as  follows : 

Comp.  Henry  R.  Swasey,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  John  Woolverton,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Hew 
J  ersey. 

u  J ohn  D.  Daggett,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

“  James  R.  Bayley,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

In  addition  to  the  decision  made  at  the  Quarterly  Grand  Com¬ 
munication,  in  February  last,  which  has  been  furnished  to  the 
several  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  throughout  the  jurisdiction, 
the  following  have  been  made : 

A  member  of  a  Chapter  or  Mark  Lodge,  having  lost  his  mem¬ 
bership  therein  by  suspension  or  expulsion  from  his  Blue  Lodge, 
should  the  Grand  Lodge  reverse  the  action  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
and  declare  him  a  member  thereof,  by  such  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  he  is  restored  to  membership  in  his  Chapter  or  Mark 
Lodge  respectively. 

That  applications  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  permission  to 
receive  new  applications  from  rejected  applicants  must  be 
governed  by  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  similar 
cases. 

The  warrant  of  a  Chapter  should  be  in  the  possession  of  its 
High  Priest,  and  of  a  Mark  Lodge  in  the  possession  of  its 
Worshipful  Master,  and  not  allowed  to  remain  exposed  in  the 
Chapter-room,  where  unauthorized  persons  may,  in  the  absence 
of  the  High  Priest  or  Worshipful  Master,  obtain  them,  and  clan¬ 
destinely  open  a  Chapter  or  Mark  Lodge. 


75 


During  the  year  I  have  paid  twenty-five  informal  Visitations, 
ten  Grand  Visitations,  and  constituted  six  Chapters,  besides  on 
numerous  occasions  meeting  with  the  officers  of  the  several 
Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  and  several  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests,  to  instruct  them  in  the  work.  My  aim  has 
been  to  promote  uniformity  of  work  and  harmony  throughout  our 
jurisdiction ;  and  by  these  visitations  and  meetings  for  instruction 
much  has  been  accomplished,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  never 
has  the  work  in  this  jurisdiction  been  as  uniform  as  at  present. 
In  this  I  had  the  hearty  and  fraternal  cooperation  of  all  my 
Grand  Officers.  The  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded  them  of  learning  the 
work,  and  have  aided  me  in  my  efforts  to  have  the  Chapters  in 
their  districts  properly  instructed.  On  my  appointed  officers, 
most  of  whom  have  held  positions  in  the  Grand  Chapter  for 
several  j^ears,  I  could  alwa}^s  rety,  from  their  experience  in  the 
work,  to  perform  the  duties  of  any  position  it  became  necessary 
to  place  them  in.  To  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  their  willingness  on  all  occasions  to 
assist  me  in  and  lighten  my  labors.  To  the  former  is  especially 
due  an  acknowledgment  of  the  labor  performed  b}r  him  at  my 
request,  to  compile  the  report  on  the  Correspondence  of  1868 
and  1869,  as  well  as  for  his  valuable  table  of  statistics  of  Hoyal 
Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania.  To  the  Grand  King,  Grand 
Scribe,  Grand  Secretaiy,  and  Companion  Francis  Blackburn,  the 
thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  due  for  the  valuable  abstract  of 
its  proceedings,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you  this 
evening.  The  two  latter  Companions  have  also  made  out  an 
alphabetical  list  of  all  who  were  ever  exalted  or  admitted  to 
membership  in  the  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  which  will 
prove  a  valuable  list  for  reference  for  all  time  to  come. 

There  are  at  present  in  this  jurisdiction  three  Mark  Lodges  and 
seventy-four  Chapters,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  two 
Chapters,  are  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition,  more 
particularly  the  Chapters  constituted  during  this  year,  whose 
rapid  growth  is  unparalleled  in  our  Masonic  history.  Two  other 
Chapters,  which  have  been  suspended,  are  desirous  of  resuming 
labor — No.  112,  at  Tunkliannock,  and  No.  184,  at  Kittanning. 
The  former  I  had  expected  before  this  would  have  complied 
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with  the  section  of  the  Constitution  which  would  have  authorized 
its  resumption  of  labor.  The  latter  is  in  a  somewhat  different 
position.  Warrant  No.  184  was  sequestrated  August  18,  1856, 
when  warrant  No.  188  was  issued  in  lieu  thereof.  The  latter 
warrant  was  revoked  February  16,  1851,  and  warrant  No.  184 
was  restored,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  authorized  to  issue 
his  dispensatiqn  to  hold  an  election  for  officers.  This  dispensa¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  the  warrant,  was  sent  to  Kittanning;  but  no  action 
was  taken  under  it,  and  no  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  to 
resume  work,  although  both  documents  remained  in  their  posses¬ 
sion  until  October  last,  when,  at  my  request,  they  were  returned 
to  me.  The  Companions  at  Kittanning  are  desirous  of  having 
a  Chapter  there.  Under  existing  circumstances  they  stand  sus¬ 
pended,  and  a  new  warrant  cannot  be  issued  to  them  until  the 
Grand  Chapter  removes  the  suspension.  I  would  therefore 
suggest  that,  if  the  Companions  desire  it,  the  Grand  Chapter 
do  as  it  did  before — that  is,  restore  the  original  warrant,  and 
authorize  the  issue  of  a  dispensation  to  hold  an  election  for 
officers. 

The  annual  returns  for  1869,  on  file  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s 
office,  show  the  number  of  Companions  in  actual  membership  to 
be  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen,  an  increase  of  mem¬ 
bership  in  that  year  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five.  This  year 
will  show  a  still  larger  increase. 


The  income  of  the  Grand  Chapter  this  year  was 
being  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 


,116  43 
840  20 


The  annual  dues  remaining  unpaid  amount  to 
The  investments  on  account  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
amount  to  ...... 


$421  98 


13,300  00 


In  February,  1859,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  appro¬ 
priated  as  the  foundation  of  a  Grand  Chapter  Charity  Fund,  and 
the  subject  was  referred  to  a  Committee  on  the  Constitution,  to 
devise  and  report  a  plan  for  its  establishment,  regulation  and 
government.  That  sum  was  invested,  but  no  addition  has  been 
made  to  the  fund  since,  nor  does  any  further  action  appear  to 
have  been  taken  in  reference  to  it,  even  the  interest  derived 
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from  it  baving  gone  into  the  treasury  as  part  of  the  ordinary 
income  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

I  would  suggest  the  establishment  of  such  a  fund,  and  that 
provision  be  made  that  there  shall,  on  the  night  of  the  annual 
election,  in  addition  to  the  officers  already  provided  for,  be  elected 
three  Trustees  of  said  fund,  who  shall  have  the  custody  of  all 
investments  made  on  account  of  it,  and  collect  the  interest 
thereon.  That  the  above-mentioned  investments  of  thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  as  well  as  any  investments  made 
between  the  present  time  and  the  election  of  the  Trustees,  be 
transferred  to  them  as  a  Grand  Chapter  Charity  Fund.  I  would 
also  suggest  that  the  interest  or  income  derived  from  such 
investments,  as  well  as  such  sums  as  can  from  time  to  time  be 
spared  from  the  revenue  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  shall  also  be 
invested  on  account  of  the  said  Charity  Fund,  until  its  principal 
amounts  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  when  a  Board  of 
Almoners  shall  be  appointed,  to  which  its  income  shall  be  paid, 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  our  indigent  Companions,  and  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  Companions  who  may  need  assistance. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  too  prevalent 
practice  of  conferring  the  degrees  forthwith  on  applicants  as 
Sojourners.  The  practice  does  not  exist  in  this  cityT ;  but  in  some 
of  the  Chapters  out  of  it  the  laying  of  an  application  over  for  a 
month  is  the  exception,  not  the  rule.  That  every  case  of  confer¬ 
ring  the  degrees  forthwith  is  a  case  of  emergency,  is  too 
improbable  for  a  moment’s  consideration.  In  many  instances 
the  applicants,  instead  of  being  told  to  send  their  applications  to 
the  Chapter,  are  told  to  bring  them.  The  Chapter  is  then  told 
that  it  is  a  case  of  emergency  ;  that  the  brother  has  come  so  many 
miles  to  obtain  his  degrees,  and  it  will  be  very  inconvenient  for 
him  to  come  again. 

The  folly  of  calliug  all  the  forthwith  cases,  cases  of  emergency, 
was  fully  exemplified  in  one  Chapter  I  visited,  where  the  minutes 
state,  petitions  were  received  from  two  applicants,  which,  being 
cases  of  emergency,  were  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  report 
forthwith.  The  Committee  reported  forthwith,  the  candidates 
were  balloted  for,  and  approved,  but  were  not  present  to  receive 
the  degrees  at  that  meeting,  nor  at  the  following  one,  and  for  all 
I  know,  have  probably  not  presented  themselves  to  this  day. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  cases  of  emergency,  as  contemplated  by 
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the  Constitution,  rarely  occur,  and  that  it  is  unwise  and  unjust 
to  confer  the  degrees  forthwith  upon  an  applicant,  unless  there 
are  very  good  reasons  for  doing  so :  unwise,  because,  from  want 
of  thorough  and  proper  scrutiny,  improper  material  may  be 
introduced  into  the  Chapter;  unjust,  because  a  portion  of  the 
members  are  deprived  of  what  is  not  only  their  privilege,  but 
their  right — the  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  of  an 
applicant  by  their  ballot.  As  the  privilege  accorded  by  the  Con¬ 
stitution  is  abused  in  so  many  instances,  I  would  recommend 
that  the  practice  be  prohibited,  except  by  authority  of  a  dispen¬ 
sation,  to  be  issued  in  each  instance,  or  else  that  a  fee  be  exacted 
for  each  case  of  conferring  the  degrees  forthwith. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  report,  the  warrant  of  Chapter  No. 
168  has  been  returned  to  me.  It  was  received  this  morning, 
through  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Chatland,  as  was 
also  a  petition  from  some  of  its  former  members,  praying  for  its 
restoration.  Companion  Chatland  also  sent  me  a  communication, 
addressed  to  him  by  one  of  the  applicants,  admitting  great 
neglect  in  delaying  the  return  of  the  warrant,  but  assuring  him 
that  it  was  not  delayed  from  any  spirit  of  insubordination. 

From  my  own  observations,  and  from  the  few  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests  who  have  submitted  their  reports,  I  am  able 
to  state,  that  peace  and  harmony  and  prosperity  exist  throughout 
our  jurisdiction.  The  fraternal  relations  existing  between  this 
Grand  Chapter  and  those  of  other  jurisdictions  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  3^ear  remain  undisturbed.  For  the  fraternal  feeling 
pervading  the  Craft — for  its  satisfactory  progress  and  for  its 
great  prosperity — let  us  humbly  and  devoutly  render  thanks  to 
Him  who  rules  and  governs  all  things.  Let  us  thank  Him  for 
His  protecting  care  of  us  during  the  year  just  closed,  and  implore 
it  for  the  year  to  come.  And  should  it  please  Him  in  His  infinite 
wisdom  to  summon  us  from  our  earthly  tabernacle,  may  we  be 
permitted  to  enter  the  great  Grand  Chapter  above. 


So  mucli  of  the  minutes  of  November  8  as  relate  to  the 
election  of  officers  having  been  read,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  called  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Griscom  to  the  chair, 
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and  all  the  Companions  who  had  not  received  the  order  of 
High  Priesthood  having  retired, 

Companion  Michael  Nisbet  was  duly  installed  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest ,  and  received  the  customary  salutations 
of  the  Craft. 

Companion  George  Metzger,  High  Priest  elect  of  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  227,  at  Emporium,  was  duly  installed  as  High  Priest 
of  said  Chapter,  and  had  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him. 


The  Companions  who  had  retired  having  been  readmitted, 
the  following  officers  were  duly  installed,  viz. : 

Comp.  Charles  Eugene  Meyer,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  John  Wilson,  Jr.,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Peter  Williamson,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

u  John  Thomson,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Ground  Secretary. 

And  received  the  customary  honors. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  then  pleased  to  make 
the  following  appointments : 


Comp.  George  J.  Becker, 

“  David  B.  Taylor,  . 
“  William  J.  Kelly, 

“  Andrew  Bobeno,  Jr. 
“  Horace  Fritz, 

“  John  H.  Israel, 

“  Edward  Masson, 

“  B.  L.  Lee, 

“  A.  C.  Ireland, 

“  John  J.  Heisler, 

“  Charles  Schnider, 


Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Grand  Master  3 d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  2d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  1st  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

S.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
J.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 
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.GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 

Reverend  Companion  John  Chambers, 

Daniel  Washburne, 


u 
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a 
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u 
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a 

a 
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a 

a 

u 

a 
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Joseph  Castle, 

James  McGowan, 

Robert  II.  Pattison, 

W.  C.  Robinson, 

Thomas  A.  Fernley, 
Alexander  M.  W iggins, 
Emanuel  Oppenheim, 

J.  Pinckney  Hammond, 
George  W.  MacLaughlin, 
William  B.  Wood. 


COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

Comp.  Joseph  S.  Riley,  Comp.  David  C.  Skerrett,  M.  D., 
“  Daniel  Thompson,  u  George  W.  Wood, 

Comp.  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Comp.  Edward  P.  Lescure,  Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day, 

“  Thomas  D.  Wattson,  “  Charles  R.  Shantz, 

Comp.  John  R.  Manderfield,  Jr. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Comp.  George  Griscom,  Comp.  James  Bleloch, 

“  Lemuel  Stevens,  “  D.  F.  Dealy, 

Comp.  Thomas  H.  Jacobs. 


COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Comp.  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Comp.  Joseph  H.  Hedges, 
“  George  H.  Ashton,  u  John  C.  Snowden, 

Comp.  James  M.  Beatty. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS. 

Comp.  George  W.  Wood,  Comp.  Henry  J.  White, 

u  John  Beenken,  “  Alfred  T.  Jones, 

Comp.  Alfred  R.  Potter. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY. 

Comp.  James  Simpson,  Comp.  William  T.  Taylor,  M.  D., 

“  Thomas  Stillman,  “  Henry  L.  Sinexon, 

Comp.  Alexander  Kirkpatrick. 

DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS. 

1 —  Companion  Joseph  S.  Evans, 

Of  West  Chester,  for  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware. 

2 —  Companion  Charles  M.  Howell, 

Of  Lancaster,  for  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  York,  Dauphin;  and  Lebanon. 

3 —  Companion  Robert  H.  Thomas, 

Of  Mechanicsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Adams  and  Perry. 

4 —  Companion  Ephraim  Moser, 

Of  Reading,  for  the  Counties  of  Schuylkill,  Berks  and  Montgomery. 

5 —  Companion  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.  D., 

Of  Allentown,  for  the  Counties  of  Carbon,  Northampton  and  Lehigh. 

6 —  Companion  Henry  M.  Hoyt, 

Of  Wilkesbarre,  for  the  Counties  of  Luzerne,  Pike  and.  Monroe. 

7 —  Companion  John  H.  Dusenbury, 

Of  Great  Bend,  for  the  Counties  of  Susquehanna,  Sullivan  and  Wayne. 

8 —  Companion  W.  A.  Peck, 

Of  Towanda,  for  the  Counties  of  Bradford  and  Wyoming. 

9 —  Companion  Robert  C.  Simpson, 

Of  Wellsboro,  for  the  Counties  of  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean. 

10 —  Companion  Christian  F.  Knapp, 

Of  Bloomsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Columbia,  Montour,  Northumberland, 
Union  and  Snyder. 

11 —  Companion  Michael  B.  Hering, 

Of  Lock  Haven,  for  the  Counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton  and  Centre. 
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12 —  Companion  Charles  R.  Earley, 

Of  Earley,  for  the  Counties  of  Elk,  Cameron  and  Clearfield. 

13 —  Companion  J.  King  McLanahan, 

Of  Hollidaysburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Blair,  Cambria,  Huntingdon,  Mifflin, 
Juniata,  Bedford  and  Fulton. 

14 —  Companion  William  Chatland, 

Of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of  W ashington,  Fayette,  Greene  and  Somerset. 

15 —  Companion  James  H.  Hopkins, 

Of  Pittsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Alleghany,  Westmoreland,  Beaver,  Armstrong, 
Butler  and  Indiana. 

16 —  Companion  James  R.  Barber, 

Of  Titusville,  for  the  Counties  of  Crawford,  Warren  and  Erie. 

It — Companion  Christian  M.  Hoover, 

Of  Franklin,  for  the  Counties  of  Forest,  Jefferson,  Clarion  and  Venango. 

18 — Companion  Henry  Austin, 

Of  Greenville,  for  the  Counties  of  Mercer  and  Lawrence. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  ap¬ 
pointed  Companion  J.  Alexander  Simpson  as  the  Assistant 
Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  peace. 

Attest: 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

Philadelphia,  February  2,  A.  D.  1871,  A.  I.  2401. 

Companion  Michael  RTsbet,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest , 
presiding. 

A  warrant  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be  held  at 
Media. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following  as 
their  Annual  Report,  which  was  read  and  approved : 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 

and  Members  of  the 

Grand  Boyal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania : 

Your  Finance  Committee  respectfully  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  for  the  year  1870, 
and  found  them  correct,  showing  a  balance  in  his  hands  of 

$440.20. 


The  Receipts  during  the  year  were  : 

For  interest  on  Masonic  Loan. 

7 

“  warrants, . . 

“  sale  of  Constitutions  and  Certificates, 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  for  dues  and  fees, 


Cash  balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1870,  . 
Total,  . 


$866  07 
375  00 
33  60 
5,744  51 

$7,019  18 
1,707  31 

$8,726  49 


6 


Brought  forward, . $8,126  00 


Expenditures. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  . 

$1,688 

01 

u  District  Deputy  Grand  High 

Priests, 

•  « 

114 

80 

Fitting  up  room  for  Grand  High 

Priest, 

482 

84 

Invested  in  Masonic  Loan, 

•  • 

4,000 

00 

Salaries,  .... 

•  • 

950 

00 

Printing,  .... 

•  • 

U2 

38 

For  charity  granted, 

a  • 

200 

00 

u  postage  and  stationery, 

a  • 

105 

26 

u  a  new  Bible, 

•  a 

33 

00 

14  regalia,  .... 

a  a 

20 

00 

$8,286  29 


Balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1811, 

a  a  a 

$440 

20 

Estimated  Receipts  for  the 

year  1811. 

Dues  and  fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  ' 

Lodges, 

$4,000 

00 

Interest  on  investments, 

a  •  a 

910 

00 

New  warrants,  .... 

a  a  a 

300 

00 

Incidentals, . 

a  a  a 

30 

00 

$5,300  00 

Probable  Expenditures. 


Printing  and  binding  new  Constitutions,  .  $1,000  00 

Salaries, .  1,150  00 

Expenses  of  Grand  Chapter,  printing,  &c.,  1,400  00 

u  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  1,500  00 

“  District  Deputy  Grand  High 

Priests,  ....  250  00 

- - $5,300  00 

Last  year  there  was  outstanding  nearly  $2,000  ;  there  remains 
at  present  only  $452.58,  showing  about  $1,500  of  arrears  collected 
during  the  past  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c., 

E.  P.  LESCURE, 

CONRAD  B.  DAY, 
CHARLES  R.  SHANTZ, 

Committee. 
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The  investments  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  $13,300  in  the 
new  Masonic  Temple  Loan. 

On  motion,  appropriations  were  made  for  the  year  1871. 
as  follows : 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  .  $1,500  00 

“  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  .  250  00 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  submitted 
August  4,  1870,  and  postponed  from  time  to  time,  was 
amended  to  read  as  follows,  and  was  then  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  any  member  to 
object  at  any  time  to  the  advancement  of  a  candidate  before 
receiving  the  degree  in  a  Mark  Lodge,  or  the  first  degree  applied 
for  in  a  Chapter.  That  upon  such  objection  being  made  in  open 
Lodge  or  Chapter,  the  Worshipful  Master  or  High  Priest  shall 
not  proceed  in  conferring  the  degree  upon  said  applicant  so 
objected  to.  That  upon  an  objection  being  made,  the  Master  or 
High  Priest  shall  order  the  same  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes. 
That  such  objection  shall  be  deemed  a  rejection,  and  the  candi¬ 
date  cannot  be  advanced  until  such  objection  is  removed. 

The  Committee  on  Reprinting  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved ,  That  after  the  Committee  on  Reprinting  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  from  H67  to  1864,  have  distrib¬ 
uted  the  copies  thereof  according  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the 
Grand  Communication  on  St.  John’s  Day  last,  the  remaining 
copies  be  delivered  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  he  be  authorized 
to  sell  them  at  one  dollar  per  copy,  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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OJJ  ARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 


Philadelphia,  May  4,  A.  D.  1871,  A.  I.  2401, 

Companion  Michael  Nisbet,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 7 
presiding, 

A  petition  was  received  asking  for  the  revival  of  Chapter 
No.  165,  at  Uniontown,  and  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

The  Committee  on  Revising  the  Constitution  presented  a 
report,  which  the  Chairman  commenced  to  read ;  hut  on 
motion,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  further  reading  of  the  report  he  postponed ; 
that  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  ;  that  notice  he  given 
to  the  subordinate  Chapters  and  Lodges  that  the  Constitution  as 
revised  will  be  considered  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  in 
November  next,  and  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  be  requested  to 
convene  the  Grand  Chapter  from  day  to  day,  until  it  is  disposed 
of. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  gave  notice  that  hereafter 
he  would  require  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to 
appear  in  their  proper  regalia. 
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qUARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

Philadelphia,  August  3,  A,  D.  1871,  A.  I.  2401. 

Companion  Michael  Nisbet,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest , 
presiding. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States,  as  follows: 

Companions  : 

In  compliance  with  the  Constitution  and  the  resolution  to  that 
effect  adopted  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Triennial  Con¬ 
vocation,  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  year  1868, 

The  Twenty-first  Triennial  Convocation  of  our  said  General 
Grand  Chapter  will  be  open  and  holden  at  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  of  September  next  ensuing,  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  all  Companions  entitled  to  be  present 
are  hereby  summoned  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  above  set 
forth,  for  the  transaction  of  such  business  as  may  Jawfully  and 
constitutionally  come  before  the  body. 

Done  at  New  York,  this  21st  day  of  July,  A.  I.  2401. 

By  the  General  Grand  High  Priest. 

JOHN  D.  CALDWELL, 

General  Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  has  received 
from  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  a  request 
to  send  delegates  to  the  Triennial  Convocation  to  be  held  in  Bal¬ 
timore  in  September  next,  as  a  Committee  of  Conference  to 
arrange  terms  of  union,  if  practicable,  with  the  General  Grand 
Chapter ; 

And  whereas ,  This  Grand  Chapter  cannot  see  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  any  such  union,  but,  on  the  contrary,  many 
disadvantages : 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 

'  (9) 
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Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  most  fraternally  decline  to  send  such 
delegates  as  are  requested. 

A  warrant  was  granted  for  a  Chapter  to  meet  at  Warren, 
Warren  county. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  in  feeling  terms 
the  decease  of  our  Companion,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  William  Barger,  whereupon  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins  offered  the  following  pream¬ 
ble  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted,  to 
wit : 

Whereas ,  Death  has  taken  from  us  the  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  William  Barger,  and  it  is  fitting  that  our  records  should 
bear  some  testimony  of  our  esteem  and  respect  for  his  memory  : 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Wil¬ 
liam  Barger  the  Grand  Chapter  is  called  on  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  one  who  was  a  faithful  and  zealous  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
who,  in  his  daily  walk  and  conversation,  beautifully  exemplified 
the  pure  teachings  of  the  Fraternity. 

Resolved ,  That  the  firm  and  steadfast  adherence  and  devotion 
of  Companion  Barger  to  his  Masonic  attachments  during  the 
long  period  of  persecution  of  the  Order  deserves,  and  will  ever 
have,  the  grateful  recollection  of  those  who  are  permitted  to  enjoy 
its  privileges  now  in  the  time  of  abundant  prosperity. 

Resolved ,  That  as  a  mark  of  regard  for  the  memory  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Barger,  the  hall  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
the  jewels  of  the  officers  be  clothed  in  mourning  for  the  space  of 
six  months. 

Resolved ,  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  in  the  Abstract 
of  Proceedings,  and  a  copy  furnished  to  the  family  of  Companion 
Barger. 

It  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  resolution  adopted  November  3,  18Y0, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  revise  the 
Constitution,  included  therein  the  power  to  revise  the  Forms  and 
Ceremonies. 


q_U  ARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 
Philadelphia,  November  2,  A.  D.  1871,  A.  I.  2401. 


Companion  Michael  E’isbet,  M.  E.  G-rand  High  Priest , 
presiding. 

This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Grand  Officers,  the  Grand  Chapter  proceeded  to  the 
election. 

i 

Companion  Michael  Nisbet,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
declined  being  a  candidate  for  reelection. 

Companion  Peter  Williamson,  Grand  Treasurer,  declined 

i 

being  a  candidate  for  reelection. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Edwin 
G.  Martin  and  Companion  A.  J.  Kauffman  were  appointed 
tellers,  who  reported  the  following  Companions  duly  elected, 
to  wit : 


Comp.  Charles  E.  Meyer, 

“  John  Wilson,  Jr., 

“  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.. 

“  Thomas  Brown,  . 

“  John  Thomson, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


The  Committee  on  Appeals,  in  the  case  of - 

against  the  action  of  Chapter  Ho.  3,  in  expelling  him, 
offered  the  folio  wins;  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  action  of  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3,  in 

expelling  -  -  from  said  Chapter  he  and  the  same  is 

hereby  sustained. 

Petitions  for  warrants  for  new  Chapters  were  received 

from  Reading,  Berks  county  ;  and  Oil  City,  Venango  county. 

(11) 
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The  Grand  Chapter  then  entered  into  consideration  of  the 

V 

new  Constitution,  Rules,  Regulations,  Forms,  and  Ceremo¬ 
nies,  as  reported  by  the  Special  Committee  at  the  Grand 
Communication  on  May  4th  last,  and  which  was  postponed 
for  special  action  at  this  Communication,  notice  thereof 
having  been  given  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  report  was  read  section  by  section,  debated,  and 
amendments  made,  until  10.25  o’clock  P.  M.,  when  the 
Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  until  10  o’clock  A.  M.  the 
next  day. 

QUARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION 
Continued  on  November  3,  A.  D.  1871,  A.  L  2401. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Few  Constitution,  &c.,  was  resumed,  and  after  read¬ 
ing  it  through  by  Articles  and  Sections,  and  various 
amendments  having  been  acted  upon,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved ,  That  the  Constitution,  Ceremonial,  Prayers,  Charges, 
and  Forms  reported  by  the  Committee,  as  amended  by  the  Grand 
Chapter,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  adopted  as  the  Constitution , 
Rules ,  and  Regulations  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  the  following  was  adopted: 

Resolved ,  That  the  new  Constitution  just  adopted  go  into 
operation  on  December  28,  1871.  That  one  thousand  copies  be 
printed,  and  such  a  number  bound  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
use  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  That  one  copy  be  furnished  free  to 
each  subordinate  Chapter  and  Mark  Lodge  under  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  each  Grand  Chapter  in  correspondence  with  this  Grand 
Chapter,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  to  sell 
bound  copies  for  one  dollar  each. 

The  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales  having 
forwarded  its  printed  proceedings,  on  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  be  recog¬ 
nized,  and  the  proceedings  thereof  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  for  review. 


irmtd  Jiolg  jogal  J^rch 


r 


jennsglcania. 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 


Present : 

Comp.  Michael  Nisbet,  . 
Charles  E.  Meyer, 
John  Wilson,  Jr.,  . 
Peter  Williamson, 
John  Thomson, 

J.  Alex.  Simpson,  . 
Joseph  S.  Evans,  . 
John  T.  Roberts,  as 
D.  B.  Taylor, 

James  McGowan,  . 

W illiam  J.  Kelly, 
Andrew  Robeno,  Jr., 
Horace  Eritz, 

George  E.  Wagner,  as 
Edward  Masson,  . 

J.  Mercer  Parker,  as 
Richard  B.  Wize,  as 
Joseph  S.  George,  as 
Charles  Schnider, 


St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day, 

Philadelphia,  December  27,  A.  D.  1371,  A.  I.  2401. 
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M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 
D.  D.  Grand  High  Pidest. 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  P.  A.  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  3d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  2 d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  1st  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

S.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
J.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

Comp.  Edward  P.  Lescure,  Comp.  Harman  Baugii, 


“  George  W.  Wood, 

Sixteen  Chapters  represented. 


“  George  Griscom. 


A  communication  was  received  from  Companion  Rees  G. 
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Williams,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Hew 
York,  appointing  Companion  Alfred  R.  Potter  Grand  Kep- 
resentative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Hew  York;  and  on 
motion,  Companion  Potter  was  acknowledged  as  such. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  approved : 

Philadelphia,  December  27,  1871. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest , 

Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  report,  that,  in 
accordance  witli  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  they 
have  examined  his  accounts  to  the  end  of  his  official  term,  and 
find  them  correct. 


The  balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer,  January 


1,  1871,  was . 

• 

• 

$440  20 

Received  for  dues  and  fees  during  1871,  . 

• 

• 

4,088  11 

44  warrants,  44  44 

• 

• 

150  00 

44  interest  on  investments, 

• 

• 

485  45 

Making  a  total  of . 

• 

• 

$5,163  16 

The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows : 

Amount  paid  Grand  Lodge  for  two  quarters’ 

rent,  ....... 

$160 

00 

Amount  paid  for  salaries,  .... 

1,150 

00 

44  44  on  orders  of  M.  E.  Grand 

High  Priest, . 

800 

00 

Amount  paid  expenses  District  Deputy 

Grand  High  Priests,  .... 

45 

50 

Amount  paid  for  printing,  .... 

1,734 

32 

44  44  44  expenses  Grand  Chapter, 

138 

24 

44  44  44  photographs  Grand  Offi- 

cers,  ....... 

194 

00 

Amount  paid  for  regalia,  .... 

101 

50 

Making  a  total  of . 

• 

• 

$4,323  56 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand,  December  26, 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

i-H 

.t'- 

00 

r-H 

• 

• 

$840  20 
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Your  Committee  have  also  examined  the  certificates 
of  investments,  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  report  the  following  as  the  investments  of  the  Grand 
Chapter: 

Masonic  loan,  No.  33,  ......  $3,000  00 

“  “  “  39, .  3,500  00 

“  “  44  58, .  2,500  00 

u  44  44  104, .  2,800  00 

44  44  44  281, .  1,500  00 

Making  a  total  of  ......  $13,300  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  P.  LESCPRE, 

CONRAD  B.  DAY, 
CHARLES  R,  SHANTZ. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  through  their 
Chairman,  Companion  Past  Grand  High  Priest  George 
Griscom,  when  the  reading  was  dispensed  with,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  he  printed  in  the  Proceedings.  ( See  Ap¬ 
pendix.) 

So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  November  Communication 
as  relates  to  the  election  of  officers  was  read  by  the  Grand 
Secretary,  when  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  the 
following  able  and  interesting  address,  which  was  listened 
to  with  attention  by  the  Companions : 

Companions: 

Another  year  has  passed  away,  and  the  time  has  now  arrived 
for  me  to  remove  the  mitre,  lay  aside  the  sceptre,  and  retire  from 
the  station  I  have  occupied  for  a  period  of  two  years.  But  before 
doing  so,  I  desire  to  render  an  account  of  my  acts  as  Grand  High 
Priest  of  this  jurisdiction  for  the  year  now  about  to  close. 

February  3,  visited  Chapter  No.  52.  The  Mark  degree  was 
conferred  by  the  Scribe,  and  the  Most  Excellent  degree  was  well 
conferred  by  the  King. 
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February  Y,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  Baugh,  Hutchinson,  Smith,  Wood,  Griscom,and  Les- 
cure — the  latter  acting  as  Grand  Treasurer — I  constituted  St.  John 
Chapter,  No.  232,  in  the  Hall  at  Philadelphia,  and  its  officers 
were  installed  in  due  and  ancient  form. 

February  13,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand 
Scribe,  we  visited  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91.  There  were 
no  candidates  for  the  degree,  and  the  evening  was  pleasantly 
spent  in  rehearsing  the  work,  after  which  I  addressed  the  Mark 
Lodge  in  explanation  of  certain  forms  and  ceremonies.  Its  offi¬ 
cers  were  proficient  in  the  work,  needing  but  little  correction. 

February  14,  visited  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214.  The  Mark 
degree  was  conferred  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Wood,  one  of 
its  members,  the  Worshipful  Master  being  unwilling  to  undertake 
it.  After  conferring  the  degree,  certain  points  in  our  forms  and 
ceremonies  were  pointed  out  and  explained. 

February  15,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand 
Scribe,  we  visited  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  and  witnessed  the 
Most  Excellent  Master’s  and  Royal  Arch  degrees  conferred  by  its 
High  Priest.  The  work  was  well  done,  and  worthy  of  the  repu¬ 
tation  this  Chapter  has  sustained  for  many  years. 

February  16,  visited  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183.  The  Mark  de¬ 
gree  was  conferred  by  the  Scribe,  and  the  Most  Excellent  by  the 
King.  The  work  was  fair,  some  few  errors  occurring,  which  were 
subsequently  pointed  out,  and  instruction  on  some  points  given. 
This  Chapter  at  the  present  time  is  in  as  good  working  condition 
as  any  in  the  jurisdiction. 

February  1Y,  visited  Philadelphia  Chapter,  No.  169.  The  Mark 
degree  was  conferred  by  the  King.  The  work  was  poorly  done. 

February  21,  visited  Excelsior  Mark  Lodge,  No.  216.  There 
were  no  candidates,  and  the  evening  was  passed  in  instructing 
the  officers. 

February  22,  accompanied  by  most  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and 
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Past  Grand  High  Priests  Lescure,  Baugh,  Hutchinson,  Wood, 
Thompson,  and  Simpson — the  latter  acting  as  Grand  Treasurer — 
proceeded  to  Masonic  Hall,  Richmond  street,  when  Kensington 
Chapter,  No.  238,  was  constituted,  and  its  officers  installed  in  due 
and  ancient  form. 

February  23,  visited  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  175.  The  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  degree  was  well  conferred  by  its  King,  and 
the  Ro3*al  Arch  degree  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
Baugh,  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  acknowledging  his  ina¬ 
bility  to  do  it. 

February  27,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King,  visited  Chapter 
No.  3,  but  there  were  no  candidates  for  any  of  the  degrees. 

March  15,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Marshal,  Companion 
Masson,  visited  Siloam  Chapter,  No.  226,  at  Frankford.  The 
Mark  degree  was  conferred  by  its  Past  High  Priest,  Byram.  The 
work  was  fairly  done,  although  many  errors  in  the  phraseology 
occurred.  The  Most  Excellent  Master’s  degree  was  then  con- 
ferred  by  Companion  Masson,  in  his  usual  effective  manner. 

March  27,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe, 
visited  Chapter  No.  208,  at  Germantown.  The  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  conferred  by  its  High  Priest,  but  its  officers  have  not 
attained  that  proficiency  in  the  work  which  will  enable  them  to 
conform  to  the  work  of  this  jurisdiction.  The  Royal  Arch  degree 
was  subsequently  exemplified  in  part  by  the  Grand  Scribe  and  in 
part  by  the  Grand  King. 

May  10,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  the  Grand  Scribe, 
and  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Joseph  S.  Evans,  visited 
Chapter  No.  223,  at  Oxford.  There  were  no  candidates,  but 
being  informed  that  the  High  Priest  had  not  the  order  of  High 
Priesthood,  at  my  request  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Evans  conferred  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  him.  After 
some  instruction  by  myself  as  to  manner  of  opening  Chapter,  &c., 
the  Companions  were  instructed  in  the  Rojml  Arch  degree  by  the 
Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe.  Next  morning  we  met  with  some 
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of  the  Companions  in  the  Chapter-room,  and  instructed  them  in 
the  work  of  the  three  degrees. 

May  20,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King,  Scribe,  and  Secretary, 
and  most  of  the  appointed  officers,  and  several  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  we  proceeded  to  Media,  and  constituted  Media  Chapter, 
No.  234,  and  installed  its  officers  in  due  and  ancient  form.  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Evans,  with  a  number  of  Com¬ 
panions  from  West  Chester,  were  present. 

May  24,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King  and  Scribe,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Daniel  Thompson,  and  a  number 
of  the  appointed  officers,  we  left  Philadelphia  for  Columbia,  and 
at  Y  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Yisitation  to  Corinthian  Chapter,  No. 
224,  and  delivered  an  address.  The  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter, 
I  regret  to  say — although  notified  of  our  coming — was  not  pres¬ 
ent,  nor  did  we  see  him  during  our  stay;  but  the  other  officers 
and  a  large  number  of  its  members  were  present,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  the  Companions  from  Chapters  43,  at  Lancaster,  and 
No.  197,  at  Lebanon.  Portions  of  the  work  were  exemplified  by 
the  Grand  Officers.  At  9  A.  M.  on  the  25th,  we  met  the  Com¬ 
panions  at  their  hall,  and  tested  them  in  their  work,  finding  them 
pretty  well  informed;  after  which  instructions  were  given  them  in 
certain  portions  of  the  ritual. 

Leaving  Columbia  that  afternoon,  we  proceeded  to  York,  where 
we  were  met  by  the  High  Priest  of  Howell  Chapter,  No.  199, 
who,  through  an  error,  had  no  previous  notice  of  our  coming, 
except  a  telegraph  sent  him  that  morning.  Although  his  time 
was  short,  he  had  already  arranged  that  their  place  of  meeting, 
which  was  to  be  occupied  by  another  body  that  evening,  should 
be  vacated  for  us,  and  had  had  notices  sent  to  as  many  of  the 
Companions  as  possible.  At  Y  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Yisitation  to 
No.  199,  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which  the  order  of  High 
Priesthood  was  conferred  on  the  High  Priest,  Companion  Fitz  J. 
Evans,  and  their  manner  of  working  inspected.  Finding  they 
were  in  need  of  instruction,  we  met  with  them  at  9  o’clock  next 
morning  for  that  purpose. 

Left  York  at  noon  on  the  26th,  and  reached  Mechanicsburg 
towards  evening,  and  at  Y  P.  M.  paid  a  Grand  Yisitation  to 
S.  C.  Perkins  Chapter,  No.  209,  and  delivered  an  address,  after 
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which  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  was  conferred  on  Past  High 
Priest  Companion  William  Penn  Lloyd  and  the  present  High 
Priest,  Companion  Henry  F.  Geyer.  At  9  A.  M.  next  day,  met 
with  the  Companions  at  their  hall,  inspected  their  work,  pointed 
out  errors  wherever  they  occurred,  and  instructed  them  generally 
in  the  work  of  the  three  degrees. 

Left  Mechanicsburg  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  for  Carlisle, 
and  paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to  St.  John’s  Chapter,  No.  171,  at 
7  P.  M.,  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which  we  spent  the  even- 
ing  in  instructing  the  Companions  in  the  work.  The  next  day 
being  Sunday,  we  remained  at  Carlisle,  spending  a  portion  of  the 
da}7  in  pleasant  converse  with  the  Companions. 

Leaving  Carlisle  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  for  Chambersburg, 
we  met  with  the  officers  and  a  number  of  the  Companions  of 
George  Washington  Chapter,  No.  176,  in  their  hall  that  afternoon, 
and  instructed  them  in  the  work.  At  7  P.  M.  paid  the  Chapter 
a  Grand  Visitation  and  delivered  an  address,  after  which  three 
candidates  were  exalted  by  the  Grand  King. 

Left  Chambersburg  at  9.46  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  for 
Lebanon,  reaching  there  at  3  P.  M.  same  day.  At  7  P.  M. 
paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to  Weidle  Chapter,  No.  197,  and  deliv¬ 
ered  an  address,  after  which  three  candidates  were  exalted  by 
the  Grand  King.  The  next  morning  we  met  with  a  number  of 
the  officers  and  members  at  their  hall,  and  instructed  them  in 
the  work. 

Leaving  Lebanon  on  the  31st,  we  reached  Philadelphia  at  6 
P.  M.  same  day,  well  pleased  with  our  visits. 

At  every  point  visited,  we  were  met  and  cordially  welcomed 
by  the  Companions,  and  were  the  recipients  not  only  of  the  hos¬ 
pitalities  of  the  Chapters  but  of  many  of  the  Companions.  The 
Companions  of  Carlisle  drove  us  to  Mount  Holly  Gap,  a  distance 
of  six  miles,  where  we  were  shown  through  one  of  the  largest 
paper  mills  in  the  United  States.  And  through  the  kindness  of 
Brother  Wilhelm,  of  Lebanon,  we  were  taken  by  special  train  to 
one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world — the  mountain  of  iron  at  Corn¬ 
wall;  after  which  he  conducted  us  to  his  residence  in  that  imme¬ 
diate  neighborhood,  where  we  were  sumptuously  entertained. 

The  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Companions  to  acquire  the  work 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  exceedingly  gratifying,  and  was  strongly 
manifested  at  Carlisle  and  Chambersburg  and  by  the  High  Priest 
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at  York,  who  is  not  only  an  apt  scholar  but  possesses  a  retentive 
memory. 

June  1,  accompanied  by  the ‘Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  and 
Principal  Sojourner,  visited  Worthington  Chapter,  No.  220,  at 
Fort  Washington.  The  Mark  degree  was  conferred  by  its  High 
Priest  in  his  own  way.  There  is  no  improvement  in  the  work 
in  this  Chapter.  My  offer  of  a  year  previous  to  instruct  its  offi¬ 
cers  was  renewed,  but  they  have  not  availed  themselves  of  it. 

Having  received  a  pressing  invitation  from  Chapter  No.  182, 
which  had  just  moved  into  its  new  hall,  through  their  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  to  visit  Wilkesbarre  with  the  Grand 
Officers,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  officers  of  the  different 
Chapters  in  District  No.  G,  and  having  been  assured  that  the 
officers  of  the  several  Chapters  of  that  district  would  be  in 
attendance  at  any  time  I  might  specify,  I  notified  the  District 
Deputy,  under  date  of  June  16,  that  I  would  be  in  Wilkesbarre 
from  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  to  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of 
that  month,  and  would  hold  meetings  on  the  mornings  and  even¬ 
ings  of  each  day,  so  as  to  thoroughly  instruct  the  elected  and 
appointed  officers  of  each  Chapter  in  his  district  in  their  work. 
Accompanied  by  the  Grand  Scribe  and  four  of  the  appointed 
Grand  Officers,  I  left  this  city  on  the  morning  of  June  21,  reach¬ 
ing  Wilkesbarre  that  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  we  attended 
a  meeting  of  Chapter  No.  182,  when  the  Hoyal  Arch  degree  was 
conferred  by  the  Grand  Scribe,  and  the  order  of  High  Priesthood 
was  conferred  upon  the  High  Priest  of  No.  182  and  a  Past  High 
Priest  of  No.  214,  by  myself,  after  which  I  instructed  the  Com¬ 
panions  in  several  points  of  the  work.  There  was  a  large  attend¬ 
ance  of  Companions  on  this  occasion,  Chapter  No.  185,  at 
Scranton,  being  represented  by  some  of  its  members,  and  No. 
214,  at  Plymouth,  by  two  of  its  Past  High  Priests;  but  not  an 
officer  of  any  other  Chapter  in  the  district  than  those  of  No.  182  ; 
nor  were  they  present  at  the  five  subsequent  meetings  held  for 
instruction.  Although  our  visit  was  a  very  satisfactory  one  in 
many  respects,  we  failed  in  our  main  object — the  thorough  instruc¬ 
tion  of  all  the  officers  of  each  Chapter  in  the  district — through  the 
non-attendance  of  any  officer  of  Chapters  Nos.  179,  185,  and  214. 
No  blame  can  attach  to  District  Deputy  Hoyt  for  this  non- 
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attendance,  who  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  carry  out  the 
arrangement  as  proposed  original^.  Since  our  return,  I  have 
received  a  satisfactory  reason  for  the  absence  of  the  officers  of  No. 
179  from  the  meetings  just  mentioned. 

July  24, 1  visited  Kensington  Chapter,  No.  233,  when  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  conferred  by  its  officers  in  a  very  satisfactory 
and  creditable  manner. 

November  23,  I  again  .visited  Chapter  No.  175  and  installed 
the  High  Priest  elect  for  the  ensuing  year,  conferring  the  order 
of  High  Priesthood  upon  him. 

November  28,  accompanied  b}r  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
proceeded  to  Bristol  and  visited  Bristol  Chapter,  No.  231,  when 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  well  conferred  by  its  officers,  after 
which  I  installed  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  conferring  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood  on  the  High  Priest  elect. 

o  o 

November  29,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Principal  Sojourner, 
went  to  Newtown  and  visited  Newtown  Chapter,  No.  229.  There 
was  no  work  to  be  done,  it  being  the  evening  for  the  election  of 
officers.  After  the  election,  I  installed  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  jrear,  conferring  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  on  the 
High  Priest  elect. 

December  5,  visited  St.  John  Chapter,  No.  232.  It  being  the 
evening  for  election  of  officers,  no  other  work  was  done.  I  in¬ 
stalled  the  High  Priest  elect  for  the  ensuing  3Tear,  conferring  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  him.  This  was  the  first  time  I 
was  enabled  to  visit  this  Chapter  since  constituting  it ;  but  from 
the  experience  and  well-known  ability  of  its  High  Priest,  Com¬ 
panion  Masson,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  work,  I  have  no  doubt 
it  has  been  conducted  in  strict  conformity  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

December  16,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe, 
and  Grand  Secretary,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Daniel 
Thompson,  and  most  of  the  appointed  Grand  Officers,  went  to 
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Reading,  and  at  2  P.  M.  constituted  Excelsior  Chapter,  No.  23T, 
and  its  officers  were  installed  in  due  and  ancient  form.  The  new 
Chapter  held  a  meeting  in  the  evening,  when  I  conferred  the 
Mark  Master’s  degree  on  ten  candidates,'  and  the  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Master’s  degree  was  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Grand 
Marshal. 

« 

December  20,  I  again  visited  Chapter  No.  226,  at  Frankford, 
and  installed  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  conferring  the  order 
of  High  Priesthood  on  the  High  Priest  elect. 

I  have  also  during  this  month  visited  Chapters  52,  169,  and  183, 

in  each  instance  conferring  the  order  of  High  Priesthood. 

/  .  ,1 

On  the  14tli  of  October,  I  issued  my  dispensation  to  Companion 
James  R.  Barber,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  authorizing 
him  to  constitute  Occidental  Chapter,  No.  235,  to  be  held  in 
Warren,  Warren  county,  which  duty  was  attended  to  on  the  19th 
of  that  month,  when  that  Chapter  was  duly  constituted,  and  its 
officers  installed  in  due  and  ancient  form. 

The  annual  return  of  every  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Grand  Secretary  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  I  having  taken  the  same  measure  as  in  the  preceding 
year  to  obtain  them  from  the  dilatory. 

The  rule  adopted  in  the  preceding  }mar — not  to  constitute  any 
Chapter  until  it  has  obtained  the  necessary  clothing  and  furniture, 
has  a  suitable  place  for  meeting,  and  its  officers  able  to  work  cor¬ 
rectly  in  all  the  Chapter  degrees — has  worked  so  well  that  it  has 
been  adhered  to  in  this.  The  Chapters  visited  are  all  properly 
furnished  and  clothed,  and  are  in  possession  of  rooms  well 
adapted  for  our  purposes. 

I  have  appointed  the  following  Grand  Representatives  of  this 
Grand  Chapter: 

Companion  Jerome  Buck,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 
w  George  W.  Jenkins,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ten¬ 


nessee. 
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A  warrant  has  been  granted  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be  held  at 
Oil  City,  in  Venango  county,  which  has  not  been  constituted  in 
consequence  of  their  clothing,  &c.,  not  being  completed.  The 
warrants  of  Chapters  No.  165,  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  county, 
and  No.  168,  at  Waynesburg,  in  Greene  county,  which  have  been 
suspended,  are  to  be  returned  to  their  members,  but  as  they  have 
not  3’et  procured  the  necessary  clothing,  &c\,  I  have  not  issued 
my  dispensations  authorizing  their  reorganization. 

Chapter  No.  172,  at  Tunkhannock,  has  been  reorganized  during 
the  year,  paid  its  back  dues,  and  resumed  its  labors. 

From  the  former  Companions  of  Chapter  No.  184,  at  Kit¬ 
tanning,  I  have  heard  nothing  during  the  year,  and,  therefore, 
suppose  they  have  abandoned  all  idea  of  reorganizing  that 
Chapter. 

The  annual  returns  for  1870,  on  file  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s 
office,  show  the  number  of  Companions  in  actual  membership  to 
be  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  an  increase  of 
five  hundred  and  eighty  in  that  year.  A  larger  increase  would 
have  appeared  but  for  the  fact  that* a  large  number  of  Companions 
withdrew  from  their  Chapters  just  prior  to  the  closing  of  the  year 
preparatory  to  forming  new  Chapters. 

The  income  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  this  year  was  $5,982  27 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  were  .  $4,577  12 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  .  .  .  .  .  1,405  15 

With  interest  due  September  1,  still  uncollected,  .  485  45 

There  are  at  present  in  this  jurisdiction  three  Mark  Lodges  and 
eighty  Chapters.  From  the  reports  received  from  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests  they  are  all  peaceful  and  harmonious,  and, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  prosperous. 

During  the  year  I  have  paid  twenty- three  informal  visitations, 
six  Grand  Visitations,  and  constituted  four  Chapters. 

Under  authority  of  a  resolution  of  November  3,  1870,  author¬ 
izing  me  to  procure  likenesses  of  each  Past  Grand  Officer,  I  have 
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succeeded  in  procuring  likenesses  of  the  following-named  Com¬ 
panions  : 

PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS. 


Comp.  Michael  Nisbet, 

44  Joseph  S.  Rile\r, 

“  Enos  S.  Gandy, 

44  William  Whitney, 
im  John  J.  Krider, 

‘4  Anthony  Bournonviile, 

44  John  C.  Smith, 

••  Hannan  Yerkes, 

4*  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

4*  John  Steele,  Jr., 

4-  John  M.  Read, 

4*  Joseph  R.  Chandler, 

44  William  Barger, 

Comp.  Michael 


Comp.  James  Simpson, 

Harman  Baugh, 

Daniel  Thompson, 
Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson 
George  Griscom, 
Tristram  B.  Freeman, 
Samuel  H.  Perkins, 
Alexander  Diamond, 
John  W.  McGrath, 
David  C.  Skerrett, 
Edward  P.  Lescure, 
Benjamin  Parke, 

George  W.  Wood, 
Nisbet. 


PAST  GRAI^D  TREASURERS. 

Comp.  Frederick  Erringer,  Comp.  John  Thomson, 

Comp.  Peter  Williamson. 


PAST  GRAND  SECRETARIES. 

Comp.  Nathan  R.  Potts,  Comp.  Samuel  M.  Stewart, 

Comp.  William  H.  Adams. 

A  likeness  of  the  late  Grand  Tyler,  Companion  William  B. 
Schnider,  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Chapter  by  Companion 
Frederick  Gutekunst. 

All  of  these  likenesses  have  been  suitably  framed  and  placed  in 
the  room  of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  They  constitute  the  entire 
list  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  with  the  exception  of  one  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  one  Past  Grand  Treasurer,  and  two  Past  Grand  Sec¬ 
retaries. 

The  emblems  of  mourning,  with  wrhich  this  hall  is  draped, 
remind  us  too  forcUJy  of  the  death  of  a  Companion  whose  love 
for  and  zeal  in  promoting  the  interest  of  the  Craft  had  won  the 
gratitude  of  all,  and  whose  loss  is  deeply  felt  throughout  our 
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jurisdiction.  Fast  Grand  High  Priest  William  Barger  was 
never  so  happy  as  when  laboring  in  the  field  of  Masonry.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  who  stood  firmly  by  the  fraternity  in  the  days 
when  anti-masonry  was  rampant,  and  through  his  efiorts  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  many  Lodges  was  maintained  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  swept  away  before  the  storm. 

The  large  number  of  his  brethren  and  Companions  who  fol¬ 
lowed  his  remains  to  the  grave  was  a  stronger  attestation  to  his 
worth  and  the  high  estimation  in  which  his  services  were  held 
than  any  thing  I  can  say  now. 

In  my  address  one  year  ago,  I  suggested  the  establishment  of 
a  Grand  Chapter  Charity  Fund.  No  action  having  been  taken  on 
the  suggestion,  I  again  make  it.  The  Grand  Chapter  has  $13,300 
permanently  invested,  the  interest  on  which  she  does  not  need,  as 
her  income  from  other  sources  is  sufficient  for  her  expenses.  To 
what  better  or  more  noble  purpose  can  the  interest  on  her  invest¬ 
ments  be  applied  than  to  the  relief  of  our  needy  Companions, 
their  destitute  widows  or  orphans  ? 

Companions,  I  congratulate  you  that  peace  and  prosperity 
reign  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  that  nothing  has  occurred  to 
disturb  the  peaceful  relations  existing  between  our  own  and  other 
Grand  Chapters.  t 

To  the  Grand  Officers,  one  and  all,  I  return  my  thanks  for  their 
willingness  at  all  times  to  assist  me  in  and  lighten  my  labors. 

To  my  Companions  in  general  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  return 
my  acknowledgments  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy. 
Their  fraternal  greetings  at  all  times  have  convinced  me  that  I 
have  ruled  them  more  through  their  affections  than  their  fears. 


I  have  now,  in  compliance  with  custom,  submitted  a  summary  of 
the  year  about  to  close.  Let  us  thank  the  Giver  of  all  good  for 
His  manifold  blessings  and  mercies  in  the  past,  and  implore  His 
Divine  guidance  in  our  future  deliberations;  and  hoping  that  all 
our  doings  may  tend  to  His  glory,  and  to  the  welfare  of  our 
great  and  glorious  institution,  I  will  now  close  my  official  duties 
by  installing  my  successor  in  office. 
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The  following-named  Companions  were  then  installed  into 
the  offices  to  which  they  had  been  elected,  to  wit : 


Comp.  Charles  Eugene  Meyer, 
“  John  Wilson,  Jr., 

“  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.,  . 

“  Thomas  Brown,  . 

“  John  Thomson, 


31.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

31.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Charles  E.  Meyer,  then  de¬ 
livered  the  following  able  and  interesting  address: 


Companions  : 

In  assuming  the  duties  of  Grand  High  Priest,  I  do  so  witli  a 
knowledge  of  the  great  responsibilities  of  the  station  and  its  many 
cares  and  anxieties.  Feelings  of  pleasure,  however,  arise,  as  I 
look  forward  to  the  closer  intimacy  between  myself  and  the  Royal 
Arch  Craft,  an  intimacy  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  encourage  by 
all  means  in  my  power. 


In  looking  back  at  the  long  and  honorable  list  of  my  prede¬ 
cessors,  I  have  great  reason  to  be  proud  that  the  suffrages  of  m3* 
Companions  have  called  me  to  be  the  successor  of  such  distin¬ 
guished  Ro}^al  Arch  Masons  as  Companions  Nisbet,  father  and 
son,  Perkins,  father  and  son,  Baugh,  Wood,  Griscom,  and  man}* 
others,  and  it  would  afford  me  gratification  if  I  may  be  able  to 
perform  the  duties  of  this  office  with  the  same  degree  of  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  Craft. 


The  earl}7  history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania  is  no 
doubt  intimately  connected  with  a  Chapter  or  Chapters  worked 
by  officers  of  the  British  army,  stationed  in  Philadelphia,  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  century.  It  will  be  found  by  reference  to 
the  reprint  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  that  Lodge 
No.  3  claims  the  honor  of  having,  as  far  as  known,  the  oldest 
records  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  this  country,  its  records 
dating  back  as  far  as  1167.  In  1795,  the  great  innovator,  Thomas 
Smith  Webb,  and  a  few  others  from  the  New  England  States, 
made  strenuous  efforts  to  form  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Pennsylvania; 
owing,  however,  to  the  influence  of  many  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the}7  were  not  successful,  and  the  very  object  they  tried  to 
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accomplish  was  carried  out  by  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  forming  a  Grand  Chapter,  subordinate,  however,  to 
the  Grand  Lodo-e. 

o 

A  few  years  after  this,  in  1*797,  a  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Northern 
States  of  America  was  formed  b}^  Webb  and  his  coadjutors.  The 
present  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  was  not 
formed  until  1806,  at  which  time,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  they 
first  claimed  jurisdiction  over  the  Past  Master’s  so-called  degree. 

In  1820,  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
endeavored  to  make  the  Grand  Chapter  an  independent  body, 
not  subordinate  to  or  under  any  control  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
This  movement  was  strenuously  opposed  by  many  distinguished 
Masons,  led  by  Brother  Josiah  ESkndall,  more  particularly  on 
account  of  the  intended  incorporation  of  the  degree  of  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Master.  To  the  Mark  Master’s  degree  there  appears  to 
have  been  not  so  much  objection,  as  Brother  Randall  and  others 
had  previously  received  it,  but  how  or  where  we  have  not  been 
able  to  learn. 

After  a  series  of  motions,  pro  and  con,  on  the  17th  day  of 
December,  1824,  the  Grand  Chapter  became  independent,  and 
from  that  time  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  prospered  in  this  juris¬ 
diction. 

At  the  November  Grand  Communication,  the  Grand  Chapter 
unanimously  recognized  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and 
Wales  as  a  legitimate  Grand  Body,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
at  this  time  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome  and  to  express  the  wishes 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  its  future  prosperity.  The  Grand  Mark 
Lodge  of  England  and  Wales  was  established  in  June,  1856,  and 
now  numbers  over  one  hundred  and  thirty  Lodges.  It  is  pros¬ 
perous  and  harmonious,  and,  when  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is 
settled  between  it  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  will  in¬ 
crease  wonderfully. 

During  the  past  year,  in  order  that  I  might  be  able  to  lay 
before  the  Grand  Chapter  as  much  information  as  possible  on  the 
subject  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  I 
entered  into  correspondence  with  that  distinguished  Masonic 
historian,  Companion  William  J  ames  Hughan,  of  Truro,  Cornwall, 
England,  who  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  answers  to  the  fol- 
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lowing  questions,  together  with  a  short  history  of  the  Mark  de¬ 
gree  in  the  countries  above  named,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  “A.” 


MARK  MASTER  MASON. 

Ques.  Is  the  Mark  degree,  as  worked  in  England,  the  Mark  Man 
or  the  Mark  Master  Mason  ? 

Ans.  The  Mark  Man  and  Mark  Master  are  both  worked  in 
general ;  the  first  as  preparatory  to  the  latter,  but,  generally  speak¬ 
ing,  onty  the  Mark  Master’s.  The  u  Ark,”  u  Mark  and  Link  or 
Wrestle”  are  now  obsolete.  The  Mark  Man  or  Mason  was  given 
to  Fellow  Crafts  on  January  7,  1178,  at  Banff,  Scotland ;  but  the 
Mark  Master  at  the  same  time  was  at  the  same  meeting  restricted 
to  Master  Masons.  This  is  important,  as  the  latter  has  been 
restricted  to  Master  Masons  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 

Ques.  Is  it  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter 
of  England  ? 

Ans.  The  Mark  is  not  recognised  by  the  Grand  Lodge  or 
Grand  Chapter  of  England.  It  is,  however,  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,*  and  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Ireland.  The  Mark  in  England  is  under  a  separate  jurisdiction, 
called  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters,  numbering  over  one 
hundred  Lodges,  established  in  June,  1856.  It  is  prosperous.  A 
few  Lodges  are  granted  for  England  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  pro  tempore .  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters  is 
recognized  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ireland  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada. 

Ques.  What  are  the  requirements  of  an  applicant?  Must  he 
be  a  Fellow  Craft  or  Master  Mason,  and  must  he  u  pass  the  chair” 
or  be  an  “  installed  Master  ”  before  applying  ? 

Ans.  The  requirement  is  simply  to  be  a  Master  Mason;  no 
matter  how  short  a  time. 

Ques.  How  many' candidates  can  be  Marked  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  or  is  there  no  limit  as  to  number? 

*The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  says:  “All  Lodges 
holding  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  are  strictly  prohibited  and  dis¬ 
charged  from  holding  any  other  meeting  than  those  of  the  three  Orders, 
viz.,  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason,  denominated  ‘  St.  John’s 
Masonry,’  the  Mark  forming  part  of  the  second  degree,  though  only  to  be 
conferred  on  Master  Masons.” 


Ans.  Any  number  can  be  advanced  at  one  time. 

Ques.  Who  are  its  officers? 

Ans.  The  officers  are  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior 
Wardens,  three  Overseers,  Treasurer,  Chaplain,  Secretary,  two 
Deacons,  Director  of  Ceremonies,  Assistant  Director  of  Ceremo¬ 
nies,  Registrar  of  Marks,  Inner  Guard  or  Time  Keeper,  Stewards, 
and  Tyler.  The  Worshipful  Master  and  Wardens,  with  the  Over¬ 
seers,  are  members  officially  of  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Lodge.  The  Worshipful  Master  must  have  been  Worshipful 
Master  of  a  Craft  Lodge  (actually)  and  been  a  Warden  of  a  Mark 
Lodge  for  twelve  mouths. 

Ques.  Is  the  Mark  degree  as  worked  in  England  the  same  as 
that  worked  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  ? 

Ans .  The  Mark  degree  is  virtually  the  same  in  the  three 
countries. 

Ques.  Are  Lodges  of  Mark  Masters  separately  constituted  and 
consecrated,  and  what  degree  is  it  numerically  ? 

Ans.  Mark  Lodges  are  generally  consecrated  or  constituted. 
No  regular  ceremony  is  generally  ’worked,  and  none  is  authorized, 
Numerically,  in  Scotland,  it  is  the  fourth  degree,  and  so  in  Ire¬ 
land.  In  England,  there  is  no  actual  numeration  whatever.  It 
is,  however,  considered  to  be  numerically  as  intermediate  to  the 
third  degree  and  Royal  Arch. 

PAST  MASTER. 

Ques.  Is  the  “Past  Master  ”  or  ceremonial  of  “  Passing  to  the 
chair”  or  “installed  Master  ”  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
or  Grand  Chapter  of  England  ? 

Ans.  In  England,  the  Past  Master  means  one  who  has  served 
twelve  months  as  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge,  (actuall}7.)  No 
honorary  degree  is  allowed  at  all  for  such  rank,  and  it  is  under 
Grand  Lodge  only,  although  it  is  not  termed  a  separate  degree. 
In  Scotland,  it  is  the  fifth  in  rank  under  Grand  Chapter,  and  is 
preparatory  to  the  Arch,  as  is  also  the  Mark,  (fourth,)  and  Most 
Excellent,  (sixth.) 

Brother  Laurence  Dermott,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  “Ancients,” 
(and  subsequently  Deputy  Grand  Master,)  was  installed  Master 
of  No.  26,  Dublin,  Ireland,  24th  of  June,  1746.  The  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  1723,  speaks  of  the  installation 
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of  the  Master  as  “certain  significant  ceremonies  and  ancient 
usages.”  The  ceremony,  however,  was  observed  in  the  presence 
of  even  the  Apprentices. 

Dr.  Dassigny,  of  A.  D.  1744,  mentions  brethren  as  “having- 
passed  the  chair.”  I  think  the  Installed  Master  was  originated 
about  1738,  when  the  Ro}ml  Arch  was  instituted,  and  by  the 
“Ancients.” 

I  notice  in  an  edition  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  A.  D.  1738,  the  forty-seventh  problem  of  Euclid  is 
inserted,  without  note  or  comment,  at  the  end  of  the  work. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER  MASON. 

Ques.  IlaAm  you  such  a  degree  ?  If  so,  where  and  by  what  and 
whose  authority  is  it  conferred  ?  If  conferred,  is  it  recognized 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter?  Have  they  such  a 
degree  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  ? 

Ans.  Worked  in  England  in  connection  with  the  Mark  Grand 
Lodge.  In  Scotland,  sixth  degree,  as  above  mentioned. 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASON. 

Ques.  Under  wffiat  and  whose  authority  is  the  Royal  Arch 
conferred  ? 

Ans.  By  Grand  Chapters  in  England,  recognized  by  Grand 
Lodge;  in  Scotland,  not  recognized  by  Grand  Lodge;  in  Ireland, 
virtually  recognized  by  Grand  Lodge.  In  Scotland,  Grand 
Lodge  only  recognizes  the  three  Craft  degrees  and  the  Mark. 

Ques.  Is  the  Grand  Chapter  a  separate  organization,  (that  is, 
independent,)  and  are  subordinate  Chapters  distinct  organizations 
and  do  they  work  under  Chapter  warrants  ? 

Ans.  Grand  Chapters  are  separate  organizations. 

Ques.  What  are  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  degree? 

A??s.  In  England,  twelve  months  a  Master  Mason,  unless  by 
dispensation.  Any  number,  even  one,  may  be  exalted  the  same 
evening.  We  never  have  or  have  had  any  rule  requiring  three 
candidates,  proxy  or  otherwise,  in  this  country. 

Ques.  Who  are  its  officers  ? 

Ans.  (Z.,)  Zerubabbel  or  First  Principal,  (LI.,)  Haggai  or  Second 
Principal,  (J.,)  Jeshua  or  Third  Principal,  Chaplain,  Treasurer, 
Scribe  E.,  (Ezra,)  Scribe  N.,  (Nehemiah,)  Principal  Sojourner, 
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Assistant  Senior  and  Junior  Sojourners,*  Director  of  Ceremonies, 
Sword  Bearer,  Stewards,  Banner  Bearer,  and  Janitor.  All  are* 
elected  by  members  but  Assistant  Sojourners,  who  are  chosen  b}* 
the  Principal  Sojourner.  The  three  Principals  must  be  actual 
Past  Masters  of  Craft  Lodges,  and  they  must  be  taken  seriatim 
annually. 

Ques.  Have  you  such  a  degree  or  order  as  High  Priesthood  ? 

Ans.  High  Priesthood  not  recognized.  Separate  ceremonials, 
however,  at  installation  of  each  of  the  Principals,  and  at  opening 
only  Past  or  Present  Principals  are  present. 

Ques.  To  whom  are  your  Chapters  dedicated  ? 

Ans.  Dedication  mainly  as  Craft  dedication. 

Ques.  Docs  suspension  or  expulsion  in  Blue  or  Craft  Lodges 
work  suspension  or  expulsion  in  the  Chapter? 

Ans.  Yes,  in  England  and  Ireland. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  work  of  England  from 
that  of  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  the  United  States?  and  have  any 
changes  been  made  within  a  few  years  ? 

Ans.  None  of  much  importance,  excepting  in  Ireland,  where 
the  officers  are  more  after  the  American  style.  No  change  made 
of  late  years. 

Ques.  Is  the  degree  as  worked  now  in  England  that  of  the 
Ancients  or  Moderns — Anderson  or  Dermott  ? 

Ans.  A  union  of  both  in  1811. 

Ques.  Do  you  use  the  words  “Holy  Royal  Arch?” 

Ans.  u  Holy  Royal  Arch”  never  occurs  in  our  Regulations,  and 
is  never  used  by  Grand  Chapter.  The  degree  is  often  so  called 


*Tlie  three  Sojourners  are  mentioned  in  the  Constitution  of  Eoyal  Arch, 
1778  and  1782,  and  so  in  all  since  under  the  “Moderns,”  so  called,  but  really 
the  “Ancients.” 

From  Laics  for  Society  of  Royal  Arch  Masons ,  1778  and  1782,  (London,) 
u  Moderns ,”  I  have  made  the  annexed  extract : 

1.  “  That,  according  to  ancient  custom,  a  complete  Chapter  of  the  Supreme 
Degree  of  Masonry  consists  of  three  Principals,  who,  when  in  Chapter  as¬ 
sembled,  are  to  be  considered  conjointly  as  the  Master  and  each  severally 
as  a  Master;  two  Scribes,  three  Sojourners,  (the  edition  of  1778  has  for 
Scribes  three  Sojourners,)  and  seventy -two  others,  as  council;  and  that  no 
regular  Chapter  of  this  exalted  degree  can  consist  of  more  ;  but  that  any 
number  may  be  exalted  and  received  as  Companions,  though  not  to  hold 
the  staff  of  office  or  be  considered  as  councillors  when  more  than  that 
number  are  present.” 
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in  our  Chapters,  and  so  designated  in  our  Summons.  The  term 
arose  with  the  Ancients,  but  in  their  Constitution  for  1 75 6  it  is 
called  “Royal  Arch.”  In  180*7  it  is  styled  the  “Holy  Royal 
Arch”  by  the  same  body. 

Ques.  Have  you  separate  installation  ceremony  for  each  of  the 
Principals  in  the  Chapter  ?  and  who  are  present  at  the  installation? 

Ans.  We  have  a  separate  installation  ceremony  for  all  the 
Principals,  viz.,  Zerubbabel,  Haggai,  and  Jesliua.  It  is  rather  an 
elaborate  affair.  In  England  and  Scotland  you  must  serve  as 
Jesliua  before  Haggai,  and  Haggai  before  Zerubbabel ;  and  in 
England  either  Principal  must  be  a  Past  Master  before  installa¬ 
tion,  unless  by  dispensation.  None  but  possessors  of  the  Prin¬ 
cipal’s  degree  to  be  installed  can  witness  the  ceremony. 

Ques.  What  is  the  Royal  Ark  Mariner’s  degree  ? 

Ans.  The  Royal  Ark  Mariner’s  degree  is  a  side  degree.  It  is 
worked  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  and  given  only  to 
Ro}ml  Arch  Masons.  It  has  been  worked  off  and  on  for  a  cen¬ 
tury.  In  England  it  is  given  to  Mark  Masons,  and  has  a  govern¬ 
ing  body.  Excepting  as  a  curiosity,  it  is  useless. 

Companion  Hughan  has  promised  to  be  the  English  corre¬ 
spondent  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  will  furnish  hereafter  sketches 
of  the  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent,  and  Royal  Arch.  Although 
comparatively  a  young  man,  the  works  he  has  already  presented 
to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  bear  the  marks  of  a  deep  research  into 
the  records  of  the  past,  and  has  brought  to  light  much  valuable 
information  relating  to  the  early  history  of  Freemasonry. 

At  this  time  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  several  matters,  which 
I  think  require  your  careful  attention. 

The  Grand  Chapter  possesses  a  valuable  suit  of  robes  for  its 
officers,  together  with  the  aprons,  collars,  and  jewels,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  copies  of  the  reprint  of  1*76*7-1864,  and  the  later  proceed¬ 
ings,  costing  in  all  nearly  $2,500.  Upon  these  there  is  no  insurance, 
and  in  case  of  fire,  the  Grand  Chapter  would  be  the  sufferers  to 
a  large  amount.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Grand  Officers  be 
authorized  to  have  them  insured  to  the  full  value. 

As  may  be  well  known  to  many  of  you,  we  have  within  our 
jurisdiction  a  Chapter  bearing  the  name  of  one  who  is  not  in 
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good  Masonic  standing  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  It  will  here  "be 
seen  the  impolicy  of  naming  Chapters  and  Lodges  after  a  living 
person.  We  know  what  we  are,  but  we  know  not  what  we  may  be.  I 
would  suggest  that  this  Chapter  be  directed  to  change  its  name 
to  one  that  will  at  least  be  Masonic.  The  new  Constitution 
wisely  prohibits  this  so-called  honor  in  future,  and  we  shall  not 
again,  I  trust,  be  called  upon  to  take  action  upon  the  subject. 

During  the  present  year,  it  is  my  intention  to  have  the  work, 
as  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  strictly  adhered  to  by  all  the 
subordinates.  Grand  Chapters  for  exemplification  of  the  work 
will  be  held  at  different  portions  of  the  State,  so  as  to  accommo¬ 
date  as  large  a  number  of  Chapters  and  members  as  possible. 
At  these  Chapters  of  Instruction,  the  work  will  be  exemplified  by 
the  Grand  Officers,  assisted  by  the  Committee  on  Work. 

It  is  also  my  intention  to  pay  official  Grand  Visitations  to  such 
of  the  Chapters  as  have  not  yet  been  visited,  and  to  the  Chapters 
and  Mark  Lodges  meeting  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  I  shall 
be  accompanied  by  my  Grand  Officers,  and  such  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  as  may  be  pleased  to  assist.  In  order  to  remove  any 
erroneous  ideas,  I  would  here  state  that  these  visitations  are  a 
matter  of  duty,  and  are  for  purely  Masonic  purposes. 

The  earnest  consideration  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  called  to 
the  subject  of  a  Charity  Fund. 

Companion  Michael  Nisbet,  my  immediate  predecessor,  in  lire 
address  on  St.  John’s  Day  last,  as  also  in  his  valedictory  address 
this  evening,  called  attention  to  this  subject.  It  is  one  in  which 
all  the  sympathies  of  the  Craft  are  aroused.  The  principal  lesson 
inculcated  in  the  Mark  Master’s  degree  is  that  of  Charity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  has  its  Charity  Funds  devoted 
exclusively  to  Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans.  The 
subordinate  Craft  Lodges  contribute  largely  of  their  funds  to  the 
support  of  Master  Masons  and  those  dependent  upon  them. 
For  the  past  few  years  the  subordinate  Chapters  and  Mark 
Lodges  have  been  called  upon  for  the  relief  of  their  worthy  dis¬ 
tressed,  and  in  all  cases  have  responded  most  liberally. 

What  nobler  object  can  we  have  than  the  creation  of  a  fund 
for  the  relief  of  Royal  Arch  and  Mark  Master  Masons?  To 
bring  the  matte*  before  the  Grand  Chapter,  I  would  suggest 
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that  $10,000  of  the  investments  of  the  Grand  Chapter  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  trustees,  to  be  held  as  a  special  trust ;  that  the 
interest  arising  therefrom  be  reinvested  from  time  to  time,  until 
the  sum  total  reaches  $25,000,  after  which  the  interest  arising 
from  the  principal  could  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  Royal  Arch 
and  Mark  Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans. 

To  the  amount  suggested  to  be  set  apart  by  the  Grand 
Chapter,  the  subordinate  Chapters  and  Lodges  can  donate  such 
amounts  as  they  may  deem  fit,  thereby  hastening  the  time  when 
the  interest  can  be  available.  It  is  a  question  in  which  all  are 
interested.  I  ask  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  this  subject.  In  the  hands  of  a  committee  the  plan  could  be 
fully  matured  for  the  creation  of  such  a  Grand  Chapter  Charity 
Fund. 

The  attention  of  the  High  Priests  of  Chapters  is  called  to  the 
fact  that  frequently  during  the  Royal  Arch  work  the  Tyler  is 
absent  from  his  place,  and  the  Chapter  left  untyied.  It  is  just 
as  necessary  that  the  Tyler  should  be  at  his  place  at  the  outer 
door  during  the  entire  meeting  of  the  Chapter  as  at  the  opening. 

A  mistaken  idea  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests.  In  his  own  district,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  he  is  the  representative  of  that 
officer.  The  appointment  is  based  upon  a  knowledge  of  Masonic 
work,  usage  and  law,  and  a  willingness  to  impart  that  knowledge 
to  those  not  so  well  informed.  No  appeal  can  be  taken  from  his 
decision,  except  to  the  Grand  High  Priest.  Although  invested 
with  the  authority  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  he  cannot  grant 
dispensations,  such  documents  only  emanating  from  the  Grand 
High  Priest. 

The  High  Priest  and  officers  of  the  Chapter  and  Lodge  should 
know  the  work  and  confer  the  degrees.  If  the  High  Priest  does 
not  perform  his  duty  to  the  Chapter,  he  violates  his  obligation  of 
office,  and  the  Chapter  which  elected  him  must  abide  the  conse¬ 
quences.  If  the  King  and  Scribe  should  not  do  their  duty,  the 
Chapter  has  the  remedy  in  its  own  hands,  and  at  the  next  election 
they  should  be  elected  to  seats  in  the  body  of  the  Chapter.  The 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  is  not  appointed  to  do  the 
work  of  negligent  and  indifferent  High  Priests.  %  My  instructions 
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to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  “  B.” 

Within  a  few  years  a  custom  has  grown  up  in  subordinate 
Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  and  even  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  of 
introducing  wdiat  is  termed  Parliamentary  Usage  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Chapter.  Such  motions  as  to  “lay  upon  the  table,’7 
“indefinitely  postpone,”  “the  previous  question,”  &c.,  when 
offered  for  the  sole  purpose  of  stopping  debate  and  killing  the 
subject  matter  under  consideration,  are,  most  undoubtedly,  un- 
masonic,  and  should  not  be  tolerated. 

The  High  Priest  has  discretionary  powers  vested  in  him  to 
decide  when  the  debate  is  to  cease  and  the  question  to  be 
taken.  He  is  bound  to  gqvern  his  Chapter  with  justice,  equity, 
and  prudence,  allowing  the  youngest  member  the  fullest  privilege 
of  the  oldest,  ever  remembering  that  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Chapter  has  been  confided  to  his  hands.  No  question  should 
be  taken  until  the  fullest  and  freest  debate  has  been  allowed. 

In  November  last  the  Grand  Chapter  considered  and  adopted  a 
new  Constitution.  This  Constitution,  in  which  several  important 
changes  have  been  made,  goes  into  effect  on  to-morrow,  the  28th 
inst.  To-day  is  an  important  one  in  our  history.  The  old  dies 
and  the  new  is  born.  Under  the  Constitution  of  1863,  as  it  is 
called,  the  Grand  Chapter  has  steadily  advanced  and  prospered, 
until  to-day  she  stands  second  to  none.  I  would  ask  of  each  in¬ 
dividual  officer  and  member  a  careful  study  of  its  several  articles, 
so  that  none  may  plead  ignorant  of  the  law. 

May  wre  be  as  prosperous  in  the  future  as  in  the  past!  The 
experience  of  years  was  bestowed  upon  the  preparation  of  the  new 
Constitution,  and,  when  presented  to  the  Grand  Chapter  as  a 
whole,  was  adopted  with  but  few  amendments.  The  most 
important  change  is  in  the  membership  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Hereafter  it  wall  be  composed  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests; 
Past  High  Priests,  members  of  subordinate  Chapters ;  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  time  of  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Constitution — that  is,  those  who  are  members  by 
virtue  of  having  served  as  Worshipful  Master  "Sy  election  of 
Craft  or  Blue  Lodges ;  this  includes  all  those  wrho  enter  upon 
their  term  of  office  as  Master  on  this  day — and  the  High  Priests, 
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Kings,  and  Scribes  of  subordinate  Chapters  during  their  term  of 
office. 


To  those  officers  and  committees  with  whom  I  have  been  in 
intimate  relation  during  the  past  few  years  I  would  tender  my 
heartfelt  thanks  for  all  the  courtesies  extended  to  me  as  a  subor¬ 
dinate  Grand  Officer,  and  would  here  place  upon  record  my  testi¬ 
mony  of  their  firm  attachment  to  and  ardent  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry.  In  parting  with  them  I  do  so  with  regret, 
hoping  we  may  not  lose  their  valuable  experience  in  the  Grand 
and  subordinate  Chapters. 

Of  the  officers  who  will  be  appointed  to  fill  their  places,  I  shall 
demand  a  close  study,  strict  adherence  to  our  ancient  work  and 
regulations,  in  order  that  they  may  most  creditably  fill  the  places 
made  vacant  by  their  predecessors. 

Thus  beginning  a  new  year,  it  becomes  us,  as  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  upon  whose  frontlets  is  inscribed  “Holiness  to  the  Lord,’? 
to  invoke  the  presence,  aid,  and  protection  of  the  Omnipotent, 
Omniscient  and  Omnipresent  Jehovah — that  He  may  be  with  us 
at  our  beginning,  middle,  and  ending — that  all  our  doings  may 
tend  to  His  glory  and  the  salvation  of  our  souls.  Relying  im¬ 
plicitly  upon  Him,  we  need  fear  no  danger. 


The  Mo  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  then  pleased  to  announce 
the  following  appointments  for  the  Masonic  year  beginning 
St.  John’s  Hay,  December  27,  A.  D.  1871,  A.  I.  2401 : 


Comp.  Rqbt.  H.  Pattison,  D.  D., 
“  George  E.  Wagner, 

“  Joseph  8.  George,  . 

“  Isaac  Mtjef, 

“  Charles  H.  Kingston, 

“  Geo.  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 
“  Charles  R.  Shantz, 

u  Hewees  J.  Martin,  M.  I) 

•°  TiiomIs  R.  Patton, 

“  John  L.  Young, 

u  Charles  Schnider,  . 


Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Grand  Master  3 d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  2d  Vail. 
Grand  Master  ls£  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

S.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
J.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 


Companion  Reverend  John  Chambers, 

44  44  Daniel  Washburn, 

4*  44  Joseph  Castle, 

44  44  William  C.  .Robinson, 

*4  4*  Alexander  M.  Wiggins, 

4-  44  Justus  T.  Umsted, 

4-  44  Emanuel  Oppenheim, 

44  *4  George  W.  MacLaughlin, 

14  4-  William  Richards  Gries, 

41  4*  William  B.  Wood, 

’  44  44  Thomas  J.  Davis, 

44  44  B.  H.  Hunt, 

44  ”4  James  MacGowan. 

COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

Comp.  George  W.  Wood,  Comp.  Harman  Baugh, 

u  Michael  Nisbet,  44  John  Thomson, 

Comp.  Daniel  Thompson. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE' 

/ 

Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day,  Comp.  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

44  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  44  Horace  Fritz, 

Comp.  Edward  Masson. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Comp.  William  J.  Kelly,  Comp.  George  A.  Jenks, 

44  James  H.  Hopkins,  44  Bernard  E.  Lehman, 

Comp.  Henry  W.  Williams. 


COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Comp.  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Comp.  Robert  B.  Salter, 

44  George  J.  Becker,  44  Edward  Strickland, 

Comp.  John  W.  Lee. 

COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS. 

Comp.  Michael  Nisbet,  Comp.  Alfred  R.  Potter, 

44  Henry  J.  White,  44  Charles  D.  Freeman, 

Comp.  David  B.  Taylor. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY. 

Comp.  Henry  L.  Sinexon,  Comp.  Wm.  T.  Taylor,  M.  D., 

u  Wm.  N.  Yiguers,  “  Jacob  Roberts,  M.  I)., 

Comp.  Alfred  T.  Jones. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING  AND  PUBLISHING. 

Comp.  James  Bleloch,  Comp.  John  H.  Israel, 

“  R.  Lloyd  Lee,  “  Thomas  Jacobs, 

Comp.  James  M.  Beatty. 

DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS. 

1 —  Companion  Charles  M.  Howell, 

Of  Lancaster,  for  the  Counties  of  Lancaster  and  York. 

2 —  Companion  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Evans, 

Of  West  Chester,  for  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  except  Chapter 
No.  198,  at  Phoenixville. 

3 —  Companion  Robert  H.  Thomas, 

Of  Mechanicsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Adams,  and 
Perry. 


4 —  Companion  Joseph  L.  Lemberger, 

Of  Lebanon,  for  the  Counties  of  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  and  Berks. 

5 —  Companion  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.  D., 

Of  Allentown,  for  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Lehigh,  and  Carbon. 

ti — Companion  Henry  M.  Hoyt, 

Of  Wilkesbarre,  for  the  Counties  of  Luzerne,  Pike,  Monroe,  and  Wayne. 

7 — -Companion  John  H.  Dusenbury, 

Of  Great  Bend,  for  the  Counties  of  Susquehanna  and  Sullivan. 

3 — Companion  William  A.  Peck, 

Of  Towanda,  for  the  Counties  of  Bradford  and  Wyoming. 

1) — Companion  Robert  C.  Simpson, 

Of  Wellsboro’,  for  the  Counties  of  Tioga,  Potter,  and  McKean. 

10—  Companion  Christian  F.  Knapp, 

Of  Bloomsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Columbia,  Montour,  Northumber 
land,  Union,  and  Snyder. 

1 1 —  Companion  Michael  B.  Hering, 

Of  Lock  Haven,  for  the  Counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton,  and  Centre. 
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12 —  Companion  Charles  R.  Earley,  M.  D., 

Of  Earley,  for  the  Counties  of  Elk  and  Cameron. 

13 —  Companion  Benjamin  E.  Custer, 

Of  Altoona,  for  the  Counties  of  Blair,  Cambria,  Huntingdon,  Mifflin, 
Juniata,  Bedford,  and  Fulton. 

14 —  Companion  William  Chatland, 

Of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of  Washington,  Fayette,  Greene,  and 
Somerset. 

15 —  Companion  Geter  C.  Shidle, 

Of  Pittsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Alleghany,  Westmoreland,  Armstrong, 
Butler,  and  Indiana. 

1G — Companion  Zarah  C.  McCullough, 

Of  Clearfield,  for  the  Counties  of  Clearfield  and  Jefferson. 

17 —  Companion  Christian  M.  Hoover, 

Of  Franklin,  for  the  Counties  of  Clarion,  Forest,  Venango,  Warren,  and 
Erie,  and  Chapter  No.  20T,  at  Titusville. 

18 —  Companion  Henry  Austin, 

Of  Greenville,  for  the  Counties  of  Beaver,  Mercer.  Lawrence,  and  Craw¬ 
ford,  except  Chapter  No.  207,  at  Titusville.- 

19 —  Companion  Samuel  Brown,  Jr., 

Of  Norristown,  for  the  Counties  of  Montgomery  and  Bucks,  and  Chapter 
No.  198,  at  Phoenixville. 

20 —  Companion  George  P.  Owen, 

Of  Tremont,  for  the  County  of  Schuylkill. 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Michael 
Kisbet,  a  Committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  a  Grand  Chapter  Charity 
Fund,  referred  to  in  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to  appoint,  as  said 
Committee,  Companions  Michael  Hisbet,  Horace  Fritz,  John 
L.  Young,  William  J.  Kelly,  and  Edward  Matthews. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Companion  J.  Alex¬ 
ander  Simpson  as  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 


40 


The  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  were  in¬ 
structed  to  have  an  insurance  effected  on  the  property  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

All  but  Past  High.  Priests  having  retired,  Companion 

/  - 

Richard  Young  was  installed  High.  Priest  of  Chapter  No. 
234,  and  had  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred  upon 
him. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  peace. 

JOHN"  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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APPENDIX  “A.” 


Capitular  Freemasonry  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
BY  COMPANION  WILLIAM  JAMES  HUGH  AN. 


In  response  to  the  invitation  of  my  esteemed  friend,  M.  E. 
Companion  C.  E.  Meyer,  I  will  endeavor,  as  time  permits,  to 
afford  the  Companions  in  Pennsylvania  a  glimpse  of  British 
Capitular  Freemasonry. 

To  commence  the  series  according  to  custom,  the  Mark  degree 
should  of  course  first  receive  notice. 

In  Ireland  Mark  Masonry  is  comparatively  quiet  at  present. 

Chapters  are  not  compelled  to  give  the  degree  as  preparatory 
to  the  Royal  Arch,  and  although  it  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  but  little  attention  is  paid  to  its  peculiar  and 
impressive  ceremonies.  A  distinctive  mark  may  (not  must)  he 
adopted,  and  separate  certificates  are  issued ,  if  required.  Six 
Mark  Masters  arc  required  to  he  present  at  opening,  wTho  must 
he  duly  qualified  to  fill  the  offices  of  Master,  Wardens  and  Over¬ 
seers.  Members  are  accepted  as  Mark  Masters  under  that  Con¬ 
stitution  without  any  intention  of  being  exalted ,  just  as  with 
brethren  who  join  the  Mark  Lodges  in  Philadelphia  and  in  Eng¬ 
land,  &c. — being,  of  course,  Master  Masons. 

Some  of  the  foregoing  remarks  having  been  made  by  me,  and 
questioned,  I  submitted  the  points  in  dispute  to  the  Assistant 
Grand  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  and  that  most 
obliging  Companion  confirmed  my  statements  in  full.  In  a  letter 
dated  1  July,  1811,  he  observes  :  u  It  is  quite  optional  wTith  breth¬ 
ren  taking  the  Royal  Arch  to  take  the  Mark  degree,  i.  e .,  as  far  as 
Grand  Chapter  is  concerned  ;  but  very  many  Chapters,  by  their 
By-Laws,  make  it  a  prerequisite.’7  Hence  it  is  clear  that,  in  Ire¬ 
land, 
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(a)  The  Mark  degree  is  not  a  prerequisite  for  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

(b)  That  some  Chapters  do  not  work  the  degree. 

(e)  That  Lodges  work  under  the  Chapter  warrants. 

(d)  That  Mark  Masonry  has  not  the'prominence  as  in  other 
countries. 

In  Scotland  the  Mark  degree  is  in  a  unique  position.  The 
Grand  Lodge  recognizes  it,  and  so  does  the  Grand  Chapter. 
An3r  Craft  Lodge,  under  its  Constitution,  has  a  right  to  work 
the  degree,  in  Scotland,  as  a  Graft  Lodge ,  and  many  exercise  that 
privilege  ;  and,  in  fact,  all  can.  It  is  considered  by  some  authori¬ 
ties  to  belong  to  the  Second  degree,  but  no  evidence  in  support 
of  this  position  has  been  adduced.  The  earliest  minute  known 
which  alludes  to  the  degree  is  dated  A.  D.  1178,  of  which  we  have 
a  copy,  and  unequivocally  connects  the  Mark  Master’s  degree 
with  the  Master  Mason. 

The  “Mark”  is  a  prerequisite  for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  under 
the  Grand  Chapter,  and  candidates  for  exaltation  who  have  been 
u  advanced”  in  a  Craft  Lodge  are  accepted  as  members  of  the 
Fourth,  degree. 

The  Grand  Chapter  has  granted  warrants  to  form  Mark 
Lodges  in  England  from  A.  D.  1856,  but  never  many  at  any  time 
have  been  working.  Some  of  these,  however,  have  been  most 
successful,  particularly  one  now  working  at  Manchester.  Some 
brethren,  like  the  writer,  belong  to  both  jurisdictions,  and  hope 
soon  to  see  all  undue  rivalry  at  an  end.  The  warrants  contain  a 
proviso  that  in  the  event  of  any  governing  body  being  recognized 
for  the  degree  in  England,  they  should  ipso  facto  be  cancelled. 
It  is  believed  by  many  that  the  time  has  come  for  these  warrants 
to  be  recalled,  as  a  properly  constituted  governing  body  exists 
in  England  for  the  present  time,  with  more  than  one  hundred 
Mark  Lodges  on  its  roll  and  some  thousands  of  members. 

Unfortunately  one  of  the  Lodges  that  took  part  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters  (onl}r  one  out  of  several) 
for  England  and  Wales,  A.  D.  1856,  viz.,  the  “Bon  Accord  Mark 
Lodge,”  held  in  London,  met  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  the 
Bon  Accord  Chapter,  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  which  was  illegally 
granted. 
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Chapters ,  at  that  time,  had  power  to  issue  warrants  to  work 
the  Mark  degree  in  Scotland,  but  not  in  England,  which  of  course 
was  masonically  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Scottish  Chapters. 
This  misfortune  has  contributed,  I  fear,  to  induce  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland  to  continue  the  Mark  warrants  in  England, 
although  of  course  the  mistake  of  some  Scottish  brethren  cannot 
invalidate  the  position  of  the  several  Mark  Lodges  which  united 
to  form  the  Grand  Lodge  in  question,  some  of  which  have  worked 
the  degree  for  many  years  before  even  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot¬ 
land  was  instituted. 

W e  anticipate  ere  long  that  the  good  understanding  and  fellow¬ 
ship  always  subsisting  between  the  members  of  both  organizations 
will  be  indissolubly  cemented  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  warrants 
for  Scottish  Mark  Lodges  in  England. 

Companions  in  the  United  States  can  feelingly  sympathize 
with  those  who  are  suffering  from  “invasion  of  jurisdiction,”  and 
although  we  in  England  as  Mark  Masters  are  content  to  wait 
patiently  for  free  and  full  recognition  of  our  claims  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland,  we  nevertheless  shall  be  glad  of  a  prompt 
response. 

In  Scotland,  then,  the  Mark  degree 

(а)  Is  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Chapter. 

(б)  It  is  a  prerequisite  for  It 03ml  Arch  Masonry. 

(c)  It  can  be  given  in  a  Craft  Lodge,  Mark  Lodge,  or  as  pre¬ 
paratory  for  the  Chapter. 

(d)  The  Grand  Chapter  has  Lodges  in  England. 

(e)  doming  Companions  not  “marked”  must  be  before  the 
affiliation  is  complete. 

I11  England  the  only  degrees  recognized  ly  the  Grand  Lodge 
are  the  three  first,  the  Past  Master  (viz.,  an  installed  Master  of 
a  Lodge  only ,  who  lias  been  duly  elected,  and  formerly  served  as 
Warden)  and  the  Loyal  Arch. 

The  “ articles  of  ■ union ”  of  1813,  which  bound  the  two  rival 
Grand  Lodges  to  certain  degrees,  and  no  more,  omitted  any  men¬ 
tion  of  Mark  Masonry;,  and,  although  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot¬ 
land  and  Mark  Masters  in  England  have  endeavored  to  secure  the 
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recognition  of  the  degree  by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter 
of  England,  they  have  signally  failed.  We  say  unhesitatingly , 
unless  the  Grand  Lodge  breaks  its  pledge ,  Mark  Masonry  cannot 
be  recognized  in  LJngland. 

The  solemn  promise  made  in  1813  effectually  shuts  out  the 
Mark  degree,*  and  it  is  tof  no  service  to  inquire  whether  the 
members  were  wise  in  so  promising,  as  the  pledge  was  given,  and 
therefore  must  be  honored  by  all  who  value  treaties  among  Masons. 

This  being  so,  the  members  of  Mark  Lodges  were  averse  to 
remain  as  a  body  without  a  head,  and,  naturally  objecting  to  any 
foreign  rule,  formed  a  Grand  Lodge,  A.  D.  1856,  with  many  Lodges 
under  its  jurisdiction.  The  degree  has  rapidly  spread,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  has  prospered  exceedingly — so  much  so  that  now 
the  Lodges  muster  more  than  one  hundred!  Lord  Leigh,  the 
first  Grand  Master,  is  an  esteemed  Provincial  Grand  Master  in 
the  Craft.  The  next  Grand  Master  was  the  Earl  of  Caernarvon, 
who  is  a  Provincial  Grand  Master,  and  the  present  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  England,  (i.  e .,  the  next  in  authority  to  the  Marquis  of 
Ripon.)  The  third  Grand  Master  was  Viscount  Holmesdale,  also 
a  Provincial  Grand  Master ;  and  the  Grand  Master  at  the  present 
time  is  a  deservedly  esteemed  and  respected  well-known  Craft 
Mason  and  estimable  clergyman.')'  Many  well-known  noblemen 
and  brethren  under  the  banner  of  English  Freemasomy  are  proud 
to  acknowledge  their  membership  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  many  of 
whom  are  Past  Grand  Wardens  of  the  Craft  Grand  Lodge. 
Some  of  the  Lodges  are  of  “  time  immemorial”  age,  and  have 
worked  the  degree  no  one  knows  how  long,  but  certainly  during 
the  last  century.  Without  such  a  Grand  Lodge  having  been 
formed,  the  degree  would  have  been  little  known  in  England,  and 
although  it  is  certainly  a  novel  feature  to  have  a  Grand  Lodge  for 
the  Mark  degree,  it  is  justifiable  under  the  circumstances.  The 


*  It  equally  excludes  from  recognition  the  “Grand  Conclave  of  the 
Knights  Templar,”  (a  most  powerful  and  influential  body,)  the  “Ancient 
and  Accepted  Rite,”  and  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome  and  Constantine.  These 
three  great  organizations  all  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters. 

f  His  Deputy  Grand  Master  is  Earl  Percy.  The  Order,  however,  has 
been  careless  of  appointing  brethren  to  office  from  mere  social  position  only. 
Hence,  although  many  noblemen  grace  its  ranks,  and  are  on  the  roll  of 
officers,  there  are  also  to  be  found  in  its  highest  posts  the  hard-working 
members  of  the  Fraternity. 


same  novelty  as  a  governing  body  was  instituted  for  Royal  Arcli 
Masons  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  Before  then  there 
was  not  a  Grand  Chapter  anywhere  over  the  globe,  and  never  had 
been.  The  Royal  Arch  Chapters  had  no  governing  body  before 
A.  D.  1750,  and,  in  response  to  the  wants  of  the  Companions,  the 
“Ancients”  formed  a  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  “Moderns”  fol¬ 
lowed  about  A.  D.  1766 — new  bodies  entirely,  as  much  as  the 
Mark  Grand  Lodge  in  1856,  but,  like  it,  much  wanted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters  has  the  pleasure  of  know¬ 
ing  all  its  certificates  are  recognized  by  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Ireland  and  Canada,  and  we  feel  sure  that,  whenever  the  ardent 
and  enthusiastic  Companions  in  the  United  States  are  asked  to 
greet  English  Mark  Masters  with  a  friendly  grasp,  they  will  do 
so.  Indeed,  already  we  rejoice  to  know  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Iowa  have  decided  to  do  so. 

William  James  Hughan. 

Tkuko,  England,  November  24,  1871. 


APPENDIX  “B.” 


Letter  of  Instructions  to  District  Deputy  Grand  High 

Priests. 


PFFICE  OF  THE  pRAND  JIlGH  ^RIEST, 

|jjrmut  |jolo  |jopl  J^rdi  ^hapler  of  fjcnnsgluama, 

Masonic  Temple,  Chestnut  Street, 

Philadelphia,  December  2f,  1811. 
To  Companion  , 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  District  No. 
Companion  : 


I  have  this  clay  appointed  you  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  for  the  counties  named  in  your  commission,  which  will 
accompany  this  letter  of  instructions.  This  appointment  is  ten¬ 
dered  to  you,  not  only  as  a  mark  of  my  confidence  in  your  zeal, 
fervor,  and  skill  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  but  also  as  a  high  trust 
for  the  welfare,  prosperity,  and  harmony  of  the  Chapters  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  care  and  supervision.  You  will,  therefore,  carefully 
observe  the  following  instructions: 


1.  You  will  visit  each  Chapter  in  your  district  at  least  once  in 
the  year,  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  your  commission  as  possible, 
and  your  expenses  incurred  in  making  said  visit  will  be  paid  you 
on  rendering  an  account  of  them. 

2.  You  will  take  immediate  steps  to  cause  the  several  Chapters 

i 

in  your  District  to  transmit  to  the  Grand  Secretary  their  returns 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  as  well  as  a  speedy  remittance  of 
their  dues.  The  publication  of  the  annual  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  have  been  greatly  delayed  by  the  neglect  of  the 
Secretaries  in  not  making  their  returns  in  time.  The  Constitu¬ 
tion  prescribes  that  these  returns  and  dues  should  be  transmitted 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  on  or  near  St.  John’s  Day,  annually. 

(48) 
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You  will  therefore  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  High  Priest 
and  Secretary  of  Chapters  in  your  district  to  this  requirement. 

3.  The  new  Constitution  adopted  in  Xovember  last  goes  into 
operation  on  December  28,  1871.  They  are  now  being  printed 
and  bound,  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  or  near  January  12 
next.  One  cop}"  will  be  forwarded  free  to  each  Chapter.  Bound 
copies  can  be  had  of  the  Grand  Secretary  for  one  dollar  a  copy. 
You  will  see  that  every  Chapter  in  your  district  has  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  for  the  officers’  use.  You  will  read  or  cause  to 
be  read,  immediately  upon  its  receipt,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
annual  election  of  officers,  Article  X,  page  21,  “Revenue  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,”  and  Article  XY,  pages  30  to  51,  “  Subordinate 
Chapters.” 

4.  You  will  be  careful  to  instruct  the  High  Priest  and  officers 
of  the  Chapters  in  the  Ritual,  and  see  that  they  are  fully  qualified 
for  their  stations  in  this  respect.  You  will  inform  them  not  to 
permit  any  one  to  give  instruction  or  do  the  work  unless  he  has 
a  dispensation  therefor  under  the  seal  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  or  written  permission  for  this  purpose  from  you,  in  which 
latter  case  you  will  immediately  transmit  to  this  office,  for 
approval,  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  permission  is  granted. 
It  is  expected  that  the  officers  should  be  able  to  do  the  work. 
You  will,  therefore,  not  confer  the  degrees  for  them  in  the  Chap¬ 
ters,  unless  in  peculiar  cases,  of  which  you  will  be  the  judge. 
You  are,  however,  to  give  them  such  instruction  as  will  enable 
them  to  do  their  own  work.  You  will  devote  y ourself  to  teaching 
the  Pennsylvania  work  by  convocations  of  the  officers  of  the 
Chapters  in  your  district  at  convenient  places  and  on  appropriate 
occasions,  or  by  visits  to  each  Chapter,  as  you  may  deem  most 
beneficial. 

5.  A  record-book  will  be  sent  you,  in  which  3~ou  will  enter  your 
visits  to  the  Chapters,  what  instructions  were  given,  and  every 
thing  relating  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  occurring  in  your  district 
important  or  useful  to  be  known  and  proper  to  be  written  and  so 
preserved.  This  book  must  be  sent  to  the  Grand  Seeretaiy,  for 
the  examination  of  the  Grand  Hiah  Priest,  before  the  20th  day 
of  December  next. 
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G.  All  officers  and  members  of  the  Chapters  in  your  district 
must,  in  the  first  instance,  address  you  on  all  questions  of  work 
and  Masonic  law,  and  for  all  information  relating  thereto  which 
they  may  seek.  Your  opinions,  decisions,  and  correspondence 
you  will  cause  to  be  preserved  as  part  of  the  official  record  of 
your  administration.  Through  }rou,  all  appeals  to  this  office 
must  be  made,  and  with  every  appeal  you  will  send  copies  of  your 
decision  to  wdiicli  said  appeal  refers,  and  of  the  correspondence 
relating  thereto. 

7.  You  will,  on  your  appointment,  fisit  all  the  Chapters  in  your 
district,  and  cause  your  Commission  and  this  Circular  Letter  of 
Instructions  to  be  read,  and  a  copy  of  the  latter  will  at  once  be 
sent  by  you  to  each  Chapter  in  your  district,  with  instructions  to 
enter  the  same  upon  the  minutes. 

8.  All  former  regulations  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing  are 
hereby  countermanded. 

9.  You  will  acknowledge  promptly  the  receipt  of  commission 
and  instructions  to  my  address,  Masonic  Temple,  Chestnut  street, 
Philadelphia. 


.A. 


V 


J 


I  am  your  Brother  and  Companion, 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Grand  High  Priest. 
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APPENDIX  “C.” 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 


TO  THE 


#••• 


priest, 

|jj  fitters  nntl  ^  omjjanions,  of  lhr 
|raml  ^olg  ||ogn!  ^rth  of 
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Through  the  expressed  pleasure  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  and  the  concurrence  of  my  colleagues  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence  for  1871,  it  has,  quite  unexpectedly  to 
myself,  devolved  on  me  again  to  make  the  Annual  Report  of 
our  Correspondence  and  Relations  with  the  other  Grand  Chapters 
and  Masonic  Bodies  communicating  with  us,  notwithstanding 
my  previous  formal  declination  of  the  honor. 

Since  our  last  Annual  Report,  the  following  communications — 
addressed  either  to  the  Grand  Chapter  through  the  Grand 
Secretary  or  directly  to  the  Chairman — have  been  received  by 
this  Committee : 


Alabama. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Annual  Conroca- 
tion  at  Montgomery,  1870. 

Arkansas. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  High  Priesthood,  and  of  the  M.  P.  Grand  Council, 
November,  1870. 

California. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Seventeenth 
Annual  Convocation  at  San  Francisco,  April,  1871. 
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Canada. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Fourteenth 
Annual  Convocation  at  Hamilton,  August,  18*11. 

District  of  Columbia. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year  1870. 

Connecticut. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Semi-annual 
Convocation  at  Meridan,  November,  1870,  and  the 
Annual  Convocation  at  New  Haven,  May,  1871. 

Delaware. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Third  Annual 
Convocation  at  Dover,  January,  1871. 

Florida. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Twenty-fourth 
Annual  Convocation  at  Tallahassee,  January,  1871. 

Iowa.. 

Transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Sixteenth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Clinton,  October,  1870. 

Illinois. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Twent}'-first 
Annual  Convocation  at  Chicago,  October,  1870. 

Kansas, 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Sixth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Atchison,  October,  1870. 

Kentucky. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  an  Annual  Commu¬ 
nication  at  Louisville,  October,  1871. 

Louisiana. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation,  February,  1871. 
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Maryland. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  Baltimore,  Novem¬ 
ber,  1870. 

o  ^ 

Massachusetts. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  March  8, 18 TO,  to 
December  18,  1870. 

Michigan. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Twenty-second 
Annual  Convocation  at  Detroit,  January,  1811. 

Minnesota. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Tenth  Annual 
Convocation,  January,  1871- 

Mississippi. 

Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  at  Vicksburg,  January,  1871. 

Missouri. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Twenty-fourth 
Annual  Convocation  at  St.  Louis,  October,  1870. 

New  Jersey, 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Fifteenth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Trenton,  September,  1871. 

New  Y  ork. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Seventy-fourth 
Annual  Convocation  at  Albany,  February,  1871. 

North  Carolina. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Twenty-second 
Annual  Convocation  at  Wilmington,  November,  1870. 

Ohio. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Fifty-fifth 
Annual  Convocation  at  Sandusky,  September,  1871. 
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Rhode  Island. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year  ending 
March  14,  1811. 

South  Carolina. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  Charleston,  February, 
1811. 

Tennessee. 

Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  Nashville, 
November,  1810. 


Texas. 

Transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Twenty-first 
Annual  Convocation  at  Houston,  June,  1810. 

Virginia. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  Richmond,  December, 
1810. 

W  isconsin. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  at  Miiwaukie,  January,  1811. 

The  Chairman  has  also  received,  through  the  courtesy  of  Com¬ 
panion  C.  G.  Fox,  Grand  Secretary,  New  York,  a  pamphlet  copy 
of  “Proceedings  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  its  Twenty-first 
Triennial  Convocation,  A.  I.  2401,  A.  D.  1811.” 

r  _  ' 

Also,  from  our  present  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion 
Meyer,  a  series  of  pamphlets  and  circulars  of  much  and  curious 
interest,  comprising  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Colonies  and 
Dependencies  of  the  Crown,  June  6,  1811;  and  of  a  Conference, 
3d  and  4th  of  April,  1811;  Roll  of  Mark  Masters’  Lodges,  &c., 
&c. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ALABAMA. 

Companion  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Grand  High  Priest ,  (Nota- 
sulga.) 

Companion  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Secretary ,  (Montgomery.) 

Number  of  Chapters  “  square  upon  the  books,”  fifty-three ; 
Chapters  delinquent, eleven;  charters  forfeited, thirty-two;  whole 
number  of  members,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Grand  High  Priest  H.  Clay  Armstrong  delivered  an  instructive 
and  interesting  address,  showing  a  prosperous  condition  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  Alabama,  and  the  best  of  Masonic  feeling  and 
harmony  in  his  jurisdiction. 

Companion  P.  J.  Pillans  made  an  elaborate  Report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence  of  thirty-four  Grand  Chapters,  in  which  he  devotes  five 
pages  of  friendly  comment  on  and  quotations  from  the  addresses 
of  Grand  High  Priests  Griscom  and  Nisbet,  and  our  then  Grand 
King  Meyer’s  Report  on  Correspondence. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ARKANSAS. 

Companion  Elbert  H.  English,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Luke  E.  Barber,  Grand  Secretary. 

About  forty-three  Chapters  are  mentioned  in  the  Proceedings, 
but  no  statement  of  members  is  given. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  annual  address,  gives  a 
learned  and  eloquent  dissertation  entitled  “Outlines  of  Capitular 
Masonry.” 

No  Report  on  Correspondence  is  given. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Companion  James  Lawrence  English,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Charles  Louis  Wiggin,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  statistical  table  gives  the  number  of  Chapters  making  returns 
at  forty;  and  the  whole  number  of  members  in  California  as  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 

The  annual  address,  delivered  by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Companion  George  Tuttle  Grimes,  has  an  earnest  eulogium  on 
the  character  of  the  late  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  B.  B.  French. 
An  able  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  given  by 
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Companion  Lawrence  C.  Owen,  in  which  he  speaks  very  cour¬ 
teously  of  the  Proceedings  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  commends, 
in  high  terms,  Companion  M.  E.  Charles  E.  Meyer’s  Report  on 
Correspondence,  with  its  clear  and  valuable  statistical  tables. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA. 

Companion  T.  Douglas  Harrington,  (reelected,)  Grand 
Zerubbabel. 

Companion  T.  Bird  Harris,  Grand  Scribe  Ezra. 

Number  of  Chapters  on  roll,  forty-five  ;  number  of  members  on 
roll,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Zerubbabel  is  very  brief,  its  principal 
allusion  of  interest  to  other  jurisdictions  being  to  the  difficulty 
between  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  and  the  old  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada.  His  conclusions  are  in  favor  of  the  division 
of  the  Canada  jurisdiction  as  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  anticipa¬ 
tory  of  a  similar  division  to  come  in  that  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  by  Com¬ 
panion  Henry  Robertson,  Chairman,  acknowledges  the  reception 
from  us  of  the  volume  of  our  Proceedings  from  1767  to  1864, 
which  they  characterize  as  u  an  intensely  interesting  history  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania  from  a  remote  date,”  and 
gives  extracts  of  the  most  important  historical  points. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Companion  John  Lockie,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Samuel  Baxter,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  number  of  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  is  seven ;  and  of 
members,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  gives  strong 
compliment  to  the  now  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania, 
Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer,  for  his  Report  on  our  Correspond¬ 
ence  for  1868-9  ;  but  criticises  the  Pennsylvania  system  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  a  manner  indicating  misguided  judgment, 
arid  but  little  true  knowledge  on  the  subject  discussed. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Companion  Charles  W.  Stearns,  (Middleton,)  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  (Hartford,)  Grand  Secretary. 

The  returns  show  thirty-four  Chapters,  with  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  members. 

An  interesting  and  able  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Com¬ 
panion  Luke  A.  Lockwood,  acknowledges  kindly  our  Proceed¬ 
ings;  and  says  our  Grand  High  Priest  Nisbet’s  address  shows 
he  is  u  a  hard  worker,  and  must  have  expended  the  larger  portion 
of  his  time  in  the  work.”  It  also  quotes  elaborately  and  with 
courteous  approval  from  Companion  Griscom’s  Report  of  1870 
on  Correspondence. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  DELAWARE. 

Companion  Allen  V.  Lesley,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  William  F.  Godwin,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  number  of  Chapters  returned  is  four;  and  of  members,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five. 

The  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Daniel  C.  Godwin  shows  a 
harmonious  working  of  the  Chapters,  and  indicates  future  pros¬ 
perity  for  this  jurisdiction,  so  lately  emerged  from  its  protracted 
difficulties. 

There  is  no  Report  from  Delaware  on  Correspondence. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  FLORIDA. 

Companion  De  Witt  C.  Dawkins,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  William  M.  McIntosh,  Grand  Secretary. 

Thirteen  Chapters  make  returns,  the  total  membership  of  which 
is  three  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  Thomas  A. 
Carruth,  gives  an  able  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  twenty- 
eight  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States  and  Canadas.  Com¬ 
panion  Carruth,  in  his  report,  makes  favorable  mention  of  Com¬ 
panion  Nisbet’s  inaugural  address,  but  refuses  to  concur  in 
Companion  Nisbet’s  claim,  as  he  phrases  it,  that  “  the  peculiari¬ 
ties  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  are  the  only  correct 
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practices  of  the  Ancient  Craft ;”  the  only  reason  given  being  in 
these  words  :  “  If  so,  then  are  nearly  or  quite  all  the  other  Grand 
Chapters  in  error ;  for  nowhere  else  do  we  find  the  same  practices 
as  here  ” — i.  e.,  in  Pennsylvania. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  IOWA. 

Companion  Z.  C.  Luce,  (Iowa  City,)  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  William  B.  Langridge,  (Muscatine,)  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

The  number  of  Chapters  given  is  fift}r-one ;  and  of  members, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence  having  been  made  by  the  regular 
Committee,  who  state  that  none  of  its  members  had  time  for  the 
task,  Companion  N.  D.  Taylor  was  requested  to  perform  that 
work  in  their  place,  and  responded  with  a  report  occupying  over 
seventy  printed  pages,  and  concluding  with  an  apology  that  he 
u  had  but  about  one-tenth  of  the  time  to  devote  to  it  that  he 
ought.” 

The  farewell  address  of  Companion  Pitkin  C.  Wright,  under 
the  head  of  “  Discipline,”  relates  some  curious  incidents  in  the 
government  of  his  jurisdiction,  involving  cases  of  misconduct  of 
officers  of  subordinate  Chapters  not  necessary  here  to  recapitulate; 
and  also  that  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  from  Michigan  who  was 
detected  in  Iowa  in  endeavoring  to  sell  for  two  dollars  a  copy, 
what  he  called  the  “Royal  Arch  Work.”  Companion  Wright 
reported  this  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Michigan,  and  the 
unworthy  Companion  was  expelled,  for  which  the  Craft  in  Mich¬ 
igan  are  thanked. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Companion  Augustus  A.  Murray,  (Decatur,)  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  James  H.  Miles,  (Chicago,)  Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chapters,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  number  of 
members,  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

The  valedictory  address  of  Companion  Grand  High  Priest  John 
M.  Pearson  is  forcible  and  practical,  and  gives  a  pleasant  view  of 
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the  prosperity  and  harmony  of  this  extensive  Royal  Arch  juris¬ 
diction. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  James  H.  Miles, 
gives  an  interesting  summary  of  the  Proceedings  of  thirty-seven 
Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States  and  Canadas.  Of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Companion  Miles  speaks  in  terms  of  fraternal  courtesy, 
and  quotes  with  approval  from  the  addresses  of  Grand  High 
Priests  Griscom  and  Nisbet,  and  copies  in  extenso  the  review 
of  Pennsylvania  Royal  Arch  Masonry  by  Companion  Drummond, 
of  Maine,  which  concludes  with  the  words,  “There,  Companions 
of  Pennsylvania,  we  have  given  i  outside  barbarians  ’  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  you  than  you,  yourselves,  have  ever  given!” 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  KANSAS. 

Companion  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Grand  High  Priest . 

Companion  E.  T.  Carr,  Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chapters,  seventeen ;  number  of  members,  six 
hundred  and  ten. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  gives  a  cheering  view  of 
the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Kansas,  and  of  the 
encouraging  progress  in  the  five  years  of  the  Grand  Chapter’s 
existence,  and  of  a  bright  prospect  for  the  future. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  E.  T.  Carr,  is 
interesting  and  able,  and  speaks  in  terms  of  commendation  of  our 
Proceedings,  and  of  the  addresses  of  our  Grand  High  Priests 
Griscom  and  Nisbet,  and  of  Companion  Meyer’s  Report  on 
Correspondence. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  KENTUCKY. 

Companion  J.  P.  Rascoe,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Philip  Swigert,  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  James  W.  Staton,  Grand  Secretary  pro  tem. 

Number  of  Chapters,  one  hundred  and  ten  ;  number  of  members, 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief  and  full  of 
excellent  and  wise  suggestions.  It  makes  a  forcible  appeal  for 
relief  to  the  suffering  fraternity  at  Chicago,  and  for  that  noble 
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charity  established  in  Kentucky,  “  The  Masonic  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Home  and  Infirmary.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  ably  written,  but  without 
any  signature  to  designate  its  author.  It  speaks  with  compli¬ 
mentary  approval  of  the  conclusions  of  Companion  Griscom’s 
Report  on  Correspondence  of  last  year,  and  also  of  Companion 
Grand  High  Priest  Nisbet’s  address,  from  both  of  which  it 
quotes. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  LOUISIANA. 

Companion  M.  E.  Girard,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  James  C.  Bachelor,  M.  D.,  Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chapters,  twenty-seven;  number  of  members,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventv-seven. 

A/ 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  under  the  head  of  “  Penn¬ 
sylvania,”  undertakes  to  ridicule  our  rule  to  prohibit  Master 
Masons  of  our  jurisdiction  from  going  into  an  adjoining  State 
to  obtain  the  Royal  Arch  degrees,  and  with  marvellous  consis¬ 
tency,  in  the  very  next  sentence,  applauds  our  decision  requiring 
the  consent  of  all  the  Chapters  in  Philadelphia  before  a  resident 
of  the  city  can  receive  the  Chapter  degrees  in  a  Chapter  outside 
of  Philadelphia. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  MARYLAND. 

Companion  Charles  H.  Ohr,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  William  A.  Wentz,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  ten  Chapters  working  in  Maryland,  with  a  total  mem¬ 
bership  of  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  Herman  L. 
Emmons,  is  written  in  a  fraternal  spirit,  and  is  a  very  interesting 
document.  Companion  Emmons  makes  two  mistakes:  first,  in 
asserting  that  he  learns  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Pennsylvania  “that  in  Pennsjdvania  High  Priests  are 
allowed  to  resign;”  and,  secondly,  in  the  implied  assertion  that 
“the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania  unduly”  assumed  au¬ 
thority  “when  he  conferred  the  High  Priest’s  degree  on  Compan¬ 
ions  Hoyt  and  Wadhams,  of  Shekinah  and  Yalley  Chapters.” 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Companion  Henry  Chickering,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  returns  for  1810  show  that  there  were  then  fifty  working 
Chapters,  with  a  total  membership  of  six  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  in  Massachusetts. 

An  address  by  Grand  High  Priest  Henry  Chickering  gives  an 
interesting  account  of  the  condition  of  the  Chapters  as  found  by 
him  on  personal  visitations  which  he  made  throughout  his  juris¬ 
diction,  and  shows  that  prosperity  and  harmon}^  prevail  with 
the  Craft  in  that  ancient  Commonwealth. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  John  W.  Dad- 
mun,  is  a  very  ably  written  document.  He  speaks  in  most  kind 
and  courteous  terms  of  our  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  of  1869, 
and  says :  “  This  year  none  can  complain  of  Pennsylvania  as  a 
1  close  corporation.*  ” 

He  quotes  repeatedly  from  M.  E.  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer’s 
Report  of  that  year  on  Correspondence,  and  characterizes  it  as 
an  “ admirable  report.” 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Companion  Hugh  McCondy,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  returns  for  1810  show  the  number  of  Chapters  to  be  seventy- 
five;  and  that  of  members  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixt}~. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  here  printed  (Companion  J. 
Eastman  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee)  is  a  well-written, 
straightforward  document,  giving  plainly  a  sketch  of  the  doings 
and  views  of  other  Grand  Chapters  whose  proceedings  it  reviews. 
The  notice  given  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  the  best  of  humor,  and 
with  no  word  of  discourtesy  or  ill-nature,  which  latter  has  ab¬ 
surdly  grown  into  a  habit  with  some  of  the  very  witty  Com¬ 
panions  of  other  jurisdictions.  After  extensive  quotations  from 
Companion  Griscom’s  and  Companion  Hisbet’s  addresses,  and 
equally  extensive  extracts  from  Companion  Meyer’s  Report  on 
Correspondence,  they  thus  good-humoredly  speak  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  : 

“We  have  thus  liberally  quoted  from  the  addresses  of  the  Grand  High 
Priests  of  the  ‘  Most  Excellent  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Penn- 
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sylvania’  for  several  reasons :  1st.  We  heartily  desire  to  make  known  to 
our  Companions  her  true  merits,  and  to  show  her  interior  spirit ;  and  2d. 
We  have  nothing  else  from  which  to  reflect  her  radiant  light;  for,  on 
closing  these  addresses,  (and  naming  her  officers,)  she  also  closes  her  por¬ 
tals — her  book — in  short,  shuts  down  upon  us  :  ‘  only  that  and  nothing 

MORE.’ 

“O,  happy  Pennsylvania!  happy  in  her  true-hearted  Companions; 
happy  in  her  ‘antiquity;’  in  her  ‘true  work;’  in  her  ‘conservatism;’  in 
her  mens  conscia  recti ;  her  scorn  of  ‘  modernisms  ;’  happy  in  her — every 
thing. 

“And  may  your  ‘Key  Stone’  never  suffer  injury,  but  rather  ever  com¬ 
mand  due  awe  from  all  outsiders  ! 

“  Off  she  sails  again — to  fulfil  her  destiny  !  Thrice-happy  Pennsylvania !” 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Companion  G.  W.  Merrill,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  W.  S.  Combs,  Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chapters,  nineteen ;  total  membership,  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-eight. 

Grand  High  Priest  E.  D.  B.  Porter  delivered  a  brief,  able,  and 
practical  address  ;  and  a  Report  on  Correspondence  was  submitted 
by  Companion  Past  Grand  High  Priest  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  charac¬ 
terized  by  sound  judgment  and  useful  instruction  throughout, 
and  illustrated  with  Companion  Pierson’s  widely  noted  and  bril¬ 
liant  ability  as  the  recognized  Masonic  historiographer  of  the 
Northwest. 

These  Proceedings  show  much  zeal  and  a  true  Masonic  spirit 
in  this  rapidly  growing  jurisdiction,  which  gives  promise  of  a 
great  future  in  usefulness  and  power. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Companion  Charles  T.  Bond,  (New  Albany,)  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  J.  L.  Power,  (Jackson,)  Grand  Secretary. 

A  diminution  of  the  work  in  Mississippi,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  is  a  remarkable  feature  exhibited  by  those  Pro¬ 
ceedings. 

In  1810,  the  number  of  working  Chapters  was  seventy-two; 
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exaltations,  one  hundred  and  fifty;  and  the  total  membership 
two  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

In  1869,  the  number  of  working  Chapters  was  seventy-six;  ex¬ 
altations,  two  hundred  and  one ;  and  the  total  membership  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

An  interesting  and  able  address  by  Grand  High  Priest  Com¬ 
panion  It.  B.  Mayes  is  given;  and  a  Report  on  Correspondence, 
written  in  excellent  spirit,  and  courteously  noticing  our  Proceed¬ 
ings,  and  quoting  from  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  of  1869 
and  Companion  Meyer’s  Report  on  Correspondence  with  approval. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  MISSOURI. 

Companion  J.  M.  Fox,  (St.  Joseph,)  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  George  Frank  Gouley,  (St.  Louis,)  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

A  statistical  summary  gives  the  number  of  Chapters  working 
in  Missouri  sixtj^-seven  ;  with  a  total  membership  of  three  thou¬ 
sand  and  nine,  being  an  increase  over  preceding  year  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-eight. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  John  F.  Houston  delivered  a  parting 
address  full  of  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  of 
morality. 

Companion  George  Frank  Gouley  made  an  excellent  and  judi¬ 
cious  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  he  quotes  extensively 
from  Grand  High  Priest  Griscom’s  valedictory  and  Grand  High 
Priest  Nisbet’s  salutatory  address,  and  from  Companion  Meyer’s 
Report  on  Correspondence,  with  fraternal  approval  of  all. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Reverend  Companion  William  H.  Jefferys,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  John  Woolverton,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  number  of  Chapters  working  in  New  Jersey  is  given  at 
twenty-six  ;  and  the  total  membership  two  thousand  tTvo  hundred 
and  thirty-three. 

Companion  Grand  High  Priest  Marcus  Higginbotham,  in  his 
parting  address,  gives  an  interesting  and  most  cheering  view  of 
the  prosperity  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  New  Jersey,  and  of 
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the  prevalence  of  fraternal  and  harmonious  spirit  among  the 
Craft. 

Since  the  year  1864,  the  number  of  Chapters  in  New  Jersey  was 
just  doubled,  and  that  of  members  has  increased  in  nearly  the 
same  ratio. 

Companion  Thomas  J.  Corson’s  Report  on  Correspondence  is 
written  in  excellent  spirit;  is  full  of  interesting  information,  and 
brilliant  with  continuous  flashes  of  wit  and  poetic  fancy,  as  well 
as  of  eloquent  expressions  of  wise  principles.  His  notice  of 
Pennsylvania  is  most  courteous,  and  warmly  approving  of  our 
Grand  High  Priest’s  addresses  and  Companion  Griscom’s  Report 
on  Correspondence  for  1869-10,  from  both  which  he  makes  ample 
quotations. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Companion  Rees  G.  Williams,  (Utica,)  Grand  High  Prdest. 

Companion  Christopher  G.  Fox,  (Buffalo,)  Grand  Secretary. 

The  number  of  Chapters  making  returns  in  New  York  is  stated 
as  two  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  the  total  number  of  regis¬ 
tered  members  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
besides  two  hundred  and  forty-four  reported  as  members  of  war¬ 
ranted  Chapters  and  Chapters  under  dispensation  and  not 
registered. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  John  W.  Simons,  in  his  annual  ad¬ 
dress,  gives  a  strong  exhortation  to  venerate  and  support  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  most  earnestly  deprecates  any  and 
all  attempts  to  sever  their  connection  therewith,  and,  as  he  ex¬ 
presses  it,  “  casting  to  the  winds  that  tmoral  tower  of  strength 
which  rests  upon  the  General  Grand  Chapter.” 

He  also  announces  that  he  has  complied  with  the  request  made 
by  the  late  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania,  by  instructing 
the  New  York  Chapters  along  the  border  not  to  continue  the 
practice  of  u  working  up  material  belonging  to  Pennsylvania,” 
and  that  he  has  promulgated  to  his  Chapters  the  adoption  by  our 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  regulation  forbidding  our  subordinate 
Chapters  from  giving  their  consent  to  such  practice  without  the 
approval  of  our  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  long  and  interesting  Report  on  Correspondence  is  given  by 
Companion  Joseph  White  for  the  Committee. 
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Referring  to  Companion  Meyer’s  answer  to  Companion  Drum¬ 
mond’s  (of  Maine)  question,  “  If  by  dispensation  to  pass  the 
chair  Chapter  Past  Masters  (in  Pennsylvania)  are  regarded  as 
actual  Past  Masters?”  concluding  with  “  We  (in  Pennsylvania) 
have  no  Chapter  Past  Masters;”  Companion  White  complains 
that  they  (in  New  York)  “do  not  see  that  this  fully  answers 
Companion  Drummond’s  question.” 

We  suggest  that  the  best  answer  to  these  distinguished  Com¬ 
panions,  on  this  as  well  as  all  other  questions  of  fundamental  law, 
is  respectfully  to  refer  them  to  an  examination  of  our  Books  of 
Constitutions  and  the  printed  decisions,  both  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter,  all  which  are  regularly  sent  to 
each  of  the  grand  bodied  of  other  jurisdictions. 

The  report  concludes  with  resolutions  exempting  any  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  of  the  age  of  sixty  and  above,  from  any  annual 
dues. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Companion  William  Murdock,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Thomas  B.  Carr,  Grand  Secretary. 

No  statistical  table  is  given,  but  the  returns  of  sixteen  Chapters 
are  printed  in  this  pamphlet. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence  is  given,  but  a  brief  address  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest  shows  a  true  Masonic  spirit  and  hopeful 
zeal  among  the  Craft  in  their  efforts  to  rebuild  the  desolated 
places  of  this  ancient  and  interesting  jurisdiction. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  OHIO. 

Companion  Charles  C.  Kieeer,  (Dayton,)  Grand  High  Priest . 

Companion  James  Nesbitt,  (Troy,)  Grand  Secretary . 

A  statistical  table  shows  that  for  1811  there  were  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  Chapters  in  Ohio,  and  that  the  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  in  1810  was  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-one; 
and  in  1811  the  number  of  members  was  seven  thousand  and 
sixty. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Kiefer  made  an  able  address,  in 
which  he  states  that  “every  State  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  are  now 
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in  allegiance  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States.” 

Companion  J.  Kelly  O’Neall  gives  a  very  able  and  interesting 
Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  Proceedings  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  18*70  are  reviewed  in  kind  and  courteous  terms,  with  but 
comparatively  unimportant  criticism. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Companion  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  George  H.  Burnham,  Grand  Secretary. 

A  tabular  statement  for  18*71  gives  the  number  of  Chapters  in 
Rhode  Island  at  nine,  and  one  new  one  chartered  but  not  yet 
constituted ;  and  the  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

These  Proceedings  are  in  a  beautiful  pamphlet,  and  comprise  a 
very  able  and  interesting  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Com¬ 
panion  George  H.  Burnham,  for  the  Committee,  of  over  sixty-five 
pages.  The  Proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  of  1868-9  are  very 
kindly  noticed  and  courteously  reviewed  without  adverse  criticism 
of  any  part. 

\ 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Companion  James  A.  Hoyt,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Augustine  T.  Smythe,  Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  Chapters,  thirty-nine;  number  of  members,  six 
hundred  and  nine. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Montgomery  Moses,  in  his  annual 
address,  deprecates  the  practice  of  referring  the  annual  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  without  it  being  read  in  the 
open  Grand  Chapter,  and  recommends  the  rescinding  of  a  reso¬ 
lution  which  had  been  adopted  by  his  Grand  Chapter  establishing 
such  practice.  He  also  deprecates  the  practice  which  it  seems 
some  subordinate  Chapters  had  fallen  into  of  conferring  the 
Chapter  degrees  on  persons  who  were  not  affiliated  with  a  Blue 
Lodge. 

Companion  James  Birnie,  Chairman  on  Correspondence,  gives 
a  well-written  report  of  over  thirty  States.  He  (as  well  as  many 
of  other  States)  comments  on  the  practice  in  Pennsylvania  of 
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holding  Quarterly  Grand  “  Communications” — most  of  the  juris¬ 
dictions  holding  only  a  protracted  Annual  “  Convocation.”  Our 
practice  is  generally  disapproved  as  useless,  troublesome,  and 
unnecessarily  expensive ;  but  no  complaint  is  made  of  any  harm 

done  by  it  to  other  jurisdictions  or  to  the  Order. 

% 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  TENNESSEE. 

Companion  William  H.  Armstrong,  (Clarksville,)  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Companion  John  Frizzell,  (Nashville,)  Grand  Secretary. 

Number  of  chartered  Chapters,  in  1869,  was  seventy-eight,  and 
in  1810  the  number  was  eighty-four. 

The  total  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was,  for  1869,  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve;  and  for  1870  the  number  was 
four  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  John 
W.  Hughes,  and  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion 
George  S.  Blackie,  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  exhibit  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  harmony  and  promise  of  prosperity  for  the  future  in 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Tennessee. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  TEXAS. 

Companion  S.  S.  Munger,  Grand  High  Priest . 

Companion  Robert  Brewster,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  number  of  working  Chapters  in  Texas  is  given  as  ninety- 
five ;  and  the  total  number  of  members,  in  1869,  as  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twenty,  and,  in  1870,  as  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighteen. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  W.  E.  Veal,  in  his  parting  address, 
rejoices  to  report  the  Craft  still  advancing  in  the  moral  attributes 
of  the  Order,  and  the  zeal  manifested  by  their  proceedings 
throughout  augurs  encouragingly  for  the  future  prosperity  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Texas. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence  is  given. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Companion  John  P.  Little,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  John  Hove,  Grand  Secretary. 

In  1870,  the  number  of  Chapters  in  Virginia  was  forty-six; 
and  the  total  of  membership  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-seven. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  William  B. 
Isaacs,  Chairman,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  our  Proceedings 
of  1868-9,  but  makes  no  particular  reference  to  Pennsylvania 
except  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  our  non-allegiance  to  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  in  which  position 
Virginia  is  with  us. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Companion  Joseph  Yates,  (Berlin,)  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  William  T.  Palmer,  (Milwaukie,)  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

Number  of  working  Chapters  in  Wisconsin,  thirty-one;  total 
number  of  members,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

The  annual  address  by  Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  B.  Tyler 
gives  a  favorable  view  of  the  progress  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  Wisconsin. 

A  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  Samuel  Fallows, 
reviews  in  an  able  manner  the  Proceedings  of  thirty-four  Grand 
Chapters,  and  notices  with  courtesy  the  Proceedings  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  quoting  with  approval  from  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  ad¬ 
dress  of  1869.  In  noticing  Companion  Meyer’s  Report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  Companion  Fallows  defends  the  course  of  Wisconsin 
relating  to  the  “  Rite  of  Memphis,”  protesting  that  Wisconsin  in 
this  action  does  not  “  stand  on  dangerous  ground,”  as  they  think 
Companion  Meyer  intimates. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  MARK  MASTER  MASONS 
OF  ENGLAND,  WALES,  &e. 

From  this  voluminous  mass  of  documents  it  appears  that  al¬ 
though  the  antiquity  and  genuineness  of  the  Mark  Master’s 
degree  is  amply  established  by  the  records  and  practice  of  the 
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Grand  Lodges  and  Grand  Chapters  of  England  and  Scotland, 
and  that  in  England  “  from  time  immemorial,  and  long  before 
the  institution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  (in  It 36,)  what 
is  now  known  as  Mark  Master’s  degree  was  wrought  by  the  oper¬ 
ative  Lodges  of  St.  John’s  Masonry;”  and  previous  to  the  union 
of  the  two  Grand  Craft  Lodges  in  England,  in  1813,  “the  Mark 
degree  was  regularly  worked  in  many  Lodges,  yet  at  that  union 
the  Mark  degree  was  excluded  from  the  system  then  adopted 
one  of  the  Articles  of  the  Declaration  then  agreed  to  being, 
“  Pure  and  Ancient  Masonry  consists  of  three  degrees  and  no 
more,  including  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.” 

In  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  America,  one  or  other  of  the  supreme 
bodies  has  always  regarded  the  Mark  degree  as  an  essential  and 
integral  portion  of  Ancient  Freemasonry,  while  in  Scotland  it  is 
conferred  under  the  authority  of  both  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter;  and  in  the  United  States,  from  the  middle  of  the  last 
century,  the  Mark  degree  has  been  conferred  in  independent 
Mark  Lodges  as  well  as  under  authority  of  Grand  Chapters  of 
the  Royal  Arch. 

In  England,  from  the  earliest  time,  the  working  of  the  Mark 
degree  has  never  been  lost,  and  has  been  practised  in  distinct  and 
independent  Mark  Lodges,  “  which  have  never  acknowledged  the 
jurisdiction  of  either  the  Craft  Grand  Lodges  of  1111  or  1813, 
or  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  1813.” 

In  1856,  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  decided  that  the 
Mark  degree  “was  not  positively  essential,  but  a  graceful  ap¬ 
pendage  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft.” 

At  the  next  Quarterly  Communication,  liowrever,  that  decision 
was  “  non-confirmed,  and  the  status  in  quo  ante  was  resumed.” 

Several  earnest  Masons  then  applied  for  and  received  charters 
from  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  under  which  they 
opened  Mark  Lodges  and  conferred  the  degree,  in  London  and 
other  parts  of  England. 

Other  Mark  Master  Masons,  not  approving  of  this  introduction 
of  a  foreign  Supreme  Masonic  authority  into  England,  resolved 
to  constitute  a  Grand  Lodge  with  jurisdiction  over  the  Mark 
degree  in  England  and  its  dependencies. 

Thus  originated  this  “  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons,” 
with  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Leigh  as  its  first  Grand  Master. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  June,  1856, 
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at  which  a  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  of  representatives  from 
all  existing  Mark  Lodges  in  England.  This  latter  meeting  was 
largely  attended,  and  took  steps  for  a  “  general  union  of  all  Mark 
Lodges  upon  equal  terms,  in  a  Grand  Mark  Lodge.”  Additions 
were  continually  made  to  the  Lodges  ranging  themselves  under 
the  banner  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Lord  Leigh  continued  to  be 
elected  Grand  Master  until  June,  I860,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

This  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  is  stated  to  be  now 
on  terms  of  friendly  reciprocity,  as  to  the  Mark  degree,  with  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  Ireland  and  Canada. 

Its  Grand  Masters  have  been  as  follows :  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Leigh,  1856;  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  1860;  Viscount 
Holmesdale,  M.  P.,  1863;  W.  W.  B.  Beach,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  1866; 
Rev.  George  Raymond  Postal,  M.  A.,  1869. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  1871,  a  Conference  of  Delegates  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Ireland,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons  of  England,  &c.,  was  held  in  London,  u  on  the  subject  of 
the  position  of  the  Mark  degree  in  England.”  The  principal 
motive  for  this  conference  was  stated  to  be  u  the  bringing  about 
an  understanding  with  the  governing  bodies  in  Ireland  and  Scot¬ 
land,  by  which  the  English  Grand  Mark  Lodge  should  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  conservator  of  the  Mark  degree  in  that  country.” 

It  was  stated  to  be,  next  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  “  numerically  the  strongest  Masonic  body  in  England,  though 
confessedly  unrecognized,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the 
term.” 

Considerable  discussion  occurred  on  the  question  of  requesting 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  to  adopt  the  Most  Excellent 
degree,  which  (as  also  some  others  recognized  as  Chapter  degrees 
by  Ireland  and  Scotland)  has  not  yet  entered  into  the  work 
under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England. 

We  do  not  find,  from  these  Proceedings,  that  the  desired 
understanding  has  as  yet  been  extended  beyond  the  Grand  bodies 
of  Ireland  and  Canada. 
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IN  CONCLUSION: 

A  spirit  of  mild  criticism  against  what  is  considered  the  too 
“exclusive”  position  and  conduct  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  manifested  more  or  less  in  almost  every  one  of  these 
documents,  the  animus  of  which  evidently  arises  mainly  out  of 
the  fact  of  our  refusal  to  give  allegiance  to  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States. 

Great  satisfaction  is  generally  expressed  at  the  prospect  they 
see  from  the  standpoint  of  M.  E.  Charles  E.  Meyer’s  Report  on 
Correspondence  of  1868-9,  of  a  relaxation  by  Pennsylvania  in 
her  former  policy  and  practice  of  reticence  and  reserve,  regarding 
publication,  for  communication  to  other  Grand  Chapters  and  the  . 
world,  of  her  proceedings. 

W e  give  our  cordial  greeting  and  fraternal  thanks  to  the  several 
Grand  Chapters  who  have  thus  favored  us  with  their  very  inter¬ 
esting  communications,  from  which  we  observe,  with  sincere  sat¬ 
isfaction  and  joy,  that  harmony  and  prosperity  reign  throughout 
the  various  jurisdictions  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  on  our  continent, 
and,  so  far  as  we  have  information,  around  the  world. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

GEORGE  GRISCOM, 

For  the  Committee  for  1 8  71. 


Philadelphia,  December  27,  1871. 


APPENDIX  “D.” 


Statistics  of  Subordinate  Chapters  and  Lodges  under 
Jurisdiction  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 


GHAPTEES, 


Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3, 

Philadelphia.  Fourth  Monday. 

Robert  H.  Pattison,  D.  D.,  High  Priest. 

A.  Nelson  Ratten,  King.  Augustus  R.  Hall,  Scribe. 

James  B.  YanOsten,  Treasurer.  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  Secretary, 

0  Marked  ,  0  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  1  Admitted  or  restored  ;  8  died 
or  resigned  ;  12  suspended  or  expelled  ;  3  rejected  ;  294  Members. 

Perseverance  Chapter,  No.  21. 

Harrisburg .  First  Monday. 

Joseph  H.  Nisley,  High  Priest. 

Samuel  H.  Simon,  King.  Robert  Snodgrass,  Scribe. 

Elias  S.  Zollinger,  Treasurer.  John  T.  Wilson,  Secretary. 

20  Marked ;  20  Most  Excellent ;  20  Exalted ;  2  admitted  or  restored ; 
•5  died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  131  members. 

Chapter  No.  43. 

Lancaster.  Fourth  Wednesday. 

Edward  Welchaus,  High  Priest. 

Henry  E.  Carson,  King.  Adam  Z.  Ringwalt,  Scribe. 

Charles  A.  Heinitsh,  Treasurer.  Hugh  S.  Gara,  Secretary. 

37  Marked ;  37  Most  Excellent ;  37  Exalted ;  1  admitted  or  restored ; 
7  died  or  resigned  \  12  suspended  or  expelled  ;  1  rejected  ;  268  members. 

Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52. 

Philadelphia.  First  Friday. 

William  N.  Vigtjers,  High  Priest. 

William  H.  Burkhardt,  King.  William  C.  Hamilton,  Scribe. 

R.  Lloyd  Lee,  Treasurer.  Joseph  S.  Riley,  Secretary. 

81  Marked  ;  113  Most  Excellent ;  117  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ; 
7  died  or  resigned  ;  2  suspended  or  expell&l ;  0  rejected  ;  510  members. 
(72) 


Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Wednesday. 

John  Hanold,  High  Priest. 

Jacob  Roberts,  King.  Thomas  S.  Woodbury,  Scribe. 

John  Thomson,  Treasurer.  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Secretary. 

9  Marked  ;  22  Most  Excellent ;  22  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ; 
8  died  or  resigned  ;  10  suspended  or  expelled  ;  2  rejected  ;  375  members. 


Washington  Chapter,  No.  150. 

Washington.  Second  Tuesday. 

James  M.  House,  High  Priest. 

John  C.  McCoy,  King.  John  G.  Ruple,  Scribe. 

H.  D.  Enoch,  Treasurer.  W.  W.  McKean,  Secretary. 

29  Marked ;  30  Most  Excellent ;  30  Exalted ;  0  admitted  or  restored ; 
0  died  or  resigned ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  40  members. 

Reading  Chapter,  No.  152. 

Beading.  Second  Monday. 

Henry  A.  Tyson,  High  Priest. 

Richard  H.  Jones,  King.  Philip  Benson,  Scribe. 

John  S.  Schroeder,  Treasurer.  Henry  C.  L.  Crecelius,  Secretary. 

24  Marked  ;  27  Most  Excellent ;  25  Exalted ;  2  admitted  or  restored ; 
4  died  or  resigned  ;  9  suspended  or  expelled  ;  2  rejected  ;  214  members. 

Schuylkill  Chapter,  No.  159. 

Miner  smile.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Solomon  A.  Philips,  High  Priest. 

Benjamin  F.  Sheeder,  King.  James  Murray,  Scribe. 

Francis  Bedford,  Treasurer.  James  G.  Kumsius,  Secretary. 

3  Marked ;  4  Most  Excellent ;  4  Exalted ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ; 
0  died  or  resigned  ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  45  members. 


Union  Chapter,  No.  161. 

Towanda.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

Returns  not  made  according  to  the  requirements  of  Article  XY,  Letter  L, 

Section  1,  of  the  Constitution. 
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Zerubbabel  Chapter,  No.  162. 

Pittsburg.  First  Tuesday. 

Returns  not  made  according  to  the  requirements  of  Article  XV,  Letter  L, 

Section  1,  of  the  Constitution. 


Lafayette  Chapter,  No.  163. 

Lock  Haven.  Thursday  after  Full  Moon. 

Henry  H.  Herr,  High  Priest. 

Felix  J.  Troxell,  King.  William  Reed,  Scribe. 

Michael  B.  Hering,  Treasurer.  William  H.  Smith,  Secretary. 

15  Marked  ;  15  Most  Excellent ;  15  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored ; 
6  died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  2  rejected  ;  143  members. 

Brownsville  Chapter,  No.  164. 

Brownsville.  Second  Tuesday. 

William  Chatland,  High  Priest. 

A.  A.  Devore,  King.  Philip  M.  Hochimer,  Scribe. 

James  W.  Jeffries,  Treasurer.  George  W.  Lenhart,  Secretary. 

0  Marked  ;  0  Most  Excellent ;  1  E^xalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  1  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  39  members. 

Mt.  Moriah  Chapter,  No.  166. 

Holliday sburg.  Third  Tuesday. 

John  R.  McFarlane,  High  Priest. 

John  W.  Bracken,  King.  John  Luckling,  Scribe. 

Alexander  M.  Lloyd,  Treasurer.  Thomas  McFarlane,  Secretary. 

0  Marked  ;  2  Most  Excellent ;  2  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  3  died 
or  resigned  ;  4  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  54  members. 


Eureka  Chapter,  No.  167. 

Rochester.  Tuesday  after  Friday  before  Full  Moon. 

J.  R.  Pendleton,  High  Priest. 

William  B.  Dunlap,  King.  T.  O.  Anshutz,  Scribe. 

William  Leaf,  Treasurer.  John  Conway,  Secretary. 

11  Marked;  9  Most  Excellent;  9  Exalted;  1  admitted  or  restored; 
1  died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  54  members. 
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Philadelphia  Chapter,  No.  169. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Friday. 

J.  Milton  Raab,  High  Priest. 

James  Nelson,  King.  Hibbert  P.  John,  Scribe. 

W.  H.  Hooper,  Treasurer.  John  C.  Snowden,  Secretary. 

20  Marked  ;  23  Most  Excellent ;  29  Exalted  ;  2  admitted  or  restored ; 
5  died  or  resigned  ;  5  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  209  members. 


Delta  Chapter,  No.  170. 

New  Castle.  Monday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Branton  H.  Henderson,  High  Priest. 

John  P.  Leslie,  King.  George  M.  Book,  Scribe. 

Leander  Raney,  Treasurer.  William  D.  Dickson,  Secretary. 

11  Marked  ;  13  Most  Excellent ;  13  Exalted  ;  2  admitted  or  restored  ; 
2  died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  35  members. 


St.  John’s  Chapter,  No.  171. 

Carlisle.  First  Thursday. 

Samuel  R.  Claudy,  High  Priest. 

Benjamin  K.  Spangler,  King.  John  G.  Bobb,  Scribe. 

John  Hyer,  Treasurer.  Ephraim  Cornman,  Secretary. 

11  Marked  ;  11  Most  Excellent ;  11  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ; 
2  died  or  resigned  ;  6  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  72  members. 

Temple  Chapter,  No.  172. 

Tunkhannock.  Second  Monday. 

A.  E.  Bucn,  High  Priest. 

R.  P.  Ross,  King.  O.  L.  Parish,  Scribe. 

P.  M.  Osterhout,  Treasurer.  D.  Billings,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  7  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  members. 


Easton  Chapter,  No.  173. 

Easton.  Fourth  Monday. 

Theodore  Oliver,  High  Priest. 

William  H.  Wilhelm,  King.  Frederick  Hill,  Scribe. 

A.  Miller  (C.),  Treasurer.  Daniel  H.  Nieman,  Secretary. 

15  Marked ;  15  Most  Excellent ;  15  Exalted  ;  5  admitted  or  restored  ;  7 
died  or  resigned  ;  6  suspended  or  expelled  ;  1  rejected  ;  183  members. 
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Northumberland  Chapter,  No.  174. 

Sunbury.  Wednesday  before  Full  Moon. 

J.  W.  Johnston,  High  Priest. 

James  M.  Farra,  King.  John  B.  Lenker,  Scribe. 

Benjamin  Zetelworger,  Treasurer.  Henry  Clement,  Secretary. 

4  Marked  ;  4  Most  Excellent ;  4  Exalted  ;  5  admitted  or  restored  ;  4  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  89  members. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  175. 

Philadelphia.  Fourth  Thursday. 

James  Reynolds,  High  Priest. 

Robert  C.  Floyd,  King.  William  A.  Sinn,  Scribe. 

William  T.  Taylor,  Treasurer.  Alfred  T.  Jones,  Secretary. 

21  Marked  ;  23  Most  Excellent ;  19  Exalted ;  3  admitted  or  restored ; 
8  died  or  resigned  ;  9  suspended  or  expelled  ;  3  rejected  ;  271  members. 

George  Washington  Chapter,  No.  176. 

Ghambei'sburg.  Second  Tuesday. 

George  W.  Brewer,*  High  Priest. 

T.  C.  Billheimer,  King.  D.  A.  Wertz,  Scribe. 

D.  K.  Wunderlich,  Treasurer.  A.  C.  McGrath,  Secretary. 

9  Marked  ;  9  Most  Excellent ;  9  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  2  died 
or  resigned  ;  5  suspended  or  expelled  ;  1  rejected  ;  38  members. 

*  Declined  to-  be  installed.  Dispensation  for  special  election  issued ;  no 
returns  received  thereof. 

Tamaqua  Chapter,  No.  177. 

Tamaqua.  Friday  after  Full  Moon. 

William  A.  Shoemaker,  High  Priest. 

William  W.  Bailey,  King.  Evan  T.  Jones,  Scribe. 

M.  P.  Fowler,  Treasurer.  William  Barton,  Secretary. 

8  Marked  ;  8  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  78  members. 

Catawissa  Chapter,  No.  178. 

Catawissa.  Wednesday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

A.  V.  Cool,  High  Priest. 

C.  B.  Brock  way,  King.  J.  M.  Glich,  Scribe. 

George  S.  Gilbert,  Treasurer.  C.  Ellis,  Secretary. 

17  Marked  ;  18  Most  Excellent ;  18  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  2 
died  or  resigned  ;  9  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  178  members. 
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Eureka  Chapter,  No.  179. 

Carbondale.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

John  Robertson,  High  Priest. 

George  Hall,  King.  James  J.  Williams,  Scribe. 

William  L.  Yarrington,  Treasurer.  N.  P.  Cramer,  Secretary. 

0  Marked  ;  0  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  4  admitted  or  restored  ;  4  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  55  members. 

Warren  Chapter,  No.  180. 

Montrose.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Andrew  C.  Warren,  High  Priest. 

Apollas  Stone,  King.  W.  E.  Babcock,  Scribe. 

M.  S.  Dessauer,  Treasurer.  William  L.  Cox,  Secretary. 

0  Marked  ;  0  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  60  members. 

Lilly  Chapter,  No.  181. 

11 

Mauch  Chunk.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

James  H.  Wilhelm,  High  Priest. 

1 

James  A.  Dinkey,  King.  T.  C.  North,  Scribe. 

James  J.  Blakslee,  Treasurer.  James  Houston,  Secretary. 

5  Marked  ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  133  members. 


Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  182. 

Wilkesbarre.  Third  Tuesday. 

D.  R.  Randall,  High  Priest. 

William  E.  Lines,  King.  Henry  C.  Smith,  Scribe. 

J.  M.  Courtright,  Treasurer.  George  W.  Kirkendall,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  9  Most  Excellent ;  11  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  2  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  87  members. 


Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Thursday. 

Joseph  S.  George,  High  Priest. 

Charles  C.  Douglass,  King.  William  T.  Reynolds,  Scribe. 

Michael  Nisbet,  Treasurer.  Joseph  H.  Hedges,  Secretary. 

85  Marked  ;  111  Most  Excellent ;  110  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ; 
8  died  or  resigned  ;  11  suspended  or  expelled  ;  2  rejected  ;  462  members. 
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Lackawanna  Chapter,  No.  185. 

Scranton.  Second  Tuesday. 

F.  J.  Amsden,  High  Priest. 

James  Cowan,  King.  James  E.  Brown,  Scribe. 

E.  P.  Kingsberry,  Treasurer.  C.  L.  VanBuskirk,  Secretary. 

3  Marked  ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  3  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  98  members. 

Lewistown  Chapter,  No.  186. 

Lewistown.  Third  Tuesday. 

Jacob  C.  Blymyeb,  High  Priest. 

George  Macklin,  King.  John  D.  Cox,  Scribe. 

William  Willis,  Treasurer.  David  E.  Robeson,  Secretary. 

0  Marked  ;  0  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  55  members. 


Oriental  Chapter,  No.  187. 

Gonneautville.  First  and  Third  Fridays. 

\ 

E.  P.  Montagu,  High  Priest. 

O.  Hough,  King.  James  McLallin,  Scribe. 

W.  T.  McMurtry,  Treasurer.  N.  Truesdale,  Secretary. 

1  Marked  ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  1  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  1  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  42  members. 

Mountain  Chapter,  No.  189. 

Altoona.  First  Thursday. 

1 

Joseph  B.  Downing,  High  Priest. 

John  K.  Frazer,  King.  Herman  L.  Delo,  Scribe. 

A.  H.  Maxwell,  Treasurer.  Timothy  Davis,  Secretary. 

0  Marked  ;  0  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  3  admitted  or  restored  ;  1  died 
or  resigned  ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  62  members. 


Norristown  Chapter,  No.  190. 

Norristown.  Wednesday  before  Full  Moon. 

Jacob  F.  Quillman,  High  Priest. 

Edward  D.  Johnson,  King.  Martin  Molony,  Scribe. 

Edmund  A.  Kite,  Treasurer.  Franklin  T.  Beerer,  Secretary. 

5  Marked  ;  7  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  2  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  123  members. 
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Solomon  Chapter,  No.  191. 

Meadville.  First  Tuesday. 

F.  H.  Foster,  High  Priest. 

Henry  Church,  King.  A.  J.  Walp,  Scribe. 

Jesse  M.  Dick,  Treasurer.  Louis  M.  Metcalf,  Secretary. 

4  Marked  ;  4  Most  Excellent ;  5  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  5  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  80  members. 


Urania  Chapter,  No.  192. 

Greensburg.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

James  A.  Hunter,  High  Priest. 

Clark  T.  Warden,  King.  James  W.  Wilson,  Scribe. 

Richard  Coulter,  Treasurer.  J.  H.  Highberger,  Secretary. 

3  Marked  ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  5  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  3  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled-;  0  rejected  ;  95  members. 


Duquesne  Chapter,  No.  193. 

Pittsburg.  Fourth  Thursday. 

Alfred  M.  Cayitt,  High  Priest. 

Atlee  V.  Coale,  King.  James  H.  Murdock,  Scribe. 

John  Evans,  Treasurer.  Stephen  T.  Nortliam,  Secretary. 

23  Marked  ;  23  Most  Excellent ;  24  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  5 
died  or  resigned  ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  207  members. 


Tioga  Chapter,  No.  ig4. 

Wellsboro.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

H.  W.  Williams,  High  Priest. 

J.  B.  Niles,  King.  James  H.  Bosard,  Scribe. 

A.  Foley,  Treasurer.  M.  Bullard,  Secretary. 

2  Marked  ;  0  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  52  members. 

Portage  Chapter,  No.  195. 

Johnstown. 

Returns  not  made  according  to  the  requirements  of  Article  XY,  Letter  L, 

Section  1,  of  the  Constitution. 
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Mountain  City  Chapter,  No.  196. 

Pottsville.  Monday  after  Full  Moon. 

Louis  H.  Koch,  High  Priest. 

Walter  S.  Sheafer,  King.  Robert  A.  Reid,  Scribe. 

Daniel  D.  Moreton,  Treasurer.  Emmanuel  Oppenheim,  Secretary. 

19  Marked  ;  20  Most  Excellent ;  21  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  2 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  100  members. 

Weidle  Chapter,  No.  197. 

Lebanon.  Second  Thursday. 

Joseph  L.  Lemberger,  High  Priest. 

William  G.  Bowman,  King.  George  P.  Lineweaver,  Scribe. 

John  D.  Krause,  Treasurer.  William  G.  Ward,  Secretary. 

6  Marked  ;  6  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  71  members. 

Phcenix  Chapter,  No.  ig8. 

Phcenixville.  Saturday  after  Full  Moon. 

Robert  McAdam,  High  Priest. 

William  H.  Clegg,  King.  Y.  N.  Shaffer,  Scribe. 

John  Yanderslice,  Treasurer.  James  Dobson,  Secretary. 

19  Marked  ;  20  Most  Excellent ;  21  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  2 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  3  rejected  ;  83  members. 

Howell  Chapter,  No.  igg. 

York.  First  Wednesday. 

Samuel  H.  Spangler,  High  Priest. 

Samuel  J.  Rouse,  King.  Israel  T.  Gross,  Scribe. 

Martin  J.  Skinner,  Treasurer.  Fitz  James  Evans,  Secretary. 

10  Marked  ;  11  Most  Excellent ;  11  Exalted  ;  3  admitted  or  restored  ;  5 
died  or  resigned  ;  5  suspended  or  expelled  ;  3  rejected  ;  115  members. 


Columbus  Chapter,  No.  200. 

Corry.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Willard  H.  Muzzy,  High  Priest. 

Seneca  Warner,  King.  William  S.  Miller,  Scribe. 

William  C.  Howard,  Treasurer.  David  S.  Rowe,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  6  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  2  admitted  or  restored  ;  6  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  2  rejected  ;  68  members. 
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Standing  Stone  Chapter,  No.  201. 

Huntingdon .  First  Tuesday. 

K.  Allen  Loyell,  Higli  Priest. 

Thomas  V.  Johnston,  King.  Robert  King,  Scribe. 

Graffus  Miller,  Treasurer.  J.  Simpson  Africa,  Secretary. 

2  Marked  ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  1  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  1  died 
or  resigned  ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  44  members. 

Howell  Chapter,  No.  202. 

West  Chester.  First  Monday  after  Full  Moon. 

Walter  Hibberd,  Jr.,  High  Priest. 

Norris  T.  Smith,  King.  George  R.  Hoopes,  Scribe. 

William  H.  Morgan,  Treasurer.  William  D.  Christman,  Secretary. 

3  Marked  ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  60  members. 


Allen  Chapter,  No.  203. 

Allentown.  Monday  on  or  before  Full  Moon . 

Christian  F.  Schultz,  High  Priest. 

Henry  K.  Hartzell,  King.  Robert  H.  Fogle,  Scribe. 

Aaron  Truxell,  Treasurer.  Edmund  D.  Lawall,  Secretary. 

10  Marked  ;  10  Most  Excellent ;  10  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  5  died 
or  resigned  ;  10  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  123  members. 

Anthony  Wayne  Chapter,  No.  204. 

Honesdale.  Tuesday  after  Full  Moon. 

Charles  C.  Browne,  High  Priest. 

Robert  A.  Smith,  King.  Horace  Menner,  Scribe. 

Charles  Peterson,  Treasurer.  Charles  Menner,  Secretary. 

0  Marked  ;  0  Most  Excellent ;  0  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  3  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  40  members. 


Factoryville  Chapter,  No.  205. 

Factoryville.  Wednesday  on  or  before  Full  Moon . 

C.  B.  Reynolds,  High  Priest. 

C.  A.  Cowles,  King.  A.  P.  Colvin,  Scribe. 

D.  D.  Gardner,  Treasurer.  E.  B.  Browning,  Secretary, 

6  Marked  ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  5  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 

or  resigned  ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  35  members. 
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Harmony  Chapter,  No.  206. 

New  Brighton.  Second  Tuesday. 

Charles  F.  Winter,  High  Priest. 

John  B.  Reno,  King.  Charles  K.  Chamberlin,  Scribe* 

Matthew  Stacey,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Bentley,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  8- Most  Excellent ;  8  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  1  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  20  members. 

Aaron  Chapter,  No.  207. 

Titusville. 

James  R.  Barber,  High  Priest. 

James  Hooper,  King.  J.  H.  Falkenberg,  Scribe. 

Jacob  Strauss,  Treasurer.  Theodore  J.  Young,  Secretary. 

29  Marked ;  29  Most  Excellent ;  30  Exalted ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  3 
died  or  resigned  ;  G  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  110  members. 

Germantown  Chapter,  No.  208. 

Germantown.  Fourth  Monday. 

Louis  Wagner,  High  Priest. 

William  Davis,  King.  Rev.  T.  J.  Davis,  Scribe. 

William  P.  Walter,  Treasurer.  John  R.  Fanshawe,  Secretary. 

11  Marked  ;  10  Most  Excellent ;  10  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  103  members. 


Samuel  C.  Perkins  Chapter,  No.  209. 

Mechanicsburg.  Second  Monday. 

Returns  not  made  according  to  the  requirements  of  Article  XY,  Letter  L, 

Section  1,  of  the  Constitution. 


Great  Bend  Chapter,  No.  210. 

Great  Bend.  Thursday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Almon  P.  Stephens,  High  Priest. 

W.  W.  Simrell,  King.  P.  T.  B.  Emmons,  Scribe. 

Oliver  Trowbridge,  Treasurer.  Charles  Simpson,  Secretary. 

2  Marked  ;  2  Most  Excellent ;  4  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  3  died 
or  resigned ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  68  members. 
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Venango  Chapter,  No.  211. 

Franklin.  Second  Thursday. 

George  R  Snowden,  High  Priest. 

Charles  W.  Mackey,  King.  Alfred  B.  McCalmont,  Scribe. 

Miles  W.  Sage,  Treasurer.  William  M.  Epley,  Secretary. 

11  Marked ;  11  Most  Excellent;  7  Exalted;  5  admitted  or  restored ;  10 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  45  members. 


Mound  Chapter,  No.  212. 

Greenville.  Second  and  Fourth  Mondays. 

Joseph  Vickers,  High  Priest. 

W.  Tillotson,  King.  W.  H.  Beil,  Scribe. 

H.  Austin,  Treasurer.  J.  E.  Millhouse,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  9  Most  Excellent ;  10  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  Odied 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  61  members. 

Girard  Chapter,  No.  213. 

Girard .  Second  and  Fourth  Fridays. 

George  Feningham,  High  Priest. 

Henry  A.  Traut,  King.  David  Mason,  Scribe. 

Pressley  McCreary,  Treasurer.  John  L.  Hart,  Secretary. 

1  Marked  ;  1  Most  Excellent ;  2  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  4  died 
or  resigned  ;  2  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  22  members. 


Valley  Chapter,  No.  214. 

Plymouth.  Friday  on  or  before  Full  Moon . 

S.  L.  French,  High  Priest. 

Charles  W.  Jenkins,  King.  Samuel  U.  Shaffer,  Scribe. 

H.  W.  French,  Treasurer.  Andrew  F.  Levi,  Secretary. 

3  Marked  ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  3  suspended  or  expelled  ;  1  rejected  ;  41  members. 


Temple  Chapter,  No.  215. 

Erie.  First  and  Third  Mondays. 

Returns  not  made  according  to  the  requirements  of  Article  XV,  Letter  L, 

Section  1,  of  the  Constitution. 
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Zinzendorf  Chapter,  No.  216. 

Bethlehem.  Second  Monday. 

Henry  A.  Wiltberger,  High  Priest. 

Morris  A.  Borhek,  King.  George  H.  Meyers,  Scribe. 

C.  M.  Knauss,  Treasurer.  Henry  G.  Borhek,  Secretary. 

5  Marked  ;  5  Most  Excellent ;  5  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  63  members. 

Alleghany  Chapter,  No.  217. 

Alleghany  City.  First  Friday. 

E.  M.  Jenkins,  High  Priest. 

William  H.  Slack,  King.  R.  W.  Armstrong,  Scribe. 

Nathan  Graham,  Treasurer.  James  Brown,  Secretary. 

23  Marked  ;  23  Most  Excellent ;  26  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  1 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  159  members. 

Bloomsburg  Chapter,  No.  218. 

Bloomsbury.  Wednesday  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

Thomas  E.  Geddis,  High  Priest. 

John  H.  Taylor,  King.  William  Peacock,  Scribe. 

Jeremiah  J.  Brower,  Treasurer.  C.  F.  Knapp,  Secretary. 

9  Marked  ;  7  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned ;  1  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  50  members. 


Griscom  Chapter,  No.  219. 

Ashland.  Thursday  before  Full  Moon. 

Hezekiah  Holbert,  High  Priest. 

Frederick  Miller,  King.  William  H.  Anthony,  Scribe. 

Henry  S.  Boner,  Treasurer.  George  H.  Helfrich,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  7  Most  Excellent ;  7  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  2  rejected  ;  50  members. 

Fort  Washington  Chapter,  No.  220. 

Fort  Washington.  Thursday  before  Full  Moon. 

Fitz water  White,  High  Priest. 

Robert  Gray,  King.  Thomas  J.  Wentz,  Scribe. 

Henry  Unger,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Rex,  Secretary. 

2  Marked  ;  4  Most  Excellent ;  4  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  31  members. 
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Tremont  Chapter,  No.  221. 

Tremont.  First  Monday  after  Full  Moon. 

Daniel  B.  Althouse,  High  Priest. 

William  J.  Lewis,  King.  John  B.  Zerbach,  Scribe. 

Adam  Ferg,  Treasurer.  Benjamin  Kaufman,  Secretary. 

2  Marked  ;  2  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  28  members. 


Lycoming  Chapter,  No.  222. 

Williamsport.  Second  Tuesday. 

George  S.  Snyder,  High  Priest. 

Joseph  Crawford,  King.  Joab  H.  Watson,  Scribe. 

George  L.  Sanderson,  Treasurer.  William  B.  Pryor.  Secretary. 

18  Marked  ;  13  Most  Excellent ;  13  Exalted  ;  4  admitted  or  restored  ;  2 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  1  rejected  ;  79  members. 


Oxford  Chapter,  No.  223. 

Oxford.  Fourth  Wednesday. 

Franklin  P.  Ash,  High  Priest. 

Samuel  H.  Dickey,  King.  George  D.  Hayes,  Scribe. 

Franklin  P.  Ash,  Treasurer.  James  Black,  Secretary. 

3  Marked  ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled ;  0  rejected  ;  36  members. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  224. 

Columbia.  Second  Tuesday. 

William  H.  Pfahler,  High  Priest. 

Charles  H.  McCullough,  King.  John  Haldeman  Herr,  Scribe. 

Erastus  K.  Boice,  Treasurer.  Stephen  C.  Clair,  Secretary. 

14  Marked  ;  14  Most  Excellent ;  14  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  2 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  52  members. 


Jefferson  Chapter,  No.  225. 

BrooTcmlle. 

James  L.  Brown,  High  Priest. 

Robert  J.  Nicholson,  King.  Nathan  Carrier,  Jr.,  Scribe. 

Madison  M.  Meredith,  Treasurer.  Williamson  D.  J.  Martin,  Secretary. 

4  Marked  ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  31  nlembers. 
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Siloam  Chapter,  No.  226. 

FranJcford.  Third  Wednesday . 

John  Yard,  High  Priest. 

Harry  T.  Garsed,  King.  Edward  E.  Williams,  Scribe. 

John  Cooper,  Treasurer.  Thaddeus  Stearne,  Secretary. 

5  Marked  ;  9  Most  Excellent ;  9  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  60  members. 

Emporium  Chapter,  No.  227. 

Emporium.  First  and  Third  Wednesday. 

Samuel  C.  Hyde,  High  Priest. 

John  B.  Newton,  King.  Hiram  C.  Rockwell,  Scribe. 

Silas  T.  Smith,  Treasurer.  Samuel  H.  Storis,  Secretary. 

8  Marked  ;  8  Most  Excellent ;  8  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  34  members. 

Clearfield  Chapter,  No.  228. 

Clearfield.  Fourth  Wednesday. 

\ 

William  H.  Dill,  High  Priest. 

William  M.  McCullough,  King.  John  R.  Cullingworth,  Scribe. 

William  R.  McPherson,  Treasurer.  William  Radebaugh,  Secretary. 

27  Marked  ;  27  Most  Excellent ;  28  Exalted ;  3  admitted  or  restored ; 
0  died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  1  rejected ;  50  members. 

Newtown  Chapter,  No.  229. 

Newtown.  Wednesday  after  Full  Moon. 

J.  Miles  Jamison,  High  Priest. 

John  Stackhouse,  King.  Joseph  W.  Willard,  Scribe. 

William  K.  Carver,  Treasurer.  O.  W.  Worstall,  Secretary. 

6  Marked  ;  6  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  1  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  27  members. 

Elk  Chapter,  No.  230. 

Bidgway.  Third  Tuesday. 

Claudius  V.  Gilles,  High  Priest. 

Walter  S.  Service,  King.  Rufus  Sucore,  Scribe. 

Byron  F.  Ely,  Treasurer.  George  L.  McCracken,  Secretary. 

16  Marked  ;  16  Most  Excellent ;  16  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  1 
died  or  resigned ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  40  members. 
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Bristol  Chapter,  No.  231. 

Bristol.  Tuesday  after  Full  Moon. 

Israel  Starr  Tomlinson,  High  Priest. 

Jacob  McBrien,  King.  Benjamin  F.  Gilkeson,  Scribe. 

William  B.  Baker,  Treasurer.  Lewis  M.  Wharton,  Secretary. 

8  Marked ;  13  Most  Excellent ;  13  Exalted ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  33  members. 

t 

St.  John  Chapter,  No.  232. 

Philadelphia.  First  Tuesday. 

Jacob  A.  Yost,  High  Priest. 

Edward  S.  Keeler,  King.  John  M.  Howland,  Scribe. 

Edward  Masson,  Treasurer.  Charles  Carroll  Burns,  Secretary. 

66  Marked  ;  80  Most  Excellent ;  79  Exalted  ;  3  admitted  or  restored  ; 
0  died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  133  members. 

Kensington  Chapter,  No.  233. 

Kensington ,  Philadelphia  City.  Fourth  Monday. 

John  Roberts,  High  Priest. 

Sidney  R.  Morris,  King.  Griffith  O.  Storrie,  Scribe. 

Jonathan  Dickinson,  Treasurer.  Charles  K.  Neisser,  Secretary. 

89  Marked  ;  145  Most  Excellent ;  143  Exalted  ;  34  admitted  or  restored  ; 
0  died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  2  rejected  ;  184  members. 


Media  Chapter,  No.  234. 

Media. 

Richard  Y oung,  High  Priest. 

Daniel  McClintock,  King.  Samuel  Rhoads,  Scribe. 

George  W.  Ormsby,  Treasurer.  Joseph  G.  Cummins,  Secretary. 

21  Marked  ;  30  Most  Excellent ;  29  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  37  members. 


Occidental  Chapter,  No.  235, 

Warren. 

Henry  S.  Getz,  High  Priest. 

George  Hazletine,  King.  Franklin  H.  Rockwell,  Scribe. 

John  H.  Hull,  Treasurer.  M.  Jagger,  Secretary. 

3  Marked  ;  3  Most  Excellent ;  3  Exalted  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  0  died 
or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  20  members. 
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Excelsior  Chapter,  No.  237. 

Reading. 

William  H.  Strickland,  High  Priest. 

Malilon  F.  Wolf,  King.  James  Mullin,  Scribe. 

Sydenham  E.  Ancona,  Treasurer.  Emanuel  J.  Rauch,  Secretary. 

12  Marked ;  8  Most  Excellent ;  6  Exalted  ;  10  admitted  or  restored ;  0 
died  or  resigned  ;  0  suspended  or  expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  10  members. 


imijairik:  lodges. 


Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  gi. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Monday. 

B.  Frank  Abbett,  Worshipful  Master. 

H.  G.  0.  Ramborger,  Sen.  Warden.  Arthur  S.  Simpson,  Jun.  Warden. 
William  Leach,  Treasurer.  James  Bleloch,  Secretary. 

1  Marked  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  19  died  or  resigned  ;  88  suspended  or 
expelled  ;  0  rejected  ;  890  members. 


Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Tuesday. 

Louis  Wagner,  Worshipful  Master. 

A.  Nelson  Batten,  Senior  Warden.  George  E.  Wagner,  Junior  Warden. 
Harman  Baugh,  Treasurer.  Thomas  S.  Woodbury,  Secretary. 

6  Marked ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  18  died  or  resigned ;  34  suspended 
or  expelled ;  0  rejected  ;  909  members. 


Excelsior  Mark  Lodge,  No.  216. 

# 

Philadelphia.  Third  Tuesday. 

John  McCahan,  Worshipful  Master. 

J.  Frank  Knight,  Senior  Warden.  Jacob  F.  Stahl,  Junior  Warden. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  Treasurer.  Samuel  W.  Wray,  Secretary. 

7  Marked  ;  0  admitted  or  restored  ;  17  died  or  resigned  ;  15  suspended  or 
expelled ;  0  rejected  ;  677  members. 


RECAPITULATION- 

* 

Mark  Lodges,  1870,  1871, 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges .  3  3 

Marked .  26  14 

Suspended  or  Expelled .  64  87 

Died  or  Resigned . 45  54 

Admitted  or  Restored .  5  0 

Members . 2,603  2476 

Chapters, 

Number  of  Subordinate  Chapters . 75  81 

Marked . 757  966 

Received  and  Accepted  Most  Excellent  Masters, . . . .  900  1039 

Exalted . 884  1132 

Admitted  or  Restored . 62  110 

Died  or  Resigned .  238  157 

Suspended  or  Expelled . . . . .  . . .  236  124 

Rejected .  39  32 

Members  of  Chapters .  7,021  7119 

Note. — Five  Chapters  have  not  made  their  returns.  In 

1870  they  returned  members .  545 


Making  total  number  of  members,  in  1872,  about .  7664 
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REPBESBKTATIYES 

OF  THE 

GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

WEAR  OTHER  GRAND  CHAPTERS. 

Comp.  Henry  R.  Swasey,  near  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  John  Woolyerton,  near  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 


John  D.  Daggett, 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Missouri. 

James  R.  Bayley, 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Oregon. 

Jerome  Buck, 

tt 

tt 

tt 

New  York. 

Geo.  W.  Jenkins, 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Tennessee. 

Marquis  F.  King, 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Maine. 

Wm.  J.  Hughan,  near  Grand  Mark  Lodge,  England. 


REPPESEE-TATIYES 

OF  OTHER  GRAND  CHAPTERS 

NEAR  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Comp.  Michael  Nisbet,  near 
“  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

u  Alfred  R.  Potter, 


Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 
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Louisiana. 
New  York. 
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